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Students 
receive 
early 
Christmas 
gift 

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü1B

POLL
QUESTION

Will you take the 
COVID-19 vaccine? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Francis Keim Sr., Stella
Eula Lee, Swansboro
Betty Welch, Minnesott Beach
Douglas Monroe Jr., Newport
Gregory Davis, Atlantic Beach
Jimmy Riggs, Peletier
Jonathon Driver, Morehead City
Karen Batchelor, Havelock
Laurs Kruse, Havelock

Lacy Henry, Atlantic Beach 
Mark Godette Sr., Newport
Wayne Willis, Harkers Island
Elisabeta Simpson, Beaufort
Crystal Gillikin, Otway
William Beamon Jr., Morehead City
Justin Stone, Beaufort
Phillip Catapano, Morehead City

ATLANTIC BEACH

CARTERET COUNTY

BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health 

Department announced Monday 
another person has died from 
complications related to COVID-
19, bringing the county’s death 
toll to 23 since the start of the 
pandemic. 

According to county health 
offi cials, the latest COVID-19 
death occurred Saturday. The 
individual who died was in their 
80s and had preexisting health 
conditions.

“The Health Department 
sends our condolences to the 
family and loved ones of this 
residents,” Health Director 
Stephanie Cannon said.

Meanwhile, the county re-
ported 43 additional confi rmed 
COVID-19 cases Monday for 
2,330 total documented cases. 
Of those cases, 333 are con-
sidered active and 1,974 have 
recovered. Carteret Health Care 
in Morehead City reported nine 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
Monday, down slightly from 10 
hospitalizations reported Friday.  

The Carteret County public 
school system also reported four 
new COVID-19 cases, bringing 
the total number of confi rmed 
cases connected to schools to 
89 as of Monday afternoon. Two 
of the new school cases were 
confi rmed at Newport Elemen-
tary School and two were at 
Morehead City Middle School. 

For information on getting 
tested for COVID-19 in Carteret 
County, visit covid19.ncdhhs.
gov/about-covid-19/testing for 
locations in the area. 

Carteret County 
announces 23rd 
COVID-19 death 

Wednesday 
Dec. 16

Thursday 
Dec. 17

Friday 
Dec. 18

Saturday 
Dec. 19

Sunday 
Dec. 20

Low 1:58 a.m. 2:49 a.m. 3:42 a.m. 4:37 a.m. 5:35 a.m.
3:06 p.m. 3:57 p.m. 4:48 a.m. 5:40 p.m. 6:31 p.m.

High 8:32 a.m 9:23 a.m. 10:14 a.m. 11:06 a.m 11:59 a.m

8:55 p.m. 9:48 p.m. 10:43 p.m. 11:40 p.m --------

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

Though N.C. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Cheri Beasley conceded the Nov. 3 
General Election race early Saturday, the 
Carteret County Board of Elections had a 
few more ballots to recount. 

BOE staffers and poll workers fi nished 
up a hand-eye recount of 8,434 ballots from 
the Fort Benjamin Park Recreation Center 
one-stop site Saturday afternoon, ending a 
three-day marathon to tally the sample.  

“It took quite a bit of time but it turned 
out pretty much as expected,” BOE Chair-
person Susie Cuthrell told the News-Times. 

As part of the hand-eye recount of the 
early voting site, Ms. Beasley gained an 
additional vote in Carteret County. Of the 
more than 8,400-ballot sample, Republi-
can Paul Newby led with 6,339, while Ms. 
Beasley concluded with 1,888. Mr. Newby 
won the county with more than 70% of the 
vote overall.

The hand-eye is the second recount since 
the Nov. 3 election, both requested by Ms. 
Beasley, a Democrat, who fi nished elec-
tion night with a razor-thin margin of a few 
hundred votes less than Mr. Newby. Nearly 
5.4 million votes were cast in the race. 

The statewide machine recount com-

menced in mid-November, and Carteret 
County conducted its own Nov. 20, resulting 
in Ms. Beasley picking up a vote at that time 
and Mr. Newby losing one.  

The hand-eye recount, which was of a 
random state-selected sample, followed and 
began Thursday morning with bipartisan 
teams overseen by staff and the board. The 
count continued Friday and Saturday. 

Per instructions from the State Board of 
Elections regarding the recount, one ballot 
considered an overvote was determined to 
have gone to Ms. Beasley. BOE members 
Susie Cuthrell, Amy Holland, Dale Gillikin 
and Jeanette Deese agreed on the ruling, 
staff said Monday.  

Before the local board could wrap up, 
however, Ms. Beasley had conceded the 
tight race to Mr. Newby. 

“Today, I called Justice Newby to con-
gratulate him on winning the election for 
Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme 
Court. I offer my very best to him and his 
family as he moves into that new role,” Ms. 
Beasley said in a statement Saturday morn-
ing. “...In an election of historic circum-
stances and unprecedented margins, I also 
offer my deepest thanks to the dedicated 
Board of Elections offi cials across the state 
who have worked tirelessly to protect and 

reaffi rm the integrity of our most sacred 
democratic institution.”

Ms. Beasley was appointed chief justice 
to the state’s highest court in 2019 by Gov. 
Roy Cooper.

Late Monday, the fi nal outstanding matter 
in the race was also resolved. According to 
a SBOE memo, both candidates withdrew 
outstanding protest appeals. Ms. Beasley 
had 48 appeals set to be heard by the state 
board this week, including an appeal of a 
ruling by the Carteret County board. 

“Today all of the protest appeals related 
to the Supreme Court Chief Justice contest 
were withdrawn,” SBOE general counsel 
Katelyn Love wrote in a memo sent to 
directors. “This includes withdrawal by Paul 
Newby and Cheri Beasley of all protest ap-
peals arising from dismissal at the prelimi-
nary consideration and appeals of orders 
after preliminary consideration.”

With the appeal of the election protest 
settled, County Board of Elections Direc-
tor Caitlin Sabadish indicated the county 
could close the books on the 2020 General 
Election.

Contact Jackie Starkey at 252-726-7081, 
ext. 225; email jackie@thenewstimes.com; 
or follow on Twitter @jackieccnt.

County wraps up hand-eye recount

Carteret County elections offi cials wrapped up a three-day marathon hand-eye recount Saturday afternoon for the race for N.C. Supreme Court chief 
justice. Incumbent Cheri Beasley conceded the race Saturday morning. (Jackie Starkey photo)

Bothcandidateswithdrewoutstandingprotestappeals
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Plans to redevelop the 
Oceanana fi shing pier, mo-
tel and mobile home park 
property can now move 
forward for the developers 
to pursue state permits. 

The Atlantic Beach Town 
Council met for its regular 
work session Thursday in 
the town hall boardroom at 
125 West Fort Macon Road 
and online via Zoom. Dur-
ing the meeting, the council 
unanimously approved the 
proposed major site plan for 
three lots that make up the 
Oceanana fi shing pier, motel 
and mobile home park prop-
erties. The developers, which 
include Mayor Trace Cooper, 
want to redevelop the three 
lots at 700 East Fort Macon 
Road, removing the existing 
structures and building 17 
townhouses, 127 condomin-

Panel approves site plan for Oceanana redevelopment

The Oceanana pier house in Atlantic Beach is marked for replacement by developers who plan to re-
develop it, an existing motel and a mobile home park on the same property. (Mike Shutak photo)

ium units, a new pier house 
and a swimming pool. 

The existing fi shing pier 
will remain. 

The mayor recused 
himself from the meeting 
when the Oceanana site 
plan came up Thursday. 
There was some discussion 

about whether Council-
man Austin Waters needed 
to recuse himself since he 
owns neighboring property, 
but the council determined 
it wasn’t necessary. 

Town Planning and 
Zoning Director Michelle 
Eitner said town staff has 

received a lot of comments 
about the proposed redevel-
opment. 

“Mostly it’s shock that 
they’re fi nally moving for-
ward with redevelopment,” 
she said. Some concerns 
have been raised, however, 
on the proposed location of 

a package wastewater treat-
ment plant. 

The existing plan 
includes a treatment plant 
on the northwest corner 
of the Oceanana property. 
When Mr. Waters made the 
motion to approve the plan, 
it was with an attached 
request that the developers 
relocate the treatment plant 
and the project’s dumpster 
corral to a location where 
they wouldn’t affect the 
neighboring residential 
property to the west. 

This won’t be the last 
time the plan comes before 
the council for approval. 
After the work session, 
Town Manager David 
Walker said the site plan 
will require a second phase 
of approval after developers 
have received state permits.

The Oceanana redevel-
opment plan was one of 

two the council took action 
on at the Thursday work 
session. It also unani-
mously approved, with two 
separate motions, major 
site plan amendments for 
the Crystal View Condo-
minium complex on West 
Fort Macon Road and for 
the Tackle Box Tavern on 
Atlantic Boulevard. 

The amendment to the 
Crystal View plan changes 
the active open space from 
shared access of the exist-
ing swimming pool to a 
horseshoe court directly 
south of a proposed third 
condo building. The Tackle 
Box Tavern plan amend-
ment re-combines two 
previously subdivided lots 
back into one and con-
nects the existing bar to a 
proposed restaurant instead 
of making the restaurant a 
separate building. 
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