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Thank you for making our first year in the neighborhood so special.

Let’s celebrate this anniversary together.

Saturday, March 30
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Publix at Egret Landing
8800 Crew Dr. · Emerald Isle

workshops held ear-
lier in which board 
members analyzed 
each request.

In a follow-up 
email to the News-
Times, Mr. Bottoms 
added that he 
believes the budget 

proposal is conservative and fair.

Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Wine 
and dine

Beaufort Wine & 
Food will unveil its 
signature painting 
for the 15th annual 
festival during 
a dinner event 
Saturday, April 13.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Frances Hidebrandt, Bogue
Marguerite Smith, Stella
Michael Bryant, Raleigh
William Gillikin, Otway
Geraldine Grant, Beaufort
Betty Christenbury, Hubert
Jennifer Supplee, Newport

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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High: 63 
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Towns: Waste collection costs on the rise
BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Town offi-
cials want residents to prepare 
for an increase in solid waste 
fees in the current and coming 
fiscal years. 

Town staff discussed the mat-
ter with Beaufort commission-
ers during their Monday evening 

work session, at the Broad Street 
train depot. 

“If you recall from our agree-
ment with Waste Industries, the 
contract states they can pass a 
(consumer price index) increase 
each year,” Town Finance 
Director Christi Wood said.

The contract with Waste 
Industries is a five-year agree-

ment. This year, the increase 
amounts to 1.5 percent more for 
residential services. 

Town commissioners 
approved the current solid waste 
fee of $18.50 prior to the cur-
rent fiscal year. Under the new 
figures, that $18.50 user fee will 
increase to $18.78. 

Commissioner Charles 

McDonald said increases were 
bound to happen when the town 
contracted out services. 

“I can’t say I told you so, but I 
am going to say this, every item 
that you contract something out 
… the people who have the con-
tract are going to have a stipula-
tion in there where, every so 
often, they are going to be get-

ting paid,” Mr. McDonald said.  
Mayor Rett Newton main-

tains that despite the proposed 
increase, Waste Industries has 
provided the town with consis-
tent service. 

“I will respectfully say that 
it is good to have trash that is 
picked up, on routine, profes-
sionally,” Mayor Newton said. 

“It’s nice to have structure that 
I know … on this day my trash 
is going to be picked up, my 
recycling is going to be picked 
up. And there is a cost, there is 
a cost associated with our trash, 
but it’s predictable. The CPI is 
somewhat predictable. We know 

Report
outlines
airport’s
impact
Facility brings $34.8M
in revenue to the area

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Michael J. Smith Field 
Airport generates $34.8 million in annual 
business revenue, supports 295 jobs and 
contributes $1.5 million in state and local 
taxes, among other benefits to the local 
economy. 

That’s according to the N.C. Department 
of Transportation’s Division of Aviation, 
which released its State of Aviation report 
in January detailing the economic contri-
butions of the state’s 72 publicly-owned 
airports. Morehead City-Beaufort Airport 
Authority Chairman Dr. Robert Coles gave 
the county transportation committee an 
overview of the report and other airport 
happenings during the committee’s meet-
ing March 20 at the Crystal Coast Civic 
Center.

“The airport is a real asset to this 
community and it is part of the trans-
portation infrastructure here,” he said. 
“…North Carolina since 2001 has seen a 
big increase in general aviation business, 
particularly after 9/11. It’s become so 
inconvenient to fly commercially, we’ve 
had more and more folks wanting to utilize 
private air transport, and our airports are 
really becoming a more important part of 

Nourishment project progresses
A trio of bulldozers move sand Tuesday on a beach in Salter Path on Bogue Banks. The work is part of an ongoing nourishment project that remains 

on track to be completed by its Tuesday, April 30 deadline despite wet weather late last week. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE BANKS — The $20.1 
million beach nourishment stalled a 
bit late last week because of bad 
weather and sea conditions, but it’s 
still on track for completion well 

ahead of schedule.
Work should begin in Emerald Isle 

by about Wednesday, April 3. The 
contract deadline for completion is 
Tuesday, April 30.

Greg Rudolph, manager of the 
Carteret County Shore Protection 

Office, the agency responsible for plan-
ning and overseeing the project, said 
nourishment resumed Saturday after 
the delay, and by Monday, crews had 
passed the Ocean Club and Summer 
Winds condominium complexes in 
Indian Beach, headed east.

By mid-morning Tuesday, crews 
were working in front of Grand Villas 
in Indian Beach. Wednesday, work is 
scheduled to begin heading west again, 
through the rest of west Indian Beach 

Board forwards $26.6M request to county
Damaged nets 

and cracks at 
the East Carteret 
High School ten-
nis courts are 
among many 
items that would 
be repaired or 
replaced under 
the county school 
system’s pro-
posed budget 
request, approved 
Monday by the 
County Board 
of Education. 
(Cheryl Burke 
photo)

BY CHERYL 
BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

B E A U F O RT 
— With little fan-
fare, the County 
Board of Education 
adopted a $26.6 
million 2019-20 
county budget request Monday 
that addresses anticipated increases 

‘We have developed a budget request that 
is reasonable and prudent while aiming to 
provide the best possible education for our 
students.’               

— Mat Bottoms, superintendent

in salaries and benefit costs.
The budget also includes 

replacement of costly chillers and 
other heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning equipment, security 
improvements and resurfacing of 
the East Carteret High School ten-
nis courts.

The total request is about 8 per-
cent more than the $24.72 million 
the county allocated public schools 
this fiscal year.

Superintendent Mat Bottoms 
said the final request, presented to 
the board during a special meet-
ing in the school system’s cen-
tral office on Safrit Drive, had no 
changes from the previous budget 

“The school system has many 
needs in the operating and capi-
tal areas that are not addressed 
in this budget, but we are aware 
of the ongoing financial impact 
of Hurricane Florence on our 
county’s resources,” Mr. Bottoms 
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Ruth Bailey, Morehead City
Marion Bennett, Hendersonville
Hunter Gaskill, Harkers Island
Christine Becker, Jacksonville
Rebecca Brisson, Fuquay-Varina
Robert Vander Sys, Beaufort
Charles McKee II, Aiken, S.C.
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