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MLK 
Celebration

An annual celebration of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s life and message will take place 
Monday at the Crystal Coast Civic Center.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Jimmy Durham, Newport
Jean Darmo, Swansboro
Alma Dickens, Weldon
Henry Hill Jr., Newport
John Dudley, Swansboro
Becky Knight, New Bern
Carl Jones, Newport
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Rainy Partly 
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Frank Ferguson, Cedar Point
Mary Tillman, Morehead City
Richard Seidel Sr., Morehead City
Dianne Antrim, Morehead City
Paulette Brantley, Harkers Island
Alison Lea Gurley, Newport
Jackie Lewis, Broad Creek

As digital reliance grows, 
agencies brace for attacks

Local governments look at safeguards

Roundabout
project in
Beaufort still
in the works
NCDOT could proceed with
acquisition in February

Early designs for a roundabout at the intersec-
tion of Live Oak Street and Highway 101 show the 
single-lane traffic flow that is the current plan for 
the project. (Contributed graphic)

ACE funds
county beach
master plan

Schools implement new substance testing policy

‘(Ransomware attacks are) insidious and 
can paralyze an organization.’               

— Brian Kramer, 
Pine Knoll Shores town manager

County school buses exit the system’s bus garage in August to start the 2019-20 aca-
demic year. School bus drivers and other commercial driver’s license holders will now be 
subject to stricter drug and alcohol testing requirements, including registration in a federal 
database. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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 BEAUFORT — The 
County Board of Education 
approved a policy revision 
Jan. 7 that strengthens 
drug and alcohol testing 
requirements for school 
bus and activity bus driv-
ers.

Assistant Superintendent 
Blair Propst, during the 
Board of Education meet-
ing in the school system’s 
central office, said the 
revision reflects new fed-
eral mandates issued in 
a Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulation.

“It requires a new 
background check pro-
cess through a federal 
system for all (commer-
cial driver ’s license) 
drivers,” Mr. Propst 
said. “We will now be 
required to conduct a 
query of all employees, 
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EMERALD ISLE — The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers announced Monday it has 
approved a $44 million allocation to bolster 
the county’s Bogue Banks Beach Master 
Nourishment Plan, which establishes a sched-
ule, with federal cost-sharing, for nourishing 
beaches on the island over a 50-year period.

The ACE had already approved the plan, 
which the county started working on in 2010, 
but had not until Monday provided any funds 
for it.

Greg Rudolph, manager of the Carteret 
County Shore Protection Office, has shep-
herded the plan, which is the first of its kind 
in North Carolina, since its inception. He said 
in an interview Tuesday he is grateful for the 
money.

“We weren’t expecting it, quite frankly, but 
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BEAUFORT — 
Construction of a round-
about at the intersection 
of Live Oak Street and 
Highway 101 could start late 
in the calendar year, accord-
ing to N.C. Department of 
Transportation Division 
Project Manager Rachelle 
Beauregard.

Ms. Beauregard has 
worked on the project since 
its early planning stages. 

While the project is still 
in a planning stage, offi-
cials are focusing on final-
izing right-of-way acquisi-
tion plans, according to Ms. 
Beauregard.  

“We anticipate those 
being complete toward the 
end of the month and into 
early February,” she said, 
adding that right-of-way 
acquisition would begin next 
month.

Beaufort Planning and 
Inspections Director Kyle 
Garner said it has been 
some time since the town 
has received an update from 
NCDOT about the project. 

“The last update we 
had for the Live Oak/NC 
101 Roundabout was that 
the right-of-way acquisi-
tion would begin within the 
next couple of months,” Mr. 
Garner wrote in an email 
to the News-Times. “When 
we get some time, we will 
request an update.” 

Though the town hasn’t 
been updated on the project, 
Ms. Beauregard said adja-
cent property owners should 
start receiving notification 
letters soon. 

The effort has been under-
way for a number of years, 
according to Ms. Beauregard, 
who said NCDOT’s Rural 
Planning Organization got 
in contact with the town to 
determine what kind of proj-
ect they wanted completed 
in Beaufort. 

“They put together what 
project they wanted to bring 
forward in their long-range 
transportation plans,” Ms. 
Beauregard said. 

Officials had to choose 
from a number of pos-
sible plans, which included 
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BEAUFORT — Most 
computer- and internet-lit-
erate people have probably 
heard of scams and cyber 
attacks on individuals, but 
computer criminals also go 
after bigger targets, like 
local governments. 

The matter came to the 
attention of Pine Knoll 
Shores Commissioner Ted 
Goetzinger recently, who 
brought it up at the Dec. 11 
town board meeting.

“It’s a problem,” 
Mr. Goetzinger told the 
News-Times this month. 
“Fortunately we (Pine 
Knoll Shores) live at the 
end of the world, so we’re 
not very much at risk.” 

While the commissioner 
may not think the risk of a 
cyber attack on Pine Knoll 
Shores is that big, he said he 
still thinks it’s an issue town 
officials should discuss. 

“We think we’re safe, 
but who knows?” 

On mainland Carteret 
Coun ty,  Coun ty 
Information Technology 
Director Ray Hall said 
security has been and con-
tinues to be his depart-
ment’s top priority, “thus 
we focus many resources 
on all aspects of it.” 

In addition to being the 
county IT director, Mr. 
Hall is also president-
elect of the N.C. Local 
Government Information 
Systems Association, 
whose purpose is to help IT 
professionals share experi-

ence and ideas and under-
take efforts to improve 
government information 
systems. 

“We’re always aware 
of potential attacks as this 
is nothing new,” Mr. Hall 
said. “The rise of ransom-
ware did change the game, 
however, a few years 
ago.” 

According to the U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security’s Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security 
Agency website, ransom-
ware is a type of mali-
cious software that denies 
access to a computer sys-

tem or data until a ransom 
is paid. 

The CISA said it’s 
“observed an increase in 
ransomware attacks across 
the world.” 

Mr. Hall said since ran-
somware attacks have been 
rising, county IT profes-
sionals have implemented 
“many more security con-
trols and adapt constantly 
to the ever-changing land-
scape (of cyber crime).” 

“We will continue to 
invest in controls to make 
sure the county’s data and 
systems are secure and 
protected,” he said. 

The county has “fared 
pretty well amongst the ris-
ing amount of attacks over 
recent years” he noted. 
However, Mr. Hall said it 
takes constant monitoring 
and diligence to stay safe. 

“We also implemented 
more end-user training a 

Ray Hall, IT director for Carteret County, stands Tuesday in the server room of the Emergency Operation 
Center in Morehead City, where a constant effort to ensure security is a top priority. (Dylan Ray photo)
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