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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Steve McCarver, Hubert
Joshua Mason, Atlantic

Samuel MacCargar, Jacksonville
Edward Boyle, Swansboro

Autumn Taylor, Newport
Rena Manning, Beaufort
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Teachers march for funding, Medicaid expansion

North Carolina teachers carry signs as they march 
Wednesday in Raleigh in support of public education. 
(Marsha Sirkin photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 

White Oak Elementary School 
technology facilitator Marsha 
Sirkin was among five county 
teachers who joined thousands 
of state educators Wednesday 
for a rally and march in Raleigh 
in hopes of getting more fund-
ing and support for public edu-
cation.

“I feel like it’s important to 
advocate for our profession, 
which is to educate for the ben-

efit of our democracy. A strong 
education supports a strong 
democracy,” Ms. Sirkin said 
during a telephone interview 
Wednesday afternoon.

Newport Elementary School 
kindergarten teacher Almira 
Tootle, who serves as the trea-
surer for the county chapter 
of the N.C. Association of 
Educators, also traveled to 
Raleigh. The N.C. Association 
of Educators, the state’s teach-
er organization, sponsored the 
rally.

“I went to Raleigh today 
to march for my students, my 
coworkers and retired teach-
ers,” Ms. Tootle said in an email 
statement Wednesday.

While only a handful from 
the county went to the rally, 
hundreds of county teachers, 
administrators and staff wore 
red at their schools Wednesday 
to show solidarity with those 
who marched. 

Across the state, about 
30 school districts closed so 
employees could attend the 
rally. Teachers in neighbor-
ing South Carolina also rallied 
Wednesday and Oregon teach-
ers plan to gather next week 

as walkouts that began in West 
Virginia last spring continue 
across the country, with many 
proving successful.

Morehead City Primary 
School Principal Jeanne Smith, 
who donned a red school shirt, 
was among those who support 
the march but stayed behind, as 
did all of her teachers.

“I supported any teachers 
who wanted to go, but they 
didn’t want to give up class 
time because they just got back 
from spring break. Also, a lot 
of it had to do with missing so 
much time from the hurricane 

Fort acquires historic flag, razor for display

Secretary Susi Hamilton with the N.C. Department of Natural and Cultural Resources commends park rangers and Friends of Fort Macon 
Wednesday for their commitment to fort restoration after Hurricane Florence. (Dylan Ray photo)

EI board OKs
site plan, plat
for mixed-use
development

FEMA reimbursement process proves slow
BY ELISE CLOUSER
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C A R T E R E T 

COUNTY — More 
than seven months after 
Hurricane Florence, 
local governments 
are still awaiting the 
bulk of reimbursement funds for debris 
cleanup and other immediate recovery 
efforts from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

In the wake of the powerful 
September storm, the county and indi-
vidual towns deployed contractors and 
in-house staff to remove vegetative 
debris from roadways and other public 
spaces. In subsequent debris collection 
passes, bulk item and construction and 
demolition debris were also collected.

All told, crews removed millions 
of cubic yards of debris, shattering 

previous collection records. Local gov-
ernments shouldered the initial cost of 
cleanup, while FEMA reimburses for 
most debris removal work after the 
fact.

At the county level, officials estimate 
they spent about $14.2 million on debris 
removal following Florence. FEMA 
recently announced it has approved to 
reimburse $5.7 million of that. 

FEMA spokesperson John Mills said 
local governments submit reimburse-
ment requests to the agency by project. 
In some cases, especially with larger 

projects such as debris 
removal, the work 
may be broken up into 
smaller phases to help 
speed up the reim-
bursement process. 

Mr. Mills said more 
funds are likely on the 

way for the county.
“FEMA is continuing to work with 

Carteret County on other Hurricane 
Florence projects, including for debris,” 
Mr. Mills said.

Assistant County Manager and 

Finance Director Dee Meshaw said the 

county broke up debris removal into 

several different projects and submit-

ted them to FEMA in phases. She said 

breaking it up made it more manage-

able for county staff and allowed them 

‘It’s a long process. Government likes one speed 
– slow.’               

— Dee Meshaw
County finance director

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — N.C. 
State Park Service staff at Fort 
Macon State Park, along with volun-
teers with the Friends of Fort Macon, 
gathered Wednesday to reveal sev-
eral new artifacts for display at the 
fort, including a historic battle flag. 

The staff and volunteers, about 
32 in all, gathered at the Fort Macon 
Visitor Center auditorium. After 
a few words from Superintendent 

Randy Newman on the state of 
repairs from Hurricane Florence, as 
well as a few ongoing projects at the 
facility, fort historian Paul Branch 
revealed the new artifacts. 

“Fort staff is always on the 
lookout for artifacts for the fort,” 
Mr. Branch said. The first one he 
unveiled was an artifact staff found 
for sale online – a straight razor 
that’s been identified as belonging 
to Capt. Thomas D. Sheffield, an 
officer who was stationed at Fort 

Macon during the Civil War. 
Perhaps the most remarkable arti-

fact, however, was a historic flag. 
As Mr. Branch pressed a switch on 
a remote control, the auditorium’s 
projector screen was drawn up into 
the ceiling, revealing the flag behind 
it to the applause of staff and vol-
unteers. 

“A very important artifact came to 
light,” Mr. Branch said, just before 
raising the screen, “purchased by the 
Friends of Fort Macon and the (state) 

park service, the battalion colors of 
the 5th Rhode Island Battalion.”

The 5th Rhode Island Battalion 
took part in the siege of Fort Macon 
in 1862. Mr. Branch said the bat-
talion colors the fort received would 
have been carried with the battalion 
into battle. However, the battalion 
received new flags just prior to the 
surrender of the fort, so the flag 
wasn’t present at that event. 

A mound of debris, created by truckloads of trash brought into temporary 
dumpsite No. 4 in Smyrna after Hurricane Florence, sits waiting removal in 
October 2018, a month after the storm. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — After a six-month 
delay because of Hurricane Florence, the devel-
oper of a major mixed-use project on Islander 
Drive has submitted and received a thumbs-up 
from the town planning board for its preliminary 
plat and site plan.

If town commissioners approve the planning 
board’s recommendation during their meeting 
Tuesday, May 14 at 6 p.m. in their boardroom 
beside the police station, A-Team Enterprises 
of Morehead City will be able to build 28 struc-
tures, 11 of which are multi-use – commercial 
on the bottom floor and residential on second 
and third floors.

The other 17 buildings on the 2.63-acre tract 
will be townhouses. All 28 buildings are to be 
40 feet tall.

Planning Director Josh Edmondson said it’s 
the first development of its type in the town, 
made possible by the town’s Village West zon-
ing district, which encourages mixed-use devel-
opment.

“Once they get the approval from the board 
of commissioners, they’ll be able to start putting 
in the site improvements – the septic system, 
other utilities, driveways and sidewalks – as 
well as the buildings,” which will come later, 
Mr. Edmondson said. He added that the com-
pany’s plan meets all the requirements of the 
town’s Unified Development Ordinance, which 
specifies a minimum number of parking spaces 
and building height, among other things.

The tract is actually two parcels. The first, 
1.83 acres, was owned by the town and A-
Team bought it last year. The second, smaller, 
adjoining tract A-Team is buying from a private 
owner.

Once the site improvements are in, Mr. 
Edmondson said, A-Team will come back for 
final plat approval from the commissioners, but 
that’s generally perfunctory to assure the site 
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The top 
pitcher

West Carteret’s 
Josh Plisko 
shines in a win 
over Swansboro 
and is named the 
“Keep Pounding” 
top pitcher.
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