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Bell-
ringing 
campaign

The Salvation 
Army is gearing 
up for another 
year of its 
bell-ringing 
fundraising 
campaign.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Shamra Sawyer, Bath
Linda Randolph, Havelock
Mary Camenson, Havelock

Joshua Ely, Beaufort
Ryan Adams, Beaufort
Gerald Holt, Beaufort
Vance Gillikin, Otway

Lynn Johnson, Mill Creek

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — 
Although the 2019 municipal 
elections are complete, the 
final numbers are yet to be 
in the history books. County 
Election Board members 
and their staff are working 
behind-the-scenes hashing 
out the voting data, particu-
larly in Cape Carteret’s may-
or’s race. 

“As of right now, those 
results are unofficial,” 
said Carteret’s Director of 
Elections Caitlin Sabadish. 

“We haven’t completed the 
canvass process.” 

The official canvass is 
scheduled for Friday, Nov. 
15. 

“A canvass means that 
we go through everything 
and the state approves 
everything is valid,” Ms. 
Sabadish said. “(We make 
sure) all the votes have 
been processed correctly 
and there are no issues.” 

On Tuesday, prelimi-
nary voting figures in 
Cape Carteret’s race for 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Students will get two 
extra vacation days dur-
ing the Christmas holidays 
after the County Board of 
Education approved revi-
sions Wednesday to the 
2019-20 calendar.

The board also got its 
first look at a proposed 

2020-21 calendar, but asked 
that other calendar options 
be considered that would 
result in the school year 
starting and ending earlier.

As for revisions to the 
2019-20 calendar, the board 
approved changing student 
make-up days scheduled for 
Thursday and Friday, Jan. 2-
3, 2020, to student vacation 
days and optional teacher 

workdays. The days were 
set to be made up for days 
missed during Hurricane 
Dorian, which hit the coast 
in September.

During the board meet-
ing in the school system’s 
central office on Safrit 
Drive, Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms said, “I feel very 
confident that we can use 
accumulated hours so we 

can give students the full 
holiday break.”

He explained that the 
school system builds addi-
tional hours into the calen-
dar that can be accrued over 
time and used to make up 
time for days missed.

Mr. Bottoms added that 
while winter and potential 
snow days are just around 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET 
— The town public works 
department is working 
to get a new mulch con-
nector path completed 
between two finished por-
tions of the trail in time 
for the annual “Trot the 
Trail” sponsored by the 
Cape Carteret Aquatic and 
Wellness Center.

Trot the Trail will 
be Thanksgiving Day, 
Thursday, Nov. 28.

“It’s starting to take 
shape,” Town Manager 
Zach Steffey said last 
week. “The mulch trail 
will connect the existing 
asphalt section of the Cape 
Carteret Trail by Handy 
Mart (on Highway 58) to 
the existing asphalt trail 
section by the (Western 
Carteret Public) Library 
(on Taylor Notion Road.)

“It will create a 1-mile 
loop for walkers and run-
ners,” Mr. Steffey said. 
“The town has also con-
structed a parking lot in 
front of the public works 
department (on Taylor 
Notion Road) to expand 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
(AP) — The Supreme Court 
is wrestling with a mod-
ern-day dispute involving 
the pirate Blackbeard’s ship 
that went down off North 
Carolina’s coast more than 
300 years ago.

The justices Tuesday 
heard arguments in a copy-
right case over photos 
and videos that document 
the recovery of the Queen 
Anne’s Revenge, discovered 
in 1996.

The company that 
took the images, Nautilus 
Productions LLC of 
Fayetteville, holds the copy-
rights to them and said the 
state should pay for using 
them. North Carolina said 
a federal law that seems to 

allow for copyright infringe-
ment lawsuits against states 
is unconstitutional.

It was unclear what the 
justices would decide.

In an email interview 
Tuesday with the News-
Times, Nautilus Productions 
co-owner Rick Allen said he 
didn’t anticipate a decision 
to be handed down until 
May or June 2020.

“It’s surreal that 300 years 
after Blackbeard died, we’re 
here in the Supreme Court 
fighting a battle over piracy 
that involves the most infa-
mous pirate in history. But 
this is really a fight for writ-
ers, software developers, 
composers, film-makers and 
other creators, just like me, 

Work continues on a new mulch section of the Cape 
Carteret Trail. (Town of Cape Carteret photo)

BAKER EVANS

Mayoral seat hangs on 1 vote; 
Evans could request recount

See Vote / Page 4A

School board revises 2019-20 calendar

See School / Page 4A

Residents 
enjoy day 

with alpacas

ABOVE: Veterinary assistant Erica 
Pettersen walks Tequila the alpaca Saturday 
during Alpaca Farm Day at Alpacas of 
the Crystal Coast in Ocean. RIGHT: Laney 
Sekely, 4, of Newport, creates an alpaca 
puppet Saturday. (Cheryl Burke photos)

Read about this 
event on Page 5A

Mulch section 
of Cape Carteret 
trail takes shape

US Supreme Court 
considers QAR case

See QAR / Page 4A

public access to the trail.”
Mr. Steffey said he 

anticipates the new mulch 
section will be available 
before Thanksgiving.

Trot the Trail is a fund-
raiser to help complete the 
trail, which is to be a close 
to 3-mile long asphalt 
path along Highway 24, 
Highway 58 and Taylor 
Notion Road. Earlier this 
year, the town complet-
ed and opened a segment 
along Highway 58, and 
there are also completed 
segments along Highway 
24 and Taylor Notion 
Road.

Most of the money has 
come from donations – includ-
ing one from the county – and 
from fundraising efforts like 

‘It will create a 1-
mile loop for walkers 
and runners.’               
— Zach Steffey, Cape 

Carteret 
Town Manager

See Trail / Page 5A
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