
The weekend weather 
will be rainy with highs in 
the mid-80s and lows in 
the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Stefan Myers, who 
was a student in Emily 
Johnson’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle to dredge at Kelly Lane

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Town recognizes retiring SFD chief, Page 3

Queens Creek student supports mates, Page 5

SHS football team takes practice field, Page 8

Bidding farewell to the chief

Commentary

Vaccine 

reluctance 

baffling, 

damaging
By Carol Hartsoe

It was difficult and dis-
appointing to read in the 
July 21 edition of this paper 
that two unvaccinated peo-
ple died from COVID-19 
in Onslow County recently. 
Reading that cases are ris-
ing at the alarming rate of 
163 percent in a week as of 
July 19 is also difficult.

According to the CDC, 
Onslow County has one of 
the highest rates of vaccine 
hesitancy in all of North 

Carolina. I can’t help but 
wonder why and if we will 
ever reach herd immunity 
here.

Some questions for the 
unvaccinated:

Is it because you can’t? 
It’s understandable if your 
immune system is com-
promised enough already 
and your medical recom-
mendation is to not get the 
vaccine at this time. You’ll 
surely take the safety pre-

TDA puts off 

festival request
By Jimmy Williams

When the Swansboro Festivals 
Committee, organizer of the town’s vari-
ous well-known outdoor events, began 
discussing a merger with Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation Department a few 
years ago, there was a clear message 
from the town: volunteers are critical.

Based on the outcome of the 
Thursday, July 8, Swansboro Tourism 
Development Authority meeting, the 
presence of volunteers – particularly at a 
time when hurricanes and the global pan-
demic have caused so much disruption to 
the town’s street-fair schedule – is sorely 
missed.

That is the conclusion at least one 
TDA member, Scott Chadwick, has 
reached.

Chadwick, along with fellow TDA 
members Randy Swanson, chairman, 
Jack Harnatkiewicz and Linda Thornley, 
were asked by the town to consider a 

request for $20,000 to support the 2021-
22 town festivals. There are four major 
events sponsored by the town. (See 
related story.)

The TDA exists to provide fund-
ing in support of tourism-related events 
with money collected from a tax on the 
hospitality industry. The money, about 
$50,000 was collected in 2020-21, from 
the occupancy tax is used primarily for 
advertising but a portion can also be used 
for capital expenses.

The request from the parks and rec-
reation department, for $20,000, would 
be considered a capital expense in that it 
would be used to pay for the live music 
planned for the Mullet Festival, accord-
ing to Sonia Johnson, Swansboro finance 
director.

Anna Stanley, parks and recreation 
director, told the committee Onslow 
County’s TDA would be contributing 

(See BAFFLING, page �)
(See VOLUNTEERS, page �)

USMC 

issues 

warning
Officials at Marine 

Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune reminds boaters 
that Browns Island is off 
limits.

According to a base 
order, Browns Island 
is strictly off-limits to 
civilians and military 
personnel not specifi-
cally scheduled or pre-
arranged to be there.

The waterway restric-
tions for the creeks and 
tributaries leading to and 
around the island are 
there in order to protect 
people from the frequent 
live-fire exercises con-
ducted and the unex-
ploded ordnance in and 
around the area.

Violators could be 
imprisoned and/or fined.

According to a 
Facebook post alerting 
the public to the restric-
tion, a commenter noted 
that the military was 
alerted to unexploded 
ordnance that, had it 
been detonated, could 
have caused injury or 
death.

Boaters may not stop, 
tie up or disembark their 
vessels. No crabpots, 
bottom dragging nets, 
anchoring or any bottom 
disturbing activities are 
allowed.

All navigable waters 
in the area between 
the south bank of Bear 
Creek and the north bank 
of Browns Inlet are base 
property.

Bear Creek and 
Muddy Creek leading to 
the Atlantic Intracoastal 
Waterway to Bear 
Inlet are open but “an 
unknown element of risk 
exists.”

Military Police regu-
larly patrol the area and 
issue citations to tres-
passers.

Call (910) 451-7440 
for information.
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Members and friends 
of the Swansboro Fire 
Department gathered at 
the Swansboro Public 
Safety Facility on the 
evening of Friday, July 
30, to honor Chief Mark 
Tessing. Tessing, named 
chief in 2017, worked 
his last day on Friday. 
He and his wife Linda, in 
photo at left, will leave 
the area, moving to Myr-
tle Beach, S.C. Retiring 
along with Tessing will 
be his “Chief’s Vehicle,” 
photo at right. (Pete Ru-
lon photos)

New Swansboro fire chief Dave Degnan has 
experience in the role and with the department. 
(Zack Nally photo)

Degnan new chief
Role is a familiar one 

By Zack Nally

The Swansboro Fire Department has a 
new chief in Dave Degnan.

The 55-year-old took over for retired 
chief Mark Tessing on Saturdary, July 31, 
after spending time with the department 
in a part-time fashion since 2019. The 
Chicago native is familiar with the job 
after serving as the fire chief for the city of 
Sandusky, Ohio, between 2014 and 2017.

Degnan retired in 2017 and made 
the move to Onslow County to be closer 
to his daughter, Whitney, who lives in 
Jacksonville.

“We had planned on moving down here 
to be close to my daughter and we wanted 
to do it before we got much older,” Degnan 
said. “So, after I turned 50, we retired and 
made the move. We started coming down 

to Emerald Isle in 2009, and I really liked 
it here so it was an easy move.”

Degnan is a nine-year U.S. Air Force 
veteran with a family history of law 
enforcement. He’ll be the first to tell you, 
though, that he didn’t get the “police 
gene.”

“There was always an expectation that 
I would go into law enforcement,” he said, 
“but since being a young kid, I always 
wanted to be the person that helped people 
when they were injured. I like helping 
people at their worst. I have the ability to 
treat people without judgment. I like fight-
ing fires, too, and being in that front row 
position to help.”

After spending 20 years with the 
department in Sandusky and retiring as 

(See DEGNAN, page �)


