
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point gets $500,000 for park land

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Company donates oxygen masks for pets to Onslow EMS, Page 3

SHA will offer program on Swansboro’s Deer Island, Page 7
Queens Creek is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 12
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Swansboro Board 
of Commissioners is 
accepting nominations 
for the Samuel Swann 
Bland Outstanding 
Community Service 
Award.

The award honors 
the diligence, hard work, 
leadership and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contribu-
tions of Sam Bland, the 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park, to the public and 
to the Swansboro com-
munity.

Given annually to 
a public employee, 
civic leader, or commu-
nity volunteer that has 
demonstrated outstand-
ing dedication to the 
improvement of commu-
nity services, the honor 
is awarded by the com-
missioners based on five 
criteria: impact, effort, 
stewardship, initiative 
and innovation.

Nomination forms 
are available on the town 
website and must be sub-
mitted to Paula Webb, 
assistant town manager/
town clerk by Oct. 31. 
For more information 
call (910) 326-4428.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast calls 
for sunshine and 
cooler temperatures, 
with highs in the low-
60s and lows in the 
mid-40s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Khloe Bartholow, 
a student in Elaine 
Selgren’s first grade 
at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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BackPack Week 

all about funds
Much has been happening with 

BackPack Friends of Swansboro as the 
community celebrates Back BackPack 
Friends Week, Oct. 6-12.

Danielle Abraham, program direc-
tor, met with representatives of Cape 
Carteret, Cedar Point, Emerald Isle and 
Swansboro as the town’s issued procla-
mations.

During this week, a special fundrais-
ing effort will take place, according to 

Bob Dobler, a BackPack volunteer.
“We will place donation containers in 

90 businesses that week,” he said.
BackPack friends, now it is 11th year, 

partners with 13 schools in Onslow, 
Carteret and Jones counties, plus the 
Havelock Boys and Girls Club. The goal 
each week during the school year is to 
ensure that any child that needs it has 

By Angie Cooper

May 1, 2010, … that 
was the first SwanFest: 
A Day of Music. It was a 
Saturday.

Gene Cole brought over 
his flatbed trailer for the 
stage and we set it up where 
the Pug Pavilion is now 
located. Four bands played 
throughout the day.

SwanFest came about 
when Pat Thomas, then the 
town manager, asked me 
to put an event together 
on the recently purchased 
grassy area downtown. If 
the town could demonstrate 
there was an interest for 
events to be held in this 
area, grant money to build a 
stage might be obtained. Pat 
knew I was a musician so 
he asked me to pull some-
thing together.

Between June and 
September of 2010 we used 
the same flatbed trailer but 
went to Sunday evenings 
once a month featuring only 
one band.

Sunday seemed like the 

better choice for a relaxing 
evening of music.

Then in 2011, the grant 
came through and in short 
order The Harry C. Pugliese 
Jr. Pavilion Stage at Olde 
Towne Square became a 
reality. Brad Fischer was 
the designer/architect. Our 
new covered stage was ded-
icated and named to honor 
our beloved former Police 
Chief, Harry Pugliese 
– someone who shared 
himself with the community 
and wholly supported the 
concept of entertainment in 
the town center.

We started the music in 
July, the month the stage 
was completed, and ran 
Sunday shows through the 
end of September. This was 
also the year I approached 
the Seaside Arts Council 
about adopting SwanFest 
due to its rapid growth and 
popularity and the fact that 
it seemed like a natural fit 
to have the music under the 
same umbrella of the local 
(See SWEET, page �)(See PACKING, page �)

Cost slows transition

Parking on the wrong side of the street can 
be confusing to motorists and is one of the 

problems raised in the town’s one-way street 
report. (Williams photo)

On hand for rolling out the 
“Week,” from left, are David Rief, 
Cedar Point town administrator; 
Swansboro Mayor John Davis; 

Danielle Abraham; Emerald Isle 
Mayor Eddie Barber; and Cape 
Carteret Commissioner Charlie 
Evans (Photo contributed)

Traffic 

change 

coming
By Jimmy Williams

In discussing the 
town’s efforts to create 
one-way traffic flow on 
certain Swansboro streets, 
Commissioner Roy Herrick 
referred to a comment made 
at the Sept. 24 board meet-
ing by fellow member Pat 
Turner concerning a 1993 
attempt at one-way traffic.

“Evidently, I wasn’t here 
at the time, but Pat said 
they just changed the traffic 
pattern and added signs,” 
Herrick said. It was all very 
simple.

As Swansboro makes 
plans to reroute traffic this 
time, the process is proving 
to be a lot more complicat-
ed, and expensive. In fact, 
after looking at the cost of 
a one-way traffic plan at the 
Sept. 24 meeting – $29,900 
– commissioners decided 
to delay the process and get 
some more details.

“There was no opposi-
tion to making the conver-
sion,” Commissioner Frank 
Tursi said. “But there were 
a lot of questions.”

Neither Herrick nor 
Tursi indicated the town 
commission was going to 
back away from the idea, 
agreed to at the Aug. 27 
meeting. “I don’t think 
anybody doesn’t want to 
do it,” Herrick said. Rather, 
according to Tursi, they just 
want to put the plan on a 
“temporary hold.”

“It might be a reason-

‘There was no opposition to making the con-

version. But there were a lot of questions.’
Frank Tursi

able charge,” Tursi said 
of the cost for the plan 
– which apparently does 
not include any implemen-
tation – submitted by the 
Timmons Group. “We don’t 
know.”

The panel has asked 
Chris Seaberg, town manag-
er, to have Jeff Hochanadel, 
special traffic engineer with 
the Timmons Group, to be 
available at a meeting to 

field some of those ques-
tions, according to Tursi. 
The commissioner said it 
would also be a good idea 
to have an N.C. Department 
of Transportation repre-
sentative on hand as well, 
as about half of the fee, 
$14,900, would pay for 
“traffic signal design.”

The other half of the fee 
pays for, in Herrick’s word, 
“paperwork.”

“It (the cost of the 
planning) has started to 
make the whole thing a 
lot more than we thought 
it was,” Herrick said. 
“Why that thing (changes 
to a stoplight) is going to 
be a $30,000 or $40,000 
expense, I don’t know.

“It seems to be going 
from a minor project to a 
major project.”

Tursi made the point 

that the $29,900 is simply 
to plan for the change. That 
would not cover the cost of 
installing signs or painting 
the streets for parking and 
direction.

“No one knows what 
that will cost,” he said. “It 
was just the planning fee. 
Is this all really necessary? 
There were a lot of unan-
swered questions.”

Hochanadel went over 
the traffic plan for the sec-
ond time this year at the 
(See CHANGE, page �)

Second time

Following its initial 
assessment Onslow County 
has found that damage from 
Hurricane Dorian does not 
rise to the level that quali-
fies for debris collection in 
the county.

Information from the 
county states that Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency guidelines dictate 
when collection can occur.

County residents can 
haul storm debris to the 
Onslow County Landfill 
at 415 Meadowview Road 
in Jacksonville, Monday-
Saturday, 6:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Cleanup


