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Rick Cowell can be seen interviewing a guest on the big screen at Big Rock Landing. (J.J. Smith photo)

Goodwin, 
Pumphrey, 
Cowell 
have been 
mainstays 
since it started 
in 2008

BY J.J. SMITH
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— There was a time when 
the only ones who witnessed 
marlin and gamefi sh weigh-
ins at the Big Rock Blue 
Marlin Tournament were 
those lucky enough to be on 
the Crystal Coast in June.

Now they are seen by 
those across the country and 
all over the world, thanks to 
Big Rock TV.

First started during the 
50th anniversary of the tour-
nament, it’s become a main-
stay on thebigrock.com.

“We just focus on pro-
moting the tournament,” 
Bryan Goodwin said. 
“We’re giving the folks at 
home, the folks who can’t 
come to Carteret County 
and some who are at work a 
chance to watch.”

Goodwin, a boat captain, 
owner of Liquid Video Pro-
ductions and host of Down 
East Outdoor TV, has been 
with the tournament since 
2008 as its producer.

“I was brought in for the 
50th anniversary to do some-
thing special, give folks ex-
tra access,” he said. “They 
wanted to do a live feed, to 
cover it like other sports are 
covered.” 

Goodwin credited an ex-
perienced and professional 
crew that has remained con-
sistent. That crew includes 
Brad Pumphrey, president 
of EastBay Media who 
joined Goodwin during the 

fi rst year.
EastBay Media, a digi-

tal media consulting and 
service company based in 
the Washington, D.C. area, 
streams Big Rock TV. Pum-
phrey is an early pioneer in 
internet broadcasting as a 
co-founder of ISP-TV, the 
fi rst 24x7 live webcast con-
tent provider, and TheSync.
com.

The two have looked to 
expand the coverage over 
the past 12 years.

“Years ago, there was no 
fi ber in Carteret County,” 
Pumphrey said. “It was all 

done over twisted copper 
wire, so the only internet 
was DSL. We were limited. 
Now there is a gigabit of 
fi ber running right into our 
building.”

Technology has also 
provided more advanced 
equipment such as wireless 
transmitters on cameras.

Pumphrey, who is techni-
cal director of Big Rock TV, 
brought a new twist to this 
year’s tournament, install-
ing a small weatherproof 
camera on the docks.

“It’s like those football 
pylon cameras,” he said. 

“I got hold of one of those 
bad boys and mounted it up 
there so we could get the 
shot of boats backing into 
the weigh station.”

The online traffi c has in-
creased steadily since 2008 
and arrives from all over. 
Big Rock’s live stream on 
Monday had 115,000 view-
ers with some checking in 
from the United Kingdom, 
Costa Rica, Bermuda and 
Canada.

Goodwin and Pumphrey 
have formed a close friend-
ship while working together 
over the years and fi nd their 

work roles often switch.
“It’s such a long week. 

We all trade places to give 
each other a break,” Pum-
phrey said. “There is a lot 
of teamwork involved.”

According to the two, 
outside of a few glitches 
during their fi rst run in the 
50th anniversary tourna-
ment, it’s been smooth sail-
ing ever since.

“We want to create a ro-
bust setup so we don’t miss 
any of the action,” Good-
win said. “I give Brad a lot 
of credit for that. I feel like 
we’ve done a great job of 

being up and running 99.9 
percent of the time.”

And while those two are 
among key fi gures behind 
the scenes, Rick Cowell has 
become the face, or rather, 
the voice of Big Rock TV.

He’s been the tourna-
ment emcee for 17 years, 
preceding Big Rock TV, 
and getting his start at the 
old weigh station between 
4th and 5th streets in More-
head City.

“(Former tournament 
assistant director) Cynthia 
Barber gave me a call,” 

Big Rock TV continues to evolve
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• Certified Marine Grade Lumber & 
Plywood • Hardwood Lumber & Plywood 

• Sheet Veneer • Edgebanding 
• Tricel Honeycomb • Coosa

• System Three Epoxies and Coatings

Boat Manufacturing   /   Cabinets   /   Furniture   /   DIY   /   Hobby   /   Specialty Craft Use

Hand selected cherry lumber and veneer
52’ Shearline Boatworks Custom

Color and grain matched teak lumber
DuaneWillis.com

SUPPLIERS OF:

 Hand selected teak lumber and veneer
46’ Jarrett Bay Boatworks Custom
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Coosa composite construction
Carolina Yachts Skimmer

Hand selected walnut lumber and veneer
74’ Spencer Yachts Custom

Mahogany and juniper construction
16’ Custom Shearline Boatworks Skiff

All captioned items available for purchase at Atlantic Veneer Distribution

Atlantic Veneer
Distribution
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