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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with high 
temperatures in the 
upper-40s and lows in 
the low-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Alynna Tejada, who 
is a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Waterway RV rezoning discussed

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

State approves funding for Dock Walk extension and boat slips, Page 5

Swansboro girls in sole possession of first place in loop basketball, Page 7

Swansboro fifth grade pupils talk about their favorite presidents, Page 8

Possumwood Acres Wildlife 
Shelter of Hubert has long attract-
ed the support of the community 
– financial and physical – and offi-
cials want to ensure the public that 

the support is warranted. In this file 
photo, staff from the Morehead City 
and Jacksonville offices of William 
M. Rogers, CPA, is pictured during 
a volunteer day at PAWS.

PAWS fears lost trust

Commentary

Surging

hate groups 

are cause

for concern
By Jim Brewster

Sometimes the day’s 
headlines bump right into 
my Bible reading, headlines 
like “Hate Groups Invade 
the Capitol Building.”

I prepare my weekly 
column “The Preacher and 
the Word” for the Tideland 
News by using the lection-
ary, an interdenominational 
list of scriptures that, over 
a three-year cycle, provides 
a comprehensive study of 
the entire Bible. There are 
weekly passages from the 
Christian Gospels, Epistles 
and Jewish scriptures. This 
includes a thorough study 
of the Torah, Prophets, 
Wisdom literature and his-
tory. It is a great personal 
joy to read these books. My 
Christian faith is simply 
incomplete without study-
ing our Hebrew/Jewish 
roots. “The Preacher and 
the Word” is Biblical 
meditation. Today’s events 
prompt me to writing an 
essay.

Which leads me again 
to the headlines. The Anti-
Defamation League reports 
that incidents of extremism 
and anti-Semitism went 
up 32 percent nationwide 
in 2019; 65 such incidents 
occurred in North Carolina. 
There are 32 hate groups 
in our state, at least one 

of which participated in 
the January Insurrection. 
Some identify themselves 
as Christian. According to 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, many of these anti-
Semitic organizations have 
circulated white-suprema-
cist propaganda, vandalized 
synagogues and cemeter-
ies and assaulted Jews in 
the state. In our area, this 
has meant extra security at 
Temple B’nai Sholem in 
New Bern where there was 
vandalism a year ago.

Only in shame can 
we in the Christian tradi-
tion be held accountable 
for a major share of anti-
Semitism. Beginning with 
the early church fathers, 
there has been a continual 
history of persecution and 
violence against Jews, 
notably including – with 
much shame – the venom-
ous statements of Martin 
Luther, whose words were 
used by Hitler to justify the 
Holocaust.

The Christian relation-
ship with Jews is compli-
cated, in part, because of 
the way we read the Bible.

Some Christians deni-
grate the Old Testament 
in contrast to the New 
Testament because it is 
called “old,” I guess out 

SPD’s first face 

in unusual start

Swansboro Police Department’s 
Administrative Assistant Teresa 
Stanley, pictured through her 

window, was thrown in the fire in 
March, taking on a new role at a 
turbulent time. (Zack Nally photo)

By Zack Nally

Like many, Teresa Stanley was thrown 
for a loop when the COVID-19 pandemic 
began last March.

Then again, most people weren’t start-
ing a new career in an entirely new envi-
ronment. Stanley, armed with decades 
of administrative and customer service 
know-how, started with the Swansboro 
Police Department two weeks before the 
state went into quarantine.

“I needed some stability and I enjoyed 

local government,” she said. “This 
(administrative assistant position) opened 
up and it was a little out of my wheel-
house, so I thought I’d give it a try. I’d 
only had two weeks here. The first week 
was acclimating and the second week was 
learning some of the basic stuff. Then, 
suddenly, I had to learn very quickly.”

So Stanley, who is the face behind 
the window at the SPD, was sent home 
with a department cell phone and a map 

(See DISAVOW, page �)(See LEARNING, page �)

SHA  event 

is virtual
The Swansboro 

Historical Association 
will host a virtual pre-
sentation by historian 
David S. Cecelski on his 
book “The Waterman’s 
Song: Slavery and 
Freedom in Maritime 
North Carolina” on Feb. 
25.

The event will serve 
as the association’s 
Quarterly Meeting.

The program on Feb. 
25, is 7-8:30 p.m. It will 
include slides as well as 
a question-and-answer 
session with the author 
through the chat room.

Taking place online 
through the Zoom plat-
form, only the modera-
tors and speaker will be 
visible. “We will be 
exploring the lives of 
Black watermen on the 
North Carolina coast 
from the Colonial Period 
through Reconstruction,” 
according to Amelia 
Dees-Killette, SHA 
president.

The event is free, 
but participants will 
need to register early as 
space is limited. Visit 
Swansborohistoricsite.
org on the web or call 
(910) 467-5875 to learn 
more.

Pay dispute, board turnover worrisome
By Jimmy Williams

Toni O’Neil, executive 
director of Possumwood 
Acres Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Hubert, said last week 
that a sad – and possibly 
expensive – chapter in the 
sanctuary’s storied history 
is coming to an end.

“As founder of 
Possumwood Acres Wildlife 
Sanctuary I have dedicated 
the past �0 years to helping 
save injured and orphaned 
wildlife and to educate the 
public about preserving 
their habitats and conserv-
ing our natural resources,” 
she said in an email to 
supporters. “These are 
extremely important goals 
for me and PAWS was cre-
ated … to meet them and 
inspire others to do the 
same.” (See related story.)

Sometime this month, 
O’Neil and the PAWS 
board of directors expect to 
face the N.C. Department 
of Labor over what she said 
are dubious claims by a for-
mer employee. She declined 
to provide the name of the 
employee.

But O’Neil states the 
former employee, sup-
ported by members of the 
past board of directors, is 
claiming to be owed salary, 
overtime and compensa-
tory time that amounts to 
“thousands of dollars.” 
O’Neil said that because 
time sheets, work records 

and other pertinent wage 
and collection data cannot 
be retrieved, state labor 
officials tell her that PAWS 
will likely have to pay.

The problems for O’Neil 
and PAWS began in 2015, 

she said, when her hus-
band, Denny, was sick and 
needed her care. He died in 
2017. She said she asked 
the board of the nonprofit 
to take on more of a role in 
the operation of the sanctu-

ary.
“I needed to depend 

more on the board,” she 
said.

What happened next 
came out of the blue. Two 
of the three board members 

running PAWS – O’Neil 
would not provide the 
names citing the possibil-
ity of litigation – voted her 
off the board. It came as 
a blow to O’Neil who not 
only set up PAWS but also 
owns the property on which 
it operates. The fact that 
PAWS achieved nonprofit 
status meant the board was 
empowered to make that 
kind of a decision, accord-
ing to O’Neil. So, she said 
she soldiered on saying, 
“I’ll try not to be bitter.”

“I admit to being a 
gullible person who only 
believes in the good of oth-
ers,” she said in the email 
to supporters. “Since I do 
not lie or steal, I would 
never suspect others of 
doing the same. Imagine 
my shock and grief at the 
betrayal by former employ-
ees and board members 
who did! They literally are 
destroying this wonder-
ful nonprofit organization 
dedicated to saving the 
lives of animals and birds. 
Records were not reliable, 
policies disregarded, finan-
cial irregularities abounded 
without check by the past 
board, and work hours and 
time sheets falsified.”

Arising from what 
O’Neil said appeared to 
be a difference of opinion 
over the direction of the 
sanctuary, the board ran 

(See LEADERS, page �)

An article last week’s 
Tideland News on the 
Swansboro Friends of the 
Library poetry contest, 
Covid Creativity: Poetry 
Pandemic Project, included 
the wrong email address.

Contestants should 
submit their entries at 
swfriendspoetry@yahoo.
com.

Entries will be accepted 
until April 1.

Correct email


