
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-80s and 
lows in the low-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Ellie Duncan, who was 
a 2020-21 student in 
Christina Barnes’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point methadone clinic open

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro library hosts 9/11 exhibit, Page 2

Commission grants permision for work, Page 3

Clemmons named Wood Ducks GM, Page 8

Swansboro Firefighter Engineer 
Will Stanley is picture “chilling” 
after returning from a fire earlier 
this summer, in which an excava-

tor caught fire. It was a hot day, in 
hot gear, battling a smoky fire … 
there was lots of sweat. (Pete Ru-
lon photo)

It’s been a hot one

Commentary

Wildlife 

abounds, 

faces harsh 

treatment 

from drivers
By Barry Fetzer

We’re blessed here in 
eastern North Carolina to 
have abundant wildlife. 
A little alligator surfaced 
daily behind our neighbor’s 
home this spring. Some of 
the bravest of the thousands 
of Atlantic Marsh Fiddler 
Crabs populating the shore-
line of nearby Queens 
Creek can be found close to 
our house hunting for their 
next meal looking like big 
spiders until you recognize 
them as crabs.

Birds abound. Egret, 
blue and green heron, gulls, 
painted buntings, bluebirds 
and cardinals. Osprey, king-
fishers, bald eagles, brown 
pelicans, ducks and the big 
birds from “off” – Canada 
geese – that can be seen 
stopping traffic on busy 
boulevards. Cormorants, 
owls, red pileated wood-
peckers. The menag-
erie is almost endless here. 
Jumping mullet, flounder, 
shrimp, river otters, dol-
phins and snakes of all 
varieties thrive. We’ve even 
collected bear scat in our 
backyard, confirmed as 

bear droppings by the local 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park ranger. Fox squirrels 
visit occasionally, mix-
ing with their ubiquitous 
brown squirrel cousins. 
Common five-lined and 
broad head skinks, Carolina 
green anoles, and tree and 
bull frogs, snapping and 
painted turtles and eastern 
box tortoises flourish here. 
Raccoons, opposum and 
coyotes too.

Unfortunately, this past 
spring we’ve also seen our 
share of animals killed by 
man’s predilection for cars 
and trucks and for speed, 
and animals’ inability to 
look both ways before 
crossing the street and get 
out of the way. It has been a 
killing field … like a wave 
of serial killers has been let 
loose on our area.

I’ve seen snakes (some 
people inexplicably run 
them over on purpose 
even though they’re one of 
God’s creatures, too, and 
have a purpose and right to 
live) routinely flattened in 
our neighborhood. Within 

Hope for Warriors 

cites Cash-Salau

Gold Star wife Dawn Cash-Sa-
lau of Swansboro, left, is pictured 
with Robin Kelleher, chief execu-

tive officer with Hope For The 
Warriors, at the recent presenta-
tion. (Contributed photo)

Swansboro resident and Gold Star 
wife Dawn Cash-Salau was recently 
named a recipient of the Vigiano Family 
Hope and Courage award at the Hope 
For The Warriors Summer Soiree, which 
was presented by Siemens Government 
Technologies.

Cash-Salau was one of three Vigiano 
Family Hope and Courage award win-
ners, presented by World Series cham-
pions Johnny Bench and Doug Flynn, 
according to a press release from the 
organization. She was recognized for 
her journey as a military spouse, Gold 
Star wife and for continuing to honor her 
husband’s legacy through college scholar-
ships.

“Service to our country doesn’t end 

after one retires from the military. An 
engrained set of values, convictions and 
purpose is what sets our military apart,” 
said Robin Kelleher, Hope For The 
Warriors co-founder and chief executive 
officer. “The people we honored are the 
faces of HOPE. Even when the world 
tries to squash the light of selfless ser-
vice, their lives shine with compassion 
and courage. Their voices and actions 
have transformed the lives of countless 
others.”

Named in honor of the Vigiano fam-
ily, who lost both of their sons in the 
September 11 attacks, the Hope and 
Courage Awards are presented to service 

(See MOTOR, page �)(See WOMAN, page �)

Labor 

Day 

Monday
Labor Day 2021 

will be celebrated on 
Monday, Sept. 6 and 
it will result in several 
changes of schedules.

The town of 
Swansboro offices will 
be closed Monday for 
the holiday.

Onslow County gov-
ernment offices will also 
be closed on Sept 6.

Onslow County 
Landfill and all the land-
fill collection sites will 
be closed on Monday.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be closed on 
Monday.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed on Monday.

Financial institutions 
plan to take the holiday 
on Monday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed on 
Saturday.
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Owner 

hoping 

to open
Yacht Club 

owner presents 

his case
By Jimmy Williams

Drew Lutheran is hop-
ing that a full accounting of 
the repair and remodeling 
work that has taken place 
on the Swannsborough 
Yacht Club in the past sev-
eral months will allow him 
to settle a dispute with the 
town of Swansboro, com-
plete the work and get the 
doors to the iconic night 
club and restaurant back 
open.

He would be back in 
business now, but his plan 
to remodel the building 
during the shutdown forced 
by the global pandemic in 

2020 went awry, due to 
a dispute over the scope 
and cost of the work. That 
resulted in the town issuing 
a stop-work order in August 
2020.

Lutheran, who opened 
the club on the Swansboro 
causeway in 1993, said that 
when the town shuttered the 
business, it not only hit him 
financially, it also adversely 
affected the 60 people who 
work at the club.

In a telephone interview, 
he said he feels he has been 
singled out.

“I feel like we are not 

(See OWNER, page �)It was reported in a 
Swansboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce email blast 
on Monday, Aug. 30, that 
one of the 13 American ser-
vice members killed in an 
attack by a suicide bomber 
at the airport in Kabul last 
week was a local resident.

Marine Sgt. Nicole Gee, 
who died in the attack by 
Isis-K on Aug. 26, lived in 
Bear Creek, according to 
the chamber.

The family has set up a 
GoFundMe site under her 
name and chamber staff is 
looking at ways to assist the 
family as well.

SACC plans 

to assist 

Gee family


