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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny on 
Saturday with a chance 
of rain on Sunday. High 
temperatures will be in 
the upper-60s and lows 
will be in the upper-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Annalise Pinkletein, who 
is a student in Baylee 
Jones’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Pine Knoll Shores to alter speed limit

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Series continues: Frugality one of the keys to acquiring wealth, Page 5

Despite good offensive showing, Pirates fall to Patriots in football, Page 7

Swansboro students enjoy a number of outdoor activities, Page 8

The recently completed Ward Shore Park per-
vious parking area is one example of a project 
that could be identified as worthwhile under the 

upcoming NC Resilient Coastal Communities 
Program. The park’s living shoreline is another. 
(Pete Rulon photo)

Town aims to ‘flood-proof’

Commentary

Biden plan 

calls for hike 

in corporate 

tax rate, 

opposition 

likely
By Dave Kaplan

All of us who have 
lived for some years have 
seen changes in the U.S. 
Memories have a way of 
sharpening some of them, 
leading us to think about 
how we used to live and 
how we live now. When we 
think of the way the world 
used to be – no television, 
computers, and electric 
cars, for example – we 
think of the changes those 
three things have compelled 
in the way we live and 
work, and we realize that 
right now, we might be in 
for some big changes.

What triggers these 
thoughts is President 
Biden’s recent announce-
ment of big spending on 
our infrastructure. Many of 
these changes will center 

on fixing roads and bridges, 
bigger spending on research 
and development, and 
increasing funding for inter-
net access, etc. This spend-
ing is in addition to the $1.9 
trillion plan already passed 
to eradicate the coronavirus.

This spending totals 
between $3 and 4 trillion 
over approximately 10 
years. It will be paid for 
mainly by increasing corpo-
rate tax rates and increasing 
taxes on companies with 
substantial foreign earnings. 
The corporate tax rate is 
planned to increase to 28 
percent from 21 percent. 
The U.S. corporate rate will 
still be lower than the 35 
percent that existed before 
the 2017 corporate tax cut. 
These projected increases 

Library friends 

share poetry

Swansboro Friends of the Li-
brary President Barry Fetzer, left, 
and project chair Brenda Johnson, 

right, present a gift to the young-
est person to submit a poem, Ellie 
Layton. (Contributed photo)

An invitation from the Swansboro 
Friends of the Library for folks “to spread 
some creativity” during this time of con-
tagion has produced some results.

Several people – young and old – took 
part in the friends’ Covid Creativity: 
Poetry Pandemic Project.

The effort to collect and share the 
work of local writers by the Swansboro 
Friends of the Library was in recognition 
of National Poetry Month April 2021.

Dr. Brenda Johnson, lifetime member 
of the Swansboro Friends of the Library, 
submitted the materials for this article.

“We enjoyed providing an outlet for 

creativity during the pandemic, receiv-
ing poems not only from adult men and 
women but also from children as young 
as 6,” she said. “Especially notable was 
the poem submitted by Richard von 
Hoorne, illustrated by his own mixed 
media art piece, on display at Carolina 
Artist Gallery in Morehead City.

“We hope people will continue creat-
ing and that in the future we can have 
a public celebration at the Swansboro 
Branch Library during April National 
Poetry Month.”

(See BIDEN, page �)
(See FRIENDS, page �)

Earth Day 

event 

planned
Coastal Carolina 

Riverwatch, NC 
Cooperative Extension 
and Carteret Food and 
Health Council will 
host a virtual class, 
Vermiculture 101, on 
Earth Day.

This is a free virtual 
workshop on April 22 at 
6 p.m.

Vermiculture is the 
practice of keeping 
earthworms for compost-
ing. Vermiculture can 
keep kitchen waste out 
of landfills and turn it 
into nutrient-rich com-
post.

And vermiculture is 
easier than you think. 
Take part in this class to 
learn how to can reduce 
your environmental foot-
print in this fun, interac-
tive way.

A limited supply of 
worm-bin starter kits are 
available for purchase.

Visit coastalcaro-
linariverwatch.org for 
details on registering and 
purchasing the kits.

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro is among the 
25 communities to receive 
state funds for technical 
assistance in flood-risk 
assessment and resilience 
planning work.

A total of $675,000 has 
been made available for 
completion of Phases 1 and 
2 of the new NC Resilient 
Coastal Communities 
Program, according to a 
press release. The North 
Carolina Department of 
Environmental Quality’s 
Division of Coastal 
Management announced the 
awards on March 17.

Chris Seaberg, town 
manager, shared the news 
with commissioners at their 
March 22 regular meeting.

“The fact that we were 
chosen, of all the coastal 
communities that could 
have been chosen, that’s a 
big deal,” Commissioner 
Frank Tursi said after the 
announcement. “Getting 
this grant is really a big 
deal, and we should be 
proud of it.”

Work on the project 
has already begun for 
Swansboro. Seaberg and 
Jennifer Ansell, town 
planner, met with the rep-
resentatives of Dewberry 
Engineering of Raleigh 
on Friday, April 9, as they 
begin an orientation period 
of about two weeks that 
will also include DCM. 
Seaberg said he and 

Swansboro 

receives 

‘resilient’ 

grant funds

Ansell would next for an 
“action team” to work with 
Dewberry. The team, a 
steering committee, will be 
composed of staff, elected 
and appointed town offi-
cials.

“We’ll pose it to the 
board of commissioners, 
planning board and flood 
appeals board, probably,” 
he said.

DCM contracted with 
selected contractors to 
provide direct technical 

“The fact that we were cho-

sen, of all the coastal communi-

ties that could have been cho-

sen, that’s a big deal.’
Frank Tursi

assistance services to locali-
ties. Seaberg said the grant 
totals for local governments 

in Swansboro’s category 
are for planning and are 
between $15,000 and 

$30,000.
“North Carolinians on 

our coast are on the front 
lines of climate change,” 
said Dionne Delli-Gatti, 
secretary of the Department 
of Environmental Quality. 
“These grants provide vital 
resources so that coastal 
communities can identify 
and address the climate 
hazards that impact their 
residents and economies 

(See TOWN, page �)

Swansboro will continue 
Clean Sweep Week through 
Friday, April 16, picking 
up trash not normally col-
lected.

Items such as furniture, 
pet bedding and carriers, 
electronics, bicycles and 
grills will be collected at 
the curb.

The town will not pick 
up computers, televisions, 
propane tanks, white goods  
or hazardous materials.

The town will have trash 
containers at the Public 
Works Department on Fifth 
Street until April 16.

Clean Sweep!


