
Rain is possible on 
Saturday with sunny 
skies expected on 
Sunday. High tem-
peratures will be in the 
upper-60s and lows will 
be in the upper-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Elizabeth Reed, who is 
a student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Peletier seeks post office’s return

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Friends and county assist at state park, Page 2

Survey of historic district is underway, Page 5

Students will, or will not, wear green, Page 10

Rachel Bisesi of the N.C. Coastal Federation, left, and East 
Carolina University students Maleia Griffin, center, and Brit-
tany Barwick ae pictured cleaning up one of the rain gardens 
at Swansboro Town Hall on March 8. The students worked 

with the federation during what was called “ECU Alterna-
tive Break Experience.” For more information on the ECU 
program and the coastal federation, turn to page 5. (Pete 
Rulon photo)

Touching up the rain garden

Commentary

Newly minted 

Democrat 

feels slighted 

by county
By Joe Swartz

In my family, we speak 
three languages. We come 
from the Midwest, the 
Philippines and Colombia. 
Three generations live with 
each other. A traditional 
married couple live with a 
same sex one.

After starting our mili-
tary service under Don’t 

Ask, Don’t Tell, 13 years 
ago, my husband and I have 
lived to see it repealed and 
our marriage legalized.

I left my military career 
behind in favor of being 
a spouse and the primary 
caregiver for our adopted 
son. He continues on active 
duty, having sworn his oath 

SPD to get cars 

with ARP funds 
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Board of Commissioners 
has approved a spending plan utilizing 
American Rescue Plan funds to purchase 
five police cruisers.

The decision came at the Feb. 28 
meeting of the board, just as the town is 
about to prepare a budget for 2022-23.

The Federal American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 established Coronavirus 
State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, 
which will be distributed to state and 
local governments for the purpose of 
responding to negative economic impacts 
of stemming from COVID-19, accord-
ing to information provided by Sonia 
Johnson, finance director.

Swansboro was approved to receive 
$1,065,724.

When first announced last year, 
there were extensive restrictions on 
how the funds could be used, accord-
ing to Commissioner Jeff Conaway. But 
Conaway said state officials advised 
towns to delay creating a spending plan 
as the rule might be relaxed.

“The final rules have come out,” 
Johnson told commissioners on Feb. 28. 
“It allows us to use it for many govern-
ment service.”

ARP funds can be used to:
• Support public health expenditures;
• Address negative economic impacts 

caused by the public health emergency, 
including economic harms to workers, 
households, small businesses, impacted 
industries and the public sector;

(See SLIGHT, page �)

(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)

Rotary 

roast 

returns
After missing two 

years due to the corona-
virus, Swansboro Rotary 
Club will host its 41st 
oyster roast on Saturday, 
March 19.

The roast, which 
features all you can eat 
– oysters, barbecue, fish, 
hot dogs, hush puppies, 
beer and soft drinks – 
takes place at the Rotary 
Civic Center on West 
Main Street Extension at 
N.C. 24. 

Machine Gun Band 
will provide live enter-
tainment.

“This is our larg-
est fundraiser of the 
year and all proceeds 
stay directly in our 
local schools,” said 
Ed Radley, publicity 
chairman for the club. 
“We use the proceeds 
for Adam’s Closet and 
scholarships for our stu-
dents.

“We like to say this 
is one of the biggest 
events of the year in 
Swansboro.”

Radley said tickets 
are $75 and are available 
from any Rotarian and at 
the civic center.
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75¢

MARCH 16

2022

SWANSBORO

NORTH CAROLINA

VOLUME 43
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2 Medium One Topping Pizzas
$8.99

910-325-1775
Offer valid March 16-22 at Swansboro store only

Carry Out Only

923 W. Corbett Ave., Swansboro  

By Jimmy Williams

With filing for the North 
Carolina’s May 17 Primary 
Election now complete, 
voters have a few weeks to 
become familiar with can-
didates.

As usual, the Republican 
side of the primary is chock 
full of candidates.

There are some, but 

not many, races among 
Democrats locally. One of 
note is the race to deter-
mine the Democratic can-
didate for the N.C. House 
of Representatives 14th 
District.

This race for the 
Democratic nomination 
is between Isaiah “Ike” 
Johnson of Jacksonville and 
Eric Whitfield of Hubert.

George Cleveland of 
Jacksonville, incumbent, is 
running unopposed for the 
Republican Party’s nomina-
tion.

The race is interesting 
due to the fact that for the 
first time in recent mem-
ory, the Onslow County 
Democratic Party is endors-

Primary features odd 

matchup within party

Eric WhitfieldIke Johnson (See JOHNSON, page �)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=5c57fcba-1d5d-5977-9b1f-80a07c3880ae

