
75¢

The weekend weather 
will be sunny and breezy 
with highs in mid-50s 
and lows in the mid-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Elena Haga, a student in 
Jennifer Killingsworth’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!
• Cedar Point alters special-use process

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 
obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

Super Tuesday’s primary voting ended at 7:30 p.m. For 
details visit the website listed above the photo of the Rotary 
Civic Center, site of Swansboro voting. During one-stop, or 
early voting, 6.5 percent of the county’s 106,691 voters cast 
ballots. Early voting among Republicans totaled 2,866 vote 
or 7 percent of the party’s registrants; 2,134 Democrats vot-

ed early amounting to 8.6 percent of county Democrats. Un-
affiliated votes totaled 2,091, which represents 5 per cent of 
that group. Early voters in Swansboro totaled 412; at Hubert 
Fire Station, 162; at Bear Creek Fire Station, 308; at White 
Oak Community Church, 41; and at Grants Creek Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 134. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Onslow County primary 

Commentary
Coronavirus 

creating 
market
jitters

By Dave Kaplan

Analysts who have fol-
lowed recent developments 
in the stock market due to 
worries about the impact of 
the Coronavirus have not 
been pleased. They have 
been dismayed by the dra-
matic sell off that sent the 
DOW JONES Industrial 
Average reeling. It fell 
by more than 3500 points 
during the last week of 

February.
This sell off in stocks 

focused investors’ attention 
on assets that were consid-
ered safer, such as govern-
ment bonds.

The anxiety reflected in 
these investor moves was 
also underscored by Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell’s announcement 
that the Fed was prepared 

Person sheriff 
locates body

By Jimmy Williams

Person County Sheriff Dewey Jones 
said the discovery of a mobile phone led 
last week to the discovery of the body 
of a Hubert man who went missing in 
Person County on Dec. 20.

Jones said that officials mounted an 
extensive search at the time for William 
Daniel Holt, 75, who had been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease.

Holt lived in the Roxboro area before 
moving to Hubert and kept the home 
in Roxboro. He would return for visits 
and Jones said the family was there in 
December for the Christmas holiday 
when he went outside the home with his 
dog. His family reported him missing 
when he didn’t return.

The phone was found in a “densely 
wooded” area on Monday, Feb. 24, 
according to Jones.

“A resident was scouting the area 
for deer when he found the phone,” 
Jones said in a telephone interview. The 
next day, on Tuesday, Feb. 25, the man 
brought the phone to the sheriff’s office 
and they were able to confirm it belonged 
to Holt.

With a location, it didn’t take long – 
about two hours – for the Person County 
Sheriff’s Office search party to find the 
body. The site was about a mile from 
Holt’s home.

“We didn’t suspect any foul play,” 
Jones said. An autopsy indicates the man 

(See NERVOUS, page �)
(See HOLT, page �)

PAWS’ 
needs

Possumwood Acres 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Hubert is facing a crisis 
as the number of sick, 
injured, and orphaned 
wildlife seeking care 
continues to climb.

In 2019 The sanctu-
ary assisted more than 
1,700 animals, rais-
ing more than 1,000 
orphaned babies that 
were returned to the 
wild.

In 2020, recent clos-
ings of other rehabilita-
tion facilities, changes in 
North Carolina wildlife 
legislation and the sky-
rocketing demand for 
services threaten to over-
take the organization.

For the first time in 
its 15-year history, the 
sanctuary is contemplat-
ing having to turn ani-
mals away during peak 
season.

Despite caring for 
most of the wildlife calls 
in a five-county area, 
Possumwood Acres 
receives no municipal, 
county, state or federal 
funds.

For more informa-
tion, email Alison 
Castillo at alison@pos-
sumwoodacres.org.

Turn all of your home and garden dreams into a reality! With over 12,000 sq feet of exhibits 
you’ll find the latest in products and services for everything from builders, landscapers, 
interior design, outdoor living spaces, home improvement, pools and spas and so much 

more. See the latest trends in kitchen & baths, learn to complete a DIY project, or speak to 
the area’s finest professional service providers. Admission is $5
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Hubert man had been missing

By Jimmy Williams

Jessica Peluso said there 
were probably signs that 
her husband Thomas, a 
sergeant on the Swansboro 
Police Department, was 
not feeling 100 percent in 
the days and weeks prior to 
August 2017. Other officers 
had mentioned that he was 
sometimes fatigued. He 
sometimes looked tired, she 
said. Some of that came 
with police work. Working 
as many as 14 night shifts 
a month along with court 
time during the day when 
necessary, the job could 
take a toll.

But reality hit that 

August when out of the 
blue Thomas, who was 33, 
suffered a seizure. “There 
had been nothing up until 
then,” Jessica, a nurse edu-
cator, said. She knew he 
had just come off a double 
nightshift – “He didn’t get 
any sleep.” – when he fell 
out in the backyard of their 
home at about 4 p.m. “I 
heard him hit the ground.”

Thomas said he had 
gone without sleep for 
the previous 48 hours. “In 
between the two nightshifts 
I had a subpoena for court,” 
he said. “These were con-
tributing factors,” Jessica 
explained.

Still they went to the 

emergency room and tests 
were run. “It was the week 
of Thanksgiving that we 
got the confirmation,” 
Jessica said. Thomas was 
diagnosed with epilepsy. 
She said that while the 
epilepsy could be related to 
an injury, the diagnosis in 
an otherwise healthy young 
man, “is really not that 
uncommon.”

Thomas found a neuro-
surgeon in Wilmington and 
started on medicine. Things 
were fine, for a while. “For 
whatever reason, it just 
started getting more active,” 
Thomas said.

Epilepsy shortens career
SPD sergeant forced to retire

Thomas and Jessica Peluso have been 
forced to deal with him being diagnosed with 
epilepsy and the impact it has had on his career 
in law enforcement. (Jimmy Williams photo) (See PELUSO, page �)

Primary elections results available online!

https://er.ncsbe.gov/?election_dt=11/05/2019&county_id=67&office=ALL&contest=0


