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The weekend weath-
er will be sunny on 
Saturday and cloudy on 
Sunday with highs in the 
low-60s and lows in the 
upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jonas Neff, a student in 
Pamela Fish’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Voters could decide Cape C Trail

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside today’s News-Times for our President’s Day tribute!

Swansboro opens budget deliberations with a request, Page 3

Swansboro High wrestler River Carroll heads to regionals, Page 12

Chris Seaberg is pictured with 
the Divirod that will be placed 

somewhere along the town’s wa-
terfront. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Holding back the tide

Commentary

A sapphire 

for Christmas, 

an important  

reminder
By John Gignilliat

I love games! I 
love board games like 
Monopoly, checkers, 
Clue, Risk, Careers, 
chess, Chinese checkers, 
Parcheesi, but especially 
card games like poker, 
euchre, go fish, war, spades, 
solitaire, hearts and of 
course, bridge (or more 
specifically – duplicate 
bridge). The three great-
est games in the world are 
considered to be chess, Go, 
and contract bridge. Chess 
is too slow and methodical 
and not much fun unless the 
players are evenly matched. 
Go is a Chinese board game 
2,500 years old played with 
black and white stones. I 
have tried Go, but it never 
caught my fancy. However 

bridge, especially dupli-
cate bridge, is a game that 
really intrigued me. With 
more than octillion possible 
hands, it is never boring or 
repetitious. I have studied 
and read and played it from 
eighth grade on.

Imagine my thrill when 
I became betrothed to Tudi, 
a fellow bridge player! 
However, our get-go part-
nership was not quite on an 
equal skill level. She was at 
the kindergarten level while 
I had my masters. When we 
started playing duplicate 
bridge together, she lament-
ed, “I have never been at 
the bottom of my class, I 
have always been one of 
the smartest and best!”

So began her bridge 

Swansboro 

negotiating

By Jimmy Williams

Leases for two of Swansboro’s five 
rental properties are in hand and negotia-
tions are planned for the other three.

The most pressing is the Swansboro 
Visitor Center, which rents space to the 
Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce. 
That lease was renewed for one year 
beginning Jan. 1, but the monthly rate 
could change.

Also coming up in the next 60 days or 
so are leases on two properties in use by 
One Harbor Church. And this one may be 
the most complicated. The church leases 
the old town hall (502 Church St.) and 
the new town hall (601 W. Corbett Ave.). 
That lease expires March 31.

Chris Seaberg, town manager, report-
ed on the leases and negotiations at the 
Jan. 13 meeting of the town commission-
ers.

Leases for Cedro De Azmar (The 
Cigar Shop) on Church Street and the 
Swansboro Heritage Center at the old 
town hall are in hand.

Cedro De Azmar owner Georges El-
Asmar agreed to pay $1,510 a month. 
It represents a 3 percent increase and 
is based on the Consumer Price Index, 

according to Seaberg.
The rent for the Heritage Center, paid 

by the nonprofit Swansboro Historical 
Association, will remain $1 a year. 

Both leases are for one year, although 
El-Asmar wants to negotiate a five-year 
term, which Seaberg said the town is 
willing to do.

“I see no conflicts with his request, 
but the town would need to ensure that 
a public notice is advertised at least 
30-days in advance to considering any-
thing over a one-year lease agreement,” 
Seaberg explained.

Mike McHugh, executive director of 
the chamber, wants to see a reduction in 
the proposal to increase the monthly rent 
for the Visitor Center from $700 to $904. 
Under certain conditions, that will be 
possible.

“We are due to have a meeting soon,” 
Seaberg said of the negitations with the 
chamber. “I’ve just my instructions from 
the board. We are still on that.”

It was explained in December that the 
chamber paid under-market value for the 
property due to an agreement to staff the 
site on weekends.

(See PERFECT, page �)(See LEASES, page �)

Holiday 

closings 

planned
President’s Day 

will be celebrated on 
Monday, Feb. 17, and 
it will result in some 
schedule changes.

The town of 
Swansboro will operate 
on a normal schedule, 
with town hall and the 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center open as usual.

Onslow County 
government – includ-
ing the county landfill 
convenience sites – will 
also operate on a normal 
schedule.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be open for 
normal hours.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed on Monday.

Some, but not all, 
financial institutions in 
the community will close 
for the holiday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed on 
Monday.

Swansboro 

hopes Divirod 

can help reduce 

cost of floods 
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro will soon 
have access to informa-
tion on the local sea level 
in real time, thanks to a 
device called a Divirod. 
And the information will be 
provided free-of-charge, at 
least during a three-month 
trial period.

How that information 
can benefit Swansboro 
is a difficult question to 
answer specifically. But the 
town, which a little over 
a year ago completed a 
Vulnerability Consequences 
and Adaptation Planning 
Scenario – or VCAPS 
– Process, hopes the result 
will be less damage from 
future flooding. Flooding 
will occur, just like it has 
during situations rang-
ing from extreme high, or 
King, tides to hurricanes, 
such as 2018’s Florence. 
Swansboro, through the 
VCAPS Process, under-
stands the need to do what 
it takes to minimize the 
resulting damage. (See 
related article.)

Manufactured by a 
company in Boulder, Colo., 
the Divirod is a device that 
monitors water levels and 
uploads the data, which 
is retrievable in real time, 
according to Javier Marti, 
the chief executive officer 
and founder of the com-
pany. Marti is responsible 
for Swansboro getting the 
device. He found the town 
might be able to utilize 
his product after reading a 
newspaper article.

The article published 
nationally late last year was 

about coastal towns dealing 
with flooding. The writer 
spoke to Swansboro’s Chris 
Seaberg, town manager.

“The Associated 
Press article wasn’t just 
on Swansboro,” Seaberg 
explained. “It was sort of a 
post-Florence conversation 
on a lot of different things. 
I spoke about the things we 
are focused on to try and 
lessen the impact of future 
flood events.”

Seaberg said he dis-
cussed with the author 
stormwater, water levels 
and resiliency.

“Ours was focused on 
… the inadequacy of our 
stormwater system … the 

‘A local tide 

gauge has the 

potential to 

provide the 

town with more 

accurate infor-

mation when 

planning for 

future flooding 

from storms or 

normal high 

tides.’
Frank Tursi

Church lease in talks

(See TOWN, page �)

American Legion Post 
78 of Swansboro, as an 
ongoing service to the com-
munity, collects American 
flags that need to be retired.

The public is welcome 
to bring to the post on 
Corbett Avenue any flags 
that are no longer service-
able. The collection site is 
at the front door.

Once a year, usually on 
or around Flag Day, June 
19, the post disposes of the 
flags in the proper manner.

For information, call 
James Pearce, post mem-
ber, at (910) 326-5119, and 
leave a message.

Flags retired


