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Are you ready for 

BOOSTER

Sunday, Jan. 2
Low:  12:09 am  1:23 pm
High:  6:48 am  7:08 pm

Monday, Jan. 3 
Low:  1:04 am  2:15 pm
High:  7:42 am  8:02 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Jan. 4
Low:  2:00 pm  3:06 pm
High:  8:35 am  8:57 pm

Wednesday, Jan. 5
Low:  2:55 am  3:57 pm
High:  9:27 am   9:52 pm

75¢

TRACK AND TRACE

ANTIGEN

STAFF REPORT
Falling in line with state and nationwide trends, 

Carteret County is seeing an uptick in COVID-19 
cases and hospitalizations as the omicron variant of 
the coronavirus causes another wave of infections. 

The Carteret County Health Department re-
ported 207 active COVID-19 cases on Wednes-
day, up from 148 active cases reported a week 
prior. County offi ces were closed in observa-
tion of the Christmas holiday, so Wednesday’s 
COVID-19 update was the fi rst one released 
since Dec. 22. Since Dec. 22, health offi cials 
have confi rmed 170 new cases of COVID-19 
in Carteret County, bringing the overall total to 
9,261 since March 2020. To date, 8,956 cases 
have reportedly recovered from the disease and 
98 residents have died.

COVID-related hospitalizations at Carteret 
Health Care more than doubled from a week 
ago to sit at 11 as of Wednesday afternoon. 
Of those hospitalized, seven patients are not 

fully vaccinated and four patients are vacci-
nated. The county’s percent positivity rate was 

7.4%, up from 4.8% a week ago but lower than 
the state’s 17.3% positivity rate. 

COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations 
on the rise in Carteret County again 

sen. sanderson, rep. mcelraft review 2021 legislative session
BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

ARAPAHOE — State Sen. Nor-
man Sanderson, who has represented 
Carteret, Craven and Pamlico counties 
for fi ve terms, said Wednesday he is 
most proud of the General Assembly this 
past session for adopting a budget, by a 
bipartisan majority, for the fi rst time since 
2017.

Sen. Sanderson, 70, a Republican from 
Arapahoe in Pamlico County, called the 
budget a good one, which lowered taxes 
for North Carolinians but also did many 
good things for residents in his district.

Part of the reason for that, he said, 
was judicious use of federal funds from 
the American Rescue Plan Act, which the 
U.S. Congress adopted and President 
Joe Biden signed to help improve the 
economy amid the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We were able to put some of that 
money in the regular (2021-23) budget,” 
he said. “It felt very good to fi nally have 
a state budget.”

The legislature and the governor had 
been at odds over various budget issues 
since 2017.

He credited state Rep. Pat McElraft, a 
Republican from Emerald Isle, for work-
ing closely with him to accomplish many 
things for Carteret County and the rest of 
his district in the budget. 

One thing Sen. Sanderson cited as 
particularly benefi cial for coastal North 
Carolina is a change that extends a tax 
exemption to allow all retired service 
members who served at least 20 years to 
deduct any retirement pay they receive 
from the federal government.

“We have a lot of military retirees in 

our area and I’m glad we were able to 
do this,” Sen. Sanderson said, because it 
helps the retired veterans and ensures the 
region will continue to attract them.

He also said he and Rep. McElraft 
worked together to put $750,000 in 
the budget to help pay for a new public 
library in Bayboro.

“It’s a few years away, but it will be a 
big benefi t to our residents,” Sen. Sand-
erson said, in part because a library in 
many ways serves as a community center.

 Rep. McElraft, who has represented 
Carteret and Jones counties in the state 
House of Representatives for eight con-
secutive two-year terms, said her only 
real regret during the 2021 session was 
that she was unable to get a bill passed 
to generate dedicated revenue for beach 
nourishment projects in the state.

“It’s very much needed,” she said. “I 
had hoped to get that done in the budget 
this year, but it just didn’t happen.”

The idea, she said, is to fi nd a source 
of revenue to aid local governments, 
such as those on Bogue Banks, to help 
pay for nourishment projects that run 
into the tens of millions of dollars in cost. 
Currently, the towns rely on their own 
beach nourishment funds, plus money 
allocated by the legislature on a case-
by-case basis. Since Hurricane Florence 
in 2018, the county has obtained money 
from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to pay to replenish sand 
lost to that devastating storm.

However, the fear is that’s not a sus-
tainable or dependable long-term fund-
ing method. The state already has a fund 
– derived from revenue from boat title 
purchases and transfer fees and boat fuel 
taxes – that helps counties and towns pay 

LEFT: NORM SANDERSON; 
RIGHT: PAT MCELRAFT

for dredging projects on a two-thirds 
state, one-third local contribution basis.

That one has been highly successful, 
Rep. McElraft said, and there should 
be a way to mold something similar to 
help pay for beach nourishment.

Sen. Sanderson said a dedicated 
fund for beach nourishment is impor-
tant to him, too.

“It’s absolutely needed,” he said. 
“We’re going to work on it in the next 
term.”

This past term, Sen. Sanderson was 
chair of the Senate judiciary committee, 
as well as the committees on agricul-
ture, energy and environment and ap-
propriations on agriculture, natural and 
economic resources. 

To view the bills Rep. McElraft spon-
sored or cosponsored this past session 
of the House, go to: ncleg.gov/Mem-
bers/IntroducedBills/H/570

To view the bills Sen. Sanderson 
sponsored or cosponsored this past 
session of the Senate, go to: ncleg.gov/
Members/IntroducedBills/S/375


