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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar

Randy Sellers, Swansboro
Nellie Fountain, Atlantic Beach

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Holiday market draws
shoppers to courthouse

Kelly Edwards of Stately Pines shops for Christmas gifts Saturday among the 
myriad of vendors at the Olde Beaufort Farmers’ Market’s Olde Fashioned Holiday 
Market at the courthouse in Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Under 
the glow of twinkling lights 
and with the sound of jingle 
bells and Christmas car-
ols filling the air, shoppers 
browsed through vendor 
booths Saturday evening at 
the Olde Beaufort Farmers’ 
Market Holiday Market.

Each December, the Olde 
Beaufort Farmers’ Market, 
which usually runs Saturday 
mornings, turns into a true 
evening Christmas mar-
ket, hosting vendors selling 
everything from produce to 

arts and crafts.
Market Manager Cindy 

Bunch said she was thrilled 
with the market’s turnout.

“I think it’s (the crowd) 
much larger than last year,” 
she said.

Ms. Bunch said most 
people come to the market at 
the start of the event, but she 
encouraged shoppers to stay 
after the sun went down.

“I want these people to 
see how gorgeous it is when 
all the lights come on,” she 
said.

Shoppers seemed to 
enjoy the holiday market, as 

the grounds under the live 
oak trees at the courthouse 
square were filled to the 
brim with people looking 
for the perfect last-minute 
holiday gift or just shopping 
the wares.

Among the shoppers 
were Craig and Marcelle 
Jackson of Morehead City. 
The couple was enjoying 
the market atmosphere and 
purchased greens from The 
Farm at Bogue, a produce 
stand from the small west-
ern Carteret County town.

Town surveys
businesses
ahead of curb
improvements

A pedestrian navigates the curb and landscap-
ing recently to access the sidewalk along the 
west side of the 100 block of Turner Street in 
Beaufort. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Town 
staff met with local busi-
ness owners Dec. 12 to dis-
cuss proposed changes the 
town is exploring for the 
100 block of Turner Street. 

Town Engineer Greg 
Meshaw provided business 
owners with information 
about the proposed chang-
es in order to gauge their 
opinions. 

“We believe that the 
plans were well received 
by those who were at the 

December 12th meeting,” 
Mr. Meshaw said. 

He added pedestrian 
safety was an emphasis of 
the meeting with business 
owners. 

Mr. Meshaw described 
plans to “move most, if not 
all of the bike racks from 
their currently planned 
plaza locations to a ‘bump 
out’ pedestrian refuge area 
in the street. 

“The bump out area 
would likely be defined 
and protected by new curb 

Fire destroys Beaufort eatery
Shops, 4 apartments lost in blaze

Family Promise seeks community support for 2020

Ashley Smith and her children, Shianne, 8, and Maddox, 2, sit 
in front of the Christmas tree in the Family Promise of Carteret 
County Inc. day center in Morehead City. The formerly homeless 
family is spending their first Christmas in their own home thanks 
to help from the program. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Court rules
Bandy owes
US, state $35M

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
Being homeless at Christmas 
is difficult, especially for 
those with children.

Thanks to Family Promise 
of Carteret County Inc., a 
nonprofit that houses home-
less families at county 
churches on a rotating basis, 
some parents and children 
will have a Merry Christmas 
and hope for the new year.

Family Promise not only 
provides temporary housing 
for families, but also offers 
additional services and sup-
port for the homeless at its 
day center.

Many who seek help 
through Family Promise are 
single moms, such as Ashley 
Smith, who has two children, 

Maddox, 2, and Shianne, 8.
Ms. Smith entered the pro-

gram in January, and thanks 
to support she received, 
the young mother and her 
children are celebrating 
Christmas in their own home 
this year.

“They helped me find 
housing, a job and I’m going 
back to school,” Ms. Smith 
said Dec. 18 as she and her 
children sat in the day center. 
“They really do fulfill prom-
ises for families.”

For Family Promise 
Executive Director Sandy 
Giacobbi, seeing families get 
back on their feet is the best 
Christmas present of all.

“It makes me so happy for 
these families to find a way 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — A local 
woman owes the federal government 
and the state of North Carolina nearly 
$35 million due to medical fraud.

The civil case involved the U.S. and 
the state against A Perfect Fit For You 
Inc., a now-closed specialty bra and 
medical supply store that was located in 
the Plaza Shopping Center in Morehead 
City. 

Margaret Gibson, former owner of 
the store, and Shelley Bandy, a sales 
representative, are also listed as defen-
dants on court documents.

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Crews 
spent the better part of the 
day Sunday fighting a fire at 
The Spouter Inn Restaurant 
& Bakery on Front Street 
that resulted in a total loss of 
the building.

Two other businesses, 
Sweet Lilly Ru and Tidal 
Treasures Gift Shop, as well 
as four upstairs apartments 
were lost in addition to the 

popular restaurant, Beaufort 
Public Information Officer 
Rachel Johnson said Sunday 
evening. The building is on 
the waterfront side of the 
200 block of Front Street in 
downtown Beaufort.

The fire was initially 
reported shortly after 5 a.m. 
Sunday when someone on 
the water spotted smoke and 

flames coming from the rear 
of the restaurant. Seven peo-
ple inside the building at the 
time were evacuated safely 
with no reported injuries. 

Ms. Johnson said two 
firefighters sustained minor 
injuries while fighting the 
blaze. 

Crews had mostly con-
tained the fire by Sunday 

afternoon but worked through 
the night into Monday morn-
ing to monitor hot spots. 
A section of Front Street 
between about Orange and 
Moore streets was closed 
while crews worked, but 
reopened Monday after the 
scene was cleared. 

Ms. Johnson described 

See Curb / Page 7A

See Fire / Page 2A

See Family / Page 3ASee Court / Page 7A

Firefighters with the Beaufort Fire Department work a blaze to knock down The Spouter Inn Restaurant & 
Bakery on Front Street in downtown Beaufort Sunday morning. The building, which also houses two other busi-
nesses and four apartments, was a total loss, officials said. (Elise Clouser photo)

See Market / Page 4A

Merry 
Christmas 
and happy 
holidays!
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