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There is a chance of 
rain this weekend with 
highs in the low-70s and 
lows in the low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Lucy 
O’Neal, a student in 
Kim Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Police investigate cat’s death

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for the News-Times and info on the St. Patrick’s Festival

Mayor John Davis admonishes boards for tretment of staff, Page 5

Swansboro High School softball team jmnps out to a 2-0, Page 11

This white turkey has been spotted running with a flock 
in Stella over the past two years. The turkey has a condi-
tion known as Leucism, according to Toni O’Neil, executive 
director of Possumwood Acres Wildlife Sanctuary in Hubert. 
“Since there is some pigment, it does have the condition 

called albinism, but should be referred to as ‘leucistic,’ since 
the eyes are dark rather than pink or red,” she said. Leucism 
causes white, pale or patchy coloration of the feathers, but 
not the eyes. “We have a leucistic male peacock at PAWS.” 
(Pete Rulon photo)

Leucistic turkey

Commentary

Political 

bungling, 

parental 

bungling
By Carol Hartsoe

Imagine you’re in a 
waiting room of some sort 
where there are children 
with their parents. Imagine 
a child acting out and run-
ning around like crazy. 
Or, perhaps tearing out the 
pages of a magazine, color-
ing on the wall, or anything 
else destructive that a child 
should not be doing. There 
are any number of possible 
scenarios. 

Now you notice the par-
ent making a feeble attempt 
to stop the unrighteous 
behavior or sometimes not 
even trying at all. Maybe, 
on a good day, the child 
actually stops. But the calm 
does not last long. Soon the 
child resumes his behavior 
and when the parent tries 
to intervene again the child 
doesn’t listen. The parent 
gives up and the bad behav-
ior continues. 

Next, another person in 
the waiting room speaks 

to the child, admonishing 
against the bad behavior. 
The parent is offended and 
then defends the child, 
sending the message that 
his or her actions are okay; 
there won’t be conse-
quences.

I think of a quote by 
Franklin P. Adams. “You 
can learn many things 
from children. How much 
patience you have, for 
instance.”

I wonder what we learn 
from adults that act like 
children? Were they once 
the unruly children in wait-
ing rooms? The bullies in 
school who had no respect 
for teachers or rules? The 
children who’ve never 
heard the word “no”?

I think they are, and 
I’ve learned something 
from them. I have no more 
patience for it and I’m sick 
of seeing it. Somebody else 
needs to get sick of it too.

Funding OK’d 

for park project

Work is underway on a 50-space 
parking lot at Swansboro Munici-

pal Park, one of two projects at the 
park. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

With work underway, town commis-
sioners have approved a budget amend-
ment to fully fund the construction of 
a parking lot at Swansboro Municipal 
Park. In the same vote, commissioners 
approved funds to complete repairs on a 
launch at Swansboro Bicentennial Park.

Action came at the Feb. 24 meeting of 
the commissioners.

With Swansboro Public Works 
Department handling some of the work, 

the town parking lot is estimated to 
cost about $67,000, according to Anna 
Stanley, parks and recreation director. Of 
that the town has $17,895 in grant funds.

“Swansboro Parks and Recreation 
received an N.C. Connect Bond Grant 
in 2017 for a three-phase project: tennis 
court reconstruction, inclusive splash pad, 
and additional parking to accommodate 
access,” Stanley said.

The other two phases are complete.

(See SPEAKING, page �)
(See PARK, page �)

Explorer 

Post 

planned
Crystal Coast 

Waterkeeper and White 
Oak-New Riverkeeper 
Alliance have teamed 
up with CMAST and 
Sturgeon City to offer 
Explorer Post.

Explorer Post is a 
new program for high 
school students inter-
ested in environmental 
science.

It will help teens 
discover their future 
through citizen science, 
camping, kayaking, ser-
vice projects and compe-
titions.

The group will meet 
on March 25, 6:30-7:30 
p.m. at the Sturgeon 
City Administration 
Building at 50 Court St. 
in Jacksonville.

Setting the board’s agenda
Commissioners take 

a more active role

By Jimmy Williams

In discussion that 
spanned two meetings, 
Swansboro commissioners 
have established a policy on 
setting their semi-monthly 
meeting agenda.

During the commis-
sioner comments section of 
the Feb. 24 meeting agenda, 

Commissioner Frank Tursi 
raised the issue.

He pointed out that the 
members of the board spend 
about six hours a month 
in regular meetings. “We 
should have some input on 
how we spend that time.”

Meetings regularly open 
with the mayor and com-
missioners recognizing citi-

zens, from schoolchildren 
to community volunteers. 
The presentations, which 
can include a proclama-
tion or resolution, can last 
from a few minutes up to 
an hour, according to Tursi. 
Commissioners unofficially 
at least – try to keep meet-
ings to two hours or so.

At the Feb. 24 meet-
ing for example, Mayor 
John Davis led the board 
in honoring an Eagle Scout 
from Swansboro High 
School and an undefeated 
Swansboro Middle School 

athletic team.
Davis apparently places 

the items on the agenda and 
then informs the commis-
sioners rather than seeking 
consensus prior to the invi-
tations.

“We should have some 
say in whether and how 
and what process we use,” 
Tursi said. Congratulating a 
group or individual should 
be a board decision, he 
added.

The matter of setting the 
board agenda was an agen-
da item at the board meet-

ing on Monday, March 9.
Tursi opened the discus-

sion by asking Paula Webb, 
assistant town manager and 
town clerk, to explain the 
current process.

She said many of the 
items are the result of 
required action, such as 
a rezoning request. Other 
items are requested, either 
from a commission person-
ally or the result of discus-
sion during a meeting.

Tursi said the two meet-

(See AGENDA, page �)

As a follow-up to last 
week’s Commentary on the 
coronavirus at its effects on 
the market, Dave Kaplan, 
the author, submitted the 
following statement.

The Fed’s rapid deci-
sion to initiate a half-point 
cut in interest rates reflects 
its continued worry about 
the economic effects of the 
coronavirus. It worries that 
the ongoing interruptions 
to ordinary market activi-
ties will result, finally, in 
pushing our economy into 
recession.

Only time will tell if 
the Fed’s action to provide 
stimulus for the economy 
succeeds in preventing it 
from falling into recession.

Commentary 

follow-up


