
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the low-70s and 
lows in the upper-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jasper Schilling, who is 
a student in Elizabeth 
Schrecengost’s first 
grade class at Sand 
Ridge Elementary 
School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

This week’s weather 

Selgren’s first grade 

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classified@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com




SWANSBORO 
COMMISSIONER BID ON

NEW PARK
SEE PAGE 3


 

VOLUME 41, NUMBER 28
SWANSBORO,

NORTH CAROLINA

The News-Times is inside!

• PKS employees to get pandemic pay

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

SHS SRO is cleared of wrongdoing, Page 2

SHS boys are unbeaten, having fun, Page 6

QCES pupils share holidy traditions, Page 8

Supporter’s effort honored

Commentary

Final touch 

at year’s end 

is an effort 

to stabilize 

economy
By Dave Kaplan

There is a tendency for 
all of us to look back on 
the year that is ending and 
think about what we have 
done and what we could 
have done better.

Usually, as we think of 
the year coming to an end, 
we take a look at our lives, 
and if we are lucky, we can 

take some satisfaction in 
that we solved certain prob-
lems and made some con-
siderable progress towards 
the solution of various other 
problems that have given us 
much concern and worry. 
Those who are involved in 
making policies to help us 
manage various problems 

Clerk, manager 

get contracts
By Jimmy Williams

Town commissioners have completed 
the paperwork necessary to promote 
Paula Webb to the job of town manager. 
Following a closed session at its Nov. 22 
meeting, the panel voted unanimously to 
approve the terms of her contract.

With Webb’s promotion from assistant 
town manager and town clerk to town 
manager, Alissa Fender has been pro-
moted from assistant town clerk to town 
clerk.

Fender, 43, in an email interview, 
said her family moved to Onslow County 
in 1980 and 10 years later, purchased 
the iconic Margolis Men’s Store in 
Jacksonville – which the family still 
owns and which will celebrate it’s 110th 
year in business in 2022.

She grew up working in the store 
where, she said, her father instilled in her 
the importance of good customer service. 

(See YEAR’S, page �)(See CONTRACTS, page �)

Present 

drive

at SMS
A Swansboro 

Christmas Cheer pres-
ent drive is underway 
through Dec. 18.

Swansboro Christmas 
Cheer is dedicated to 
helping families in need 
in the Swansboro area 
during the Christmas 
season. 

People can drop 
off new, unwrapped 
gifts – appropriate for 
children in kindergar-
ten through 12th grade 
– at Swansboro Middle 
School, 1240 West 
Corbett Ave.

If you would like to 
have your gifts picked 
up, that can be arranged.

Call (910) 581-4678 
for more information.
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Boosters 

name gym 

for  Crews
By Zack Nally

When Claude Crews 
arrived at the basketball 
game at Swansboro High 
School on Thursday, Dec. 
2, he didn’t suspect a thing.

He was told the 
Swansboro Chamber of 
Commerce was going to 
honor the Century Club as 
the “Business of the Year” 
– which it did – and that 
he would help represent 
the high school and middle 
school booster organization, 
considering he is a charter 
member.

“I didn’t think anything 
of it until Charles Rawls 
asked if ‘Miss Mary Crews 
could come onto the floor,’” 
Crews said. “That caught 
me off guard.”

As his wife of 57 years 
approached the gym floor, 
Crews noticed his sister, 
his brother, a handful of 
his friends and members 
of his church. That’s when 
he knew something special 
was happening.

Rawls announced a 
few minutes later that the 
Swansboro Middle School 
Annex Gymnasium would, 
from that moment on, bear 
Crews’ name in recognition 
of the longtime resident’s 

Alissa Fender

Claude Crews was honored at the basketball 
game on Thursday, Dec. 2, with a plaque bear-

ing his name for the Swansboro Middle School 
Annex Gym. (Zack Nally photo)

commitment and service 
to athletics at the middle 
and high schools and the 
community’s parks and rec-
reation department.

“I was very surprised,” 
Crews said. “Nothing like 

that had ever crossed my 
mind.”

The process to name the 
gym in honor of Crews has 
been in motion for a year, 
beginning with Century 
Club Board of Directors 

Wayne Mixon interviewing 
former colleagues of Crews 
– Jason McCray, Ronnie 
Ross, John Liles, Craig 
Blue and Joan Riggs – to 
provide testimonials for the 
request.

“I had a business mem-
ber here in Swansboro 
make the comment, 
‘Somebody ought to do 
something to recognize 

(See HONORING, page �)

Churches and other 
nonprofit organizations are 
welcome to include upcom-
ing events in the Tideland 
News free of charge.

Call (910) 326-5066 or 
email jimmy@tideland-
news.com to find out how.
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