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“I became a 
Republican back 
then and that was 
rare. Republicans 
weren’t part of the 
political scene,” 
he told the News-
Times in an inter-
view this month. 

Of the cases 
that defined his 
early career, ger-
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The County 
Public Library 
in Beaufort 
will feature 
the artwork of 
Deb Covington 
through April.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Richard Geissinger, Morehead City
Robert Ensminger, Harkers Island

Michael Bryant, Raleigh
Leland Yeomans, Harkers Island
Marie DeCampo, Morehead City

Edward Barrowman, Beaufort
Shirley Hunter, Morehead City

Susan Oettinger, Morehead City
Charles Hill, Newport
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Judge Hunter retires from appeals court

HUNTER

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — After 
a decades-long career, Appellate 
Court Judge and former State 
Supreme Court Justice Robert 
Hunter is retiring. 

Monday marks his last day as an 
appellate judge, as he has met the 
state-mandated age of retirement, 
72. A resident of Morehead City, 
Judge Hunter has made a name for 
himself after decades navigating 
North Carolina’s judiciary. 

“I graduated from (UNC) Chapel 
Hill in 1969,” Judge Hunter said. 
“I went to law school and gradu-
ated from Chapel Hill Law School 
(in 1973).” 

After graduation, he began 
practicing in Greensboro prior 
to getting involved with a num-
ber of statewide initiatives. Judge 
Hunter, a lifelong Republican, said 
he owes much of his early inspira-
tion to two key figures. 

“I used to watch Perry Mason 
on television,” Judge Hunter said 
with a slight laugh. “I just thought 
Perry Mason was great, and I just 
thought I wanted to do that. I 
thought it was a great thing to do. 
When I used to go to a camp in 
Morehead, in the summers, some-
one gave me the book “Conscience 
of a Conservative.” I read that 
and I thought (the author, Barry 
Goldwater) was great. 

rymandering was one of his pri-
mary focuses. 

Judge Hunter, then a North 
Carolina attorney, became one 
of the few lawyers who pleaded 
a case before the U.S. Supreme 
Court.  

“In 1985, I had five cases before 
the U.S. Supreme Court, all on ger-
rymandering,” Judge Hunter said. 

He acknowledged that gerry-
mandering continues to be at the 
forefront of the state’s judicial and 
political landscape. He added that 
he isn’t concerned about the state 
taking decades, from the beginning 
of his career to now, to potentially 
settle the matter. 

“There is an expression that 
things will continue to be litigated 
until it is settled rightly,” Judge 
Hunter said. “I don’t think we have 
the right formula yet. It doesn’t 
particularly trouble me. It’s an 

See Judge / Page 4A

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The town 
of Beaufort is getting a head 
start on burying Front Street’s 
power lines, prior to the start 
of the summer parking season. 

This is according to pub-
lic works director Mark Eakes, 
who said the project is a collab-
oration between Duke Energy 
and the town. 

“The power in the area is 
already underground,” Mr. 
Eakes said. “This is just street 
light wiring.” 

The portion of the sidewalk 
next to the shops is still open 
for pedestrian traffic. However, 
Duke Energy crews have dug a 
trench that will hold the wiring 
conduits. 

“We’re actually repouring 
the sidewalk,” Mr. Eakes said. 

The project, according to 
Mr. Eakes, has two parts. 

While Duke Energy is 
responsible for construction 
stemming from burying the 
lines, the town is conducting 
an  adjacent beautification 
project by planting decorative 
trees along the repaved side-
walk.  

“The tree grates around the 
base of the trees on the north 
side is the responsibility of the 
town which is around $4,000,” 
Mr. Eakes said. 

Mr. Eakes anticipates the 
total project will be completed 
by the end of next week. 

Duke Energy agreed to do 
the project at the suggestion of 
town officials. At the town’s 
annual retreat on March 14 and 
15, Commissioner Ann Carter 
suggested seeing if Duke 
Energy would be willing to 
bury some of the lines through-
out the town. 

Contact Dean-Paul Stephens 
at 252-726-7081, ext. 232; email 
Dean@thenewstimes.com; or follow 
on Twitter @DeanPEStephens.

Duke buries light wiring
Work to finish 
late next week

Christian Zapata with Pullmann Landscaping moves cones Thursday to protect the newly surfaced side-
walk along Front Street on the Beaufort waterfront. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — From Cedar Island to 
Newport, more than 70 volunteers were 
spread out across the county last week 
repairing homes damaged by Hurricane 
Florence.

United Methodist Church Disaster 
Response teams from Tennessee, Maryland 
and West Virginia have been staying at the 

disaster response center at St. James United 
Methodist Church in Newport, as well as 
at Ann Street United Methodist Church in 
Beaufort.

The Newport disaster response center 
opened its doors in February, and between 
the Newport and Beaufort sites, the UMC 
disaster response group has already hosted 

Groups converge to fix homes

Volunteers with a United Methodist Church Disaster Response Team, from 
left, Fred Allison of Blountville, Tenn., Bill Bright of Jonesborough, Tenn. 
and Keith Hoffman of Jonesville, Tenn., make repairs Thursday to a house in 
Newport that flooded during Hurricane Florence. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Repair / Page 4A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Roadside litter is a problem 
more people in Carteret County are noticing, 
and environmentalists and town officials are 
seeing it its effects. 

Roadside litter became a focus for the Croatan 
Group of the Sierra Club, the local branch of the 
club, in spring 2018. Co-chair Mike Murdoch 
spearheaded an anti-litter campaign, which 
has since been largely picked up by Carteret 

Officials notice litter 
problem on roads

See Litter / Page 5A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Edenbridge Apartments 
residents should be able to move back in to their 
homes by the end of April as repairs wrap up on the 
hurricane-damaged complex. 

Residents have been displaced from Edenbridge 
Apartments, a 40-unit senior living complex at 501 
Brooks St., since the end of September, when they 
were given notice to vacate themselves and all their 
belongings due to damage from Hurricane Florence. 
The building experienced roof and water damage that 
resulted in extensive mold growth, and Morehead City 
officials warned the building was unsafe for habita-
tion, though they did not condemn it at the time.

Edenbridge is operated by the Beaufort-based 
company East Carolina Community Development 
Inc., which owns several other senior living and 
low-income developments throughout the region. 
Executive Director Keith Walker said Friday repairs 
are moving along and should be complete in mid- to 
late-April. 

He said the last remaining step is to install flooring 
throughout the building. Once repairs are complete, he 
said Morehead City officials will inspect the building 
and give residents the OK to move back in, hopefully 
by the end of April. 

Officials with Coastal Community Action, a group 
based in Newport that has been assisting residents 
through the dislocation process, had a more optimistic 
view on when repairs will be complete, however. 

“From what we’ve heard, repairs are wrapping up 
in a week or so,” Nadine Sullivan, CCA housing direc-
tor, said Thursday.

Some Edenbridge tenants rely on assistance from 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
to help pay their housing costs. Upon being vacated, 
those residents received housing vouchers good for 
180 days, after which time they were told HUD would 
end the housing assistance agreement.   

The vouchers were initially set to expire around the 
end of March, and residents worried repairs would not 
be completed in time for them to move back in and 
keep their HUD assistance.

“We are really on pins and needles about this apart-
ment situation,” resident Loretta Markham said in a 
text to the News-Times recently. 

However, Ms. Sullivan said the voucher deadline 
was extended due to the 35-day government shutdown 
in December and January. She said HUD was one of 
the agencies whose funding was up in the air during 
the shutdown, so the vouchers were put on hold.

“The shutdown was a blessing in disguise for the 
Edenbridge residents,” she said. “It gave them a few 
extra days for things to get sorted out.”

Now, the vouchers will expire April 13-17, depend-
ing on when tenants originally signed their agreements 
with HUD. If repairs are done by mid-April, residents 
may be able to move in by the voucher deadline. 

Ms. Sullivan said she knows about 15-20 tenants 
with the vouchers plan to move back, down from 

Displaced
Edenbridge 
residents 
could move 
back soon

See Edenbridge / Page 4A

Optimistic estimate 
puts completion of 
repairs in line with 
voucher expiration
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