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Snug Harbor closes

The building off Highway 70 in Sea Level that housed Snug 
Harbor on Nelson Bay is mostly empty Thursday as all of the 
retirement community’s residents have already moved out. 
(Elise Clouser photo)

AAA predicts
heavy travel
for Christmas

HOLIDAY WISHES FULFILLED
Maj. Aaron Goldfarb with The Salvation Army in Morehead City loads a bike in the back of a vehicle Thursday 

during The Salvation Army’s toy distribution in Morehead City. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Salvation Army distributes gifts to 500 families
BY CHERYL BURKE

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
Erin Decker, a single mom, 
was struggling to provide 
Christmas for her five chil-
dren.

That all changed Thursday 
thanks to The Salvation 
Army, which provided toys 

and gift cards for food to 
families in need of a helping 
hand for the holidays.

“This has literally made 
our Christmas bright,” she 
said as Salvation Army vol-
unteers loaded her vehicle. 
“I can’t wait to see my kids’ 
smiling faces. I am so grate-
ful.”

She and her children 
were among the more than 
500 families who received 
help during the distribu-
tion. Qualifying families 
picked up their items at 
the Salvation Army’s new 
worship and service center, 
while volunteers delivered 
to others.

The families included 
nearly 600 children who 
had been adopted through a 
Salvation Army Angel Tree 
project, which involved peo-
ple adopting “angels” from 
trees set up at Walmart in 
Morehead City. Each angel A sign at the Crystal Coast Visitor Center on 

Arendell Street wishes travelers Merry Christmas in 
Morehead City Thursday. (Noah Long photo)

Beaufort
may seek
USDA grant

Outgoing Commissioner David Winberry, left,   
looks at a certificate given to him Tuesday for 
years of service as Mayor Scott Hatsell reads it to 
him and the audience at the town board of com-
missioners’ meeting. (Brad Rich photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — It was a 
family affair in town hall Tuesday 
night as longtime Commissioner 
David Winberry stepped down and 
his nephew, Frankie Winberry, was 
chosen as mayor pro-tem after being 
reelected Nov. 5. 

Frankie Winberry, who won 156 
votes in the election, took the oath 
for his second term in office dur-
ing the board of commissioners’ 
last regular meeting of 2019, as did 
newcomer Gary Bray, who received 
169 votes, and Mayor Scott Hatsell, 
who won reelection unopposed with 
245 votes.

When the board honored David 
Winberry, Mayor Hatsell praised his 

longtime friend for serving 14 years 
on the commission in two different 
stints, once for six years, then for 
eight more.

“He got out for a while and then 
we needed him and he came back,” 
the mayor said. “...He did Cedar 
Point a favor. We thought we had 
him for just four years but he stayed 
for eight.”

The Winberry family has deep 
ties to the town, operating Winberry 
Farm, a successful business known 
for its famous Bogue Sound water-
melons.

David Winberry, who didn’t seek 
reelection this year, was also one of 
the leaders in the effort to incorpo-
rate the town about 30 years ago.

Cedar Point bids
Winberry farewell,
seats new board

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

SEA LEVEL — Snug Harbor 
on Nelson Bay, a Down East 
retirement community with a sto-
ried history, was slated to offi-
cially shut its doors Saturday, but 
an administrator said Thursday 
the facility is already essentially 
closed.

The owners of Snug Harbor 
announced in a press release Oct. 
23 the facility would be clos-
ing by Dec. 21. At the time, 
there were 76 residents and 77 
full- and part-time employees at 
the facility, which offered skilled 
nursing long-term care, short-

term rehabilitation, assisted liv-
ing, AL memory care and inde-
pendent living. 

Snug Harbor management said 
in the release it would help resi-
dents transition to other facilities 
in the county or region, and it 
hosted a series of resource meet-
ings following the announcement 
to close. The release also says 
Snug Harbor will have “resourc-
es to assist our current employees 
with finding continued employ-
ment.”

The facility has not updated its 
social media channels or website 
with more information since Oct. 
24, the day after management 

announced the closure.
Representatives from Snug 

Harbor did not respond to requests 
this week for more information 
about the closure, but a sign 
posted to the front door of the 
facility states “Snug Harbor on 
Nelson Bay is now closed.” The 
sign also provides a phone num-
ber for Administrator Jeff Bardo, 
who said management has no 
further comment beyond what it 
has already released. 

“We’re closed, that’s really 
our comment at this point,” he 
said.

See Harbor / Page 4A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUNTY 
— With Christmas less 
than a week away, officials 
expect this weekend will 
be a busy time for travel for 
a holiday that is poised to 
break travel records. 

Travel service AAA 
predicts 115.6 million 
Americans will travel 50 
miles or more away from 
home this holiday sea-
son, Saturday through 
Wednesday, Jan. 1. That 
is the most on record since 
AAA began keeping track 
nearly 20 years ago, and is 
a 3.9% increase over last 
year, the company says.

“Holiday cheer is at 
an all-time high this year, 
with unemployment at his-
torically low levels, and 
noted improvements in 
both disposable income 
and household net worth,” 
Paula Twidale, vice presi-
dent, AAA Travel, said. 
“Travelers should be get-
ting used to crowded high-
ways and airports, as this 
marks the eighth straight 
year of new record-high 
travel volumes for the year-
end holidays.”

Local officials also 
expect a solid crowd in 
Carteret County for the 
holiday week. Crystal 

See Travel / Page 4A
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BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Town officials closed out 
2019 by discussing their likelihood of securing 
federal grants for a number of underground 
infrastructure projects. 

Town commissioners met with Rivers and 
Associates representative Mark Garner at their 
Wednesday evening work session in the town 
hall conference room. The town hired Rivers 
and Associates to assist with securing grants 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development Division.

“It’s probably one of the more extensive 
application programs you can have, short of 
a community development block grant,” Mr. 

See Grant / Page 5ASee Board / Page 5A
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