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Carteret County reports 3 
more COVID-19 cases
STAFF REPORT

CARTERET COUNTY — The 
County Health Department 
Monday reported three ad-
ditional confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in Carteret County, 
bringing the total to 35.

According to a release, of the 
35 confirmed cases of COVID-
19, eight patients are con-
sidered active cases, 24 have 
recovered and satisfied the N.C. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services isolation require-
ments and three are deceased. 

Medical providers, including 
the health department, have 
collected specimens for testing 
from 697 patients, resulting in 
35 positive confirmation, 647 
negative results, one inconclu-
sive and 14 pending tests.

An updated map of con-
firmed cases by zip code is 
found on the county website at 
carteretcountync.gov. Accord-
ing to the map, two of the new 
cases are in the 28570 zip code 
covering Newport, and one 
case is in Morehead City, zip 
code 28557.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Preston Rawls Sr., Swansboro
Betty Marsden, Newport
Linda Harris, New Bern
Thomas Dees, Atlantic Beach
Gary Merrell, Emerald Isle
Barbara Kostek, Morehead City
Patricia Hill, Havelock
Donnie Hatsell, Hubert
James McCormick Sr., Morehead City

David Whitmore, Morehead City
Dorothy Riggs, Newport
Ruth Hutchinson, Newport
Sandra Barts, Newport
Elizabeth Wheeler, Ogden, Utah
Franklin Turney Jr., Newport
Nabila Williams, Morehead City
Randell Waters, Bayonne, N.J.
Patrick Driggers, Newport

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 9A

Wednesday 
May 13

Thursday 
May 14

Friday 
May 15

Saturday 
May 16

Sunday 
May 17

Low 7:41 a.m. 8:39 a.m. 9:34 a.m. 10:23 a.m. 11:05 a.m.
7:27 p.m. 8:35 p.m. 9:43 p.m. 10:44 p.m. 11:37 p.m.

High 12:59 a.m 1:58 a.m. 2:58 a.m. 3:55 a.m. 4:47 a.m.

1:39 p.m. 2:44 p.m. 3:45 p.m. 4:39 p.m. 5:26 p.m.
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More stores reopen as restrictions ease 

See Unemployment / Pg 2A
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MOREHEAD CITY — With state officials easing up 
the on novel coronavirus-related restrictions, local stores 
are beginning to reopen their doors. 

In Morehead City Monday afternoon, two large cloth-
ing retailers – Belk and T.J. Maxx – were open again and 
serving customers. Belk store manager Khris Hamlin said 
his store opened its doors at noon Monday. 

“We had people waiting at their cars and on the side-
walk,” he said. “Our customers are really flocking across 
the store.” 

Cynthia Hayes of Tarboro, who said she was staying in 
Atlantic Beach, was among those shopping at Belk Mon-
day afternoon. 

“I heard they were going to start opening some busi-
nesses, so I took a chance and came here,” she said. “I’ve 
missed Belk and the other stores being open.” 

Mr. Hamlin said as of Monday, his store is open daily 
from noon to 6 p.m. 

“We’re following local government recommendations to 
keep people safe,” he said. 

Similar to other businesses that have been allowed to 
stay open during the outbreak, Belk of Morehead City has 
stickers on the floor reminding people to maintain social 
distancing, as well as marked places for customers to wait 
while in line for registers. 

Over at T.J. Maxx, store employees Monday were keep-
ing careful count of how many customers were in the store 
at one time, limiting the number of shoppers. 

People lined up to wait their turn on the sidewalk 
outside. A sign posted in the window said temporary store 
hours were from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Satur-
day and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday. 

Customers line up at the register Monday in Belk of Morehead City, which opened its 
doors at noon. (Mike Shutak photo)
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Many businesses have 
closed due to the novel 
coronavirus outbreak, lead-
ing to layoffs and former 
staff applying for unem-
ployment.

But many say they’ve 
waited more than a month 
for needed benefits.

In Carteret County, from 
March 1-31, the most re-
cent county data available, 
1,962 claims were filed, of 
which 1,674 were related 

to COVID-19, according to 
NC Department of Com-
merce.  

Those numbers do not 
include those who’ve had 
problems filing claims.

Kerri Grilliot of States-
ville in Iredell County said 
she first applied March 29. 

Ms. Grilliot worked 
for Daimler Truck North 
America but was laid off 
due to the outbreak and its 
effect on the supply chain. 
She briefly returned to 
work April 27 but was laid 

off a second time May 1. 
“We (the company’s 

employees) still don’t 
know of our return date,” 
Ms. Grilliot told the 
News-Times. “About 1,300 
people have been laid off 
all these weeks and applied 
for unemployment insur-
ance at the same time. Only 
about half of those people 
have received their money 
from unemployment.” 

Ms. Grilliot said Daim-
ler Trucks officials told 
her they’ve done what’s 
required for her to receive 
unemployment. Daily calls 
and regular emails to an 
N.C. Division of Employ-
ment Security unemploy-
ment office have resulted 
in messages that there are 
“too many people” in the 
queue and to “call back 
later,” according to Ms. 

Grilliot. 
Since mid-March, 

unemployment insurance 
claim filings have been in 
the tens of thousands every 
day. According to the state 
Department of Commerce, 
as of Monday, 487,654 
North Carolinians have 
been paid $1.44 billion in 
unemployment insurance 
since March 15. 

Department data show 
daily claim filings were 
10,000 to 30,000 from mid-
March through mid-April. 

They spiked April 24 at 
54,495, then dropped to 
32,446 April 25. 

DEC data show that 
from March 15 through 
Sunday, 1,112,790 unem-
ployment insurance claims 
have been filed in North 
Carolina. 

“I feel bad for people 
who don’t have savings 
and haven’t received their 
stimulus (payments),” Ms. 
Grilliot said. “This is so 
sad; it shouldn’t take over 

North Carolinians face long wait for unemployment benefits
MOREHEAD CITY

Nearly 2,000 Carteret County 
residents have applied in March
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BEAUFORT — Things 
felt different Saturday 
morning at the Olde Beau-
fort Farmers’ 
Market, and 
it wasn’t just 
the unsea-
sonably cold 
tempera-
tures.

Now in its 
eighth year, 
the popular 
organiza-
tion featured 
in the May 
issue of 
Southern 
Living as 
one of the 
“South’s 
Best Farm-
ers’ Markets” is joining 
other establishments in 
adapting to doing business 
during a global pandemic.

“We have three hand-
washing stations set up,” 
market manager Cindy 
Bunch said through a mask. 

“We have a great volunteer 
team making masks, and 
we’re spread out, 10 feet 
apart.”

Beth Edmonds and Gar-
rett Cawman 
met visi-
tors at the 
entrance, 
offering free 
masks. Do-
nations were 
gladly ac-
cepted. The 
majority 
of those in 
attendance 
donned 
masks 
as they 
shopped.

A sign 
also greeted 
custom-

ers, reminding them “The 
COVID-19 threat is real. 
Stay Safe.” The sign en-
couraged attendees to wash 
their hands, practice social 
distancing and discouraged 
loitering or congregating 
in the market – to shop and 

Amidpandemic,
farmers’marketoffers
freshfoodtocommunity

Olde Beaufort Farmers’ Market adapts during crisis
BEAUFORT

go home. At this time, pets 
will not be allowed.

“Of course, there is 
apprehension about the 
COVID-19 situation, and 
making sure we are setting 
up safely to keep the public 

safe,” Ms. Bunch said. 
“We don’t have as many 
vendors. We don’t have 
the artisans in yet, just the 
farmers, the food produc-
ers, the fishermen.”

There were 15 vendors 

under the live oak trees on  
Courthouse Square, where 
there are typically twice as 
many during most normal 
Saturdays.

In another effort to cut 
down on crowd size, the 

market has established a 
preorder, prepackage and 
prepay system, allow-
ing customers to contact 
vendors in advance and 

A sign outlining measures to protect against the novel coronavirus greets visitors at the Olde Beaufort Farmers’ Market Saturday. (J.J. 
Smith photo)

“ This is the fist year 
we’ve done the market, 
and it went great last 
week. Business is going 
well. Doing this gets 
people familiar with our 
products.

— Sallie Edwards, Black Sheep

”
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Why the water 
matters to  
novice  
kayakers
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