
We can expect rain 
on Saturday but Sunday 
will bepartly sunny. The 
weekend high tempera-
tures will be in the low-
60s and lows will be in 
the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Everly Dole, who is 
a student in Elaine 
Selgren’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Input sought on county transportation

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the SACC newsletter

Town to dispose of abandoned boats, Page 7

SHS girls and boys get loop crowns, Page 10

Semper Fidelis

Commentary

Close look

at family 

history 

disturbing 
By Jim Brewster

There was a remarkable 
array of “saints” among my 
Brewster ancestors. You 
might call them “White, 
Anglo-Saxon Puritans.” 
They were leaders in their 
communities and righ-
teous and faithful to their 
Christian beliefs. I was 
quite comfortable having 
them as ancestors. In a way, 
proud, I admit, and smug 
…

In the 1500s, Brewster’s 
were the pillars of St. 
Nicholas Church in 
Wrentham, England, where 
five were buried under the 
altar and two under the 
center aisle of the nave. 
There is a brass plate on 
the wall to the left of the 
altar commemorating the 

life and death of Humphrey 
Brewster (1526-1593) and 
acknowledging his leader-
ship in the parish.

The Brewster family 
arrived in the New Haven, 
Conn., colony in 1638. Like 
many persecuted Puritans in 
England, Francis Brewster, 
a barber-surgeon, his wife 
Lucy and three children 
came to the New World 
seeking a place to freely 
practice their religion. 
New Haven was a theoc-
racy; its constitution and 
government were based 
on the Bible, mostly Old 
Testament law. Rev. John 
Davenport, New Haven’s 
founder-clergyman was 
equally important as the 
governor, Theophilus 

SAC planning 

annual show

Pottery by Susan Yesunas of Hubert

The U.S. Bureau of Economic 
Analysis reports that the arts and culture 
sector contributes $15.3 billion to North 
Carolina’s economy, representing 2.9 per-
cent of the state’s GDP – a larger share 
than some other industries in the state.

This fact – and providing performing 
arts opportunities, art appreciation, and 

education for residents and visitors to the 
Swansboro and Western Carteret commu-
nities – is why the Seaside Arts Council 
sponsors Art Exhibition 2023. The exhi-
bition features artists from Swansboro, 
Hubert and Carteret County.

(See CONVERSION, page �)

(See COUNCIL, page �)

Habitat 

seeking 

auction 

support
Area businesses 

have an opportunity to 
support of Habitat for 
Humanity of Craven 
County by participating 
in the ReStore’s “Spring 
Into Auction” event on 
March 25.

The auction will take 
place 6-9 p.m. In addi-
tion to sponsorships, 
donations of auction 
items will be accepted, 
according to a press 
release.

The event promotes 
the many local business-
es that support efforts 
to build affordable 
housing in the commu-
nity, according to Rose 
MacNeal, board chair 
and president.

Sponsorship pack-
ages include a variety of 
benefits including nam-
ing rights, press and ban-
ner recognition, program 
listing, tabletop signage, 
and complimentary tick-
ets.

Donations of an auc-
tion item, service, or 
“experience” are equally 
important and will be 
recognized in the cata-
logue and promotional 
materials.

The Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore is 
at 930 Pollock St. in 
New Bern and is open 
Tuesday, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., and Wednesday-
Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m..
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Behind the Beirut Memorial off N.C. 24 at Montford Point 
is the museum’s Patriot’s Walk. It features the largest eagle, 

globe and anchor – symbol of the USMC – in the world. (Pete 
Rulon photo)

Determined support of museum pays off
By Jimmy Williams

Thanks to an infusion of state 
funding, a completion date for the 
Carolina Museum of the Marine 
and Al Gray Civic Institute is final-
ly in sight, a little more than two 
years from now. It is a project that 
has been in the making for decades,

“It’s been this arduous journey,” 
said BGen Kevin Stewart, USMC 
(Ret), chief executive officer.

Stewart took the helm of the 
museum/institute in September, 
tasked with bringing the project to 
the finish line. The son of a Marine, 

he lived aboard Camp Lejeune 
and went to NC State University 
before joining the Marine Corps. 
Following a 30-year career, he 
retired in September 2021.

Stewart, who lives in Emerald 
Isle, said he jumped at the chance 
to be CEO.

“For me, this opportunity pre-
sented itself, to get involved,” he 
said. “It involved two things that 
I love, North Carolina and the 
Marine Corps. I was all-in.

“It was an incredible oppor-
tunity, project and mission.” (See 
related story.)

The idea for the museum 
launched in 1999.

While it has long been a strug-
gle to get resources, Stewart said 
the first phase was completed in 
2015. Behind the Beirut Memorial 
off N.C. 24 at Montford Point is 
Patriot’s Walk. It features the larg-
est eagle, globe and anchor – sym-
bol of the USMC – in the world.

“You will see a beautiful eagle, 
globe and anchor and a reflecting 
pool,” he said of Patriot’s Walk. 
“That space is just beautiful and 
you can see how the museum is 
going to become the crown jewel 

of the whole Lejeune memorial 
gardens.”

While getting to that stage took 
a Herculean effort, fundraising took 
a sharp turn when local legislators, 
state Rep. George Cleveland and 
state Sen. Mike Lazarra, were able 
to secure $26 million in 2021.

“That’s a game-changer.” 
Stewart said. “Now we’re moving 
out.”

The museum in Jacksonville 
will showcase Marines and Sailors 
whose service to the nation exem-

(See MUSEUM, page �)

Swansboro commission-
ers will meet in regular ses-
sion on Monday, Feb. 27, at 
5:30 p.m.

Monday meeting

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=58329923-d29d-57c7-9f66-4cad27f9afe9

