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There will be a 
chance of thunderstorms 
Saturday and Sunday. 
High temperatures will 
be in the upper-80s and 
lows will be in the upper-
70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Alexis Lowe, who was 
a student in Christina 
Barnes’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• NCCF seeks wetland-repair funding

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside today’s paper for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter

Hammocks Beach State Park mainland project is on schedule, Page 5

Swansboro High’s volleyball team earns scholar accolades, Page 8

Anastasia Smith, 2, enjoyed a game of “catch” with her 
mother, Sara Smith of Jacksonville, while games were un-

derway at the baseball and softball fields on Swansboro 
Loop Road on Saturday, Aug. 22. (Pete Rulon photo)

Heads up Mom!

Commentary

Christians 

embracing 

president 

baffling
By Carol Hartsoe

This subject may create 
angst but it’s been on my 
mind as of late. I’m hop-
ing it strikes a chord with 
others and will bring about 
thought and discussion, as 
opposed to merely offend-
ing anyone.

I believe that pastors 
should stay out of politics.

I realize they are human 
beings with opinions, politi-
cal views, and party affilia-
tions. They have a personal 
life in which to express 
thoughts and proclaim 
who they will vote for. 
But should they use their 
position in the church to 
endorse candidates or influ-
ence people from the pulpit 
or through media? I say no.

There’s one well-known 
television evangelist going 

all out for Donald Trump. 
He touts him as a God-sent, 
miraculous, and extraordi-
nary gift that will do won-
ders for our country. Some 
people believe that … I do 
not.

It might be easier to 
believe if we could see a 
Christian side to our cur-
rent president. The follow-
ing quote came from my 
16-year-old granddaughter, 
“Your thoughts can’t be 
truly aligned with God’s 
and Donald Trump’s at the 
same time.”

I was surprised to hear 
that from a teenager, but 
delighted. Further into 
our conversation I learned 
there are lots of young 
people noticing the un-
Christian actions of Trump 

Historic home 

will be raised

The work to renovate the Isa-
iah Willis House on Water Street, 
the home on the right, will include, 

among other things, raising the 
home 9 feet above grade. (Jimmy 
Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Michael and Anne Marie Crose had 
plans to renovate the historic property at 
Swansboro’s 220 South Water St., and 
then Hurricane Florence came ashore.

Michael Crose told the Swansboro 

Historic Preservation Commission that 
while the hurricane drastically slowed the 
renovation process for the home, built in 
1915, it did not stop it. He did add though 
that plans for renovation have changed.

(See BAFFLING, page �)
(See RAISE, page �)

Meeting 

schedule 
The town of 

Swansboro’s September 
meeting schedule 
includes …

• Sept. 9: The 
Swansboro Planning 
Board meets in special 
session at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• Sept. 14: 
Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners meets in 
regular session at 5:30 
p.m. in the Swansboro 
Town Hall Community 
Room.

• Sept. 15: 
The Swansboro 
Historic Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 5:30 
p.m. in town hall.

• Sept. 16: 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Board meets 
in regular session at 
5:30 p.m. at Swansboro 
Recreation Center.

• Sept. 21: The com-
missioners and planning 
board meet in special 
session to discuss wet-
lands.

• Sept. 28: 
Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners meets in 
regular session at 5:30 
p.m. in the Swansboro 
Town Hall Community 
Room.

• The Swansboro 
Tourism Development 
Authority meets quar-
terly.

• The Swansboro 
Board of Adjustment 
and Flood Management 
Appeals Board meet as 
needed.

Onslow County 
commissioners meet on 
Sept. 9 and 21 and the 
Onslow County Board 
of Education meets on 
Sept. 1.

By Jimmy Williams

Commissioners are exploring 
the possibility of looking outside 
the Swansboro Town Hall campus 
for an emergency operations center.

During Isaias, which came 
ashore as a Category 1 hurricane on 
Aug. 4, the EOC was established as 
usual in the Public Safety Facility. 
Due to the fact that the hurricane 
was downgraded and moved 
through the area swiftly, there were 
few problems. But the town, in the 
words of Chris Seaberg, town man-
ager, may have “dodged a bullet.” 

The Public Safety Facility is not a 
safe place to be when storms reach 
a certain level of ferocity.

“Things went well,” Chief Ken 
Jackson of the Swansboro Police 
Department said. “But it was not 
a high-wind event. The gusts only 
reached 40 to 45 miles per hour. 
We felt safe at those wind speeds.” 
And, he added, “We didn’t have 
any leaks … that I’m aware of.”

Mark Tessing, chief of the 
Swansboro Fire Department, said 
there were no issues with the build-
ing. He said, “Everything went well 
with the fire department.”

But with six weeks of hurricane 
season left, there is concern that a 
future storm might pack more of a 
punch.

In comments following 
Hurricane Isaias, Mayor John 
Davis asked board members if 
they would consider looking at 
Swansboro United Methodist 
Church as an alternate EOC site. 
Board members agreed, with the 
understanding that if suitable, the 
full commission would have the 
opportunity to consider the memo-
randum of understanding before it 
is executed.

Seaberg said he has toured the 
church with the Rev. Kevin Baker, 
senior pastor.

“It is rated for a 130-mile-per-
hour wind,” Seaberg said of the 
church. “I visited the site this past 
Wednesday,” he added on Friday, 
Aug. 21. Seaberg said no other 
sites have been identified, but he 
added, “We are still discussing 
details.”

The church, which is at the cor-
ner of N.C. 24 and Old Hammock 
Road, is made up of three separate 

Town seeks ‘outside’ EOC
Swansboro needs secure storm headquarters site

(See SWANSBORO, page �)


