
You used to love being outdoors. But now with excess weight, you rarely leave the 
house. Why not contact the team at Carteret Health Care Weight Loss Surgery 
Center? Sign up for the free introductory class, then decide if weight loss surgery 
is right for you. Call (252) 499-6674 or visit CarteretWeightLoss.com to enroll.

Don’t let extra pounds tie you down.
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See BUDGET Page 2A

Clara Bishop, New Bern
Doranne Whitehead, St. Cloud, Fla.
Debra Hall, Cedar Point
Priscilla Lewis, Harkers Island
Lionel Morris, North River
William Allen, Morehead City

Steven DiGiuseppe, Raleigh
David Powell, Newport
Larraina Rizzo, Hubert
Catherine Cooper, Newport
Sally Whitchurch, Newport
Margaret Orientale, Havelock

MOREHEAD CITYby the numbersmichael j. smithfield airport
Beaufort, NC

$34.8m
business revenue
Revenue generated by, with 

or for the airport.315
jobs supported
Jobs in Carteret County at or 
associated with the airport.

$12.3m
personal income
Amount of income created by 

the airport for individuals$1.63m
state & local taxes
Amount of state and local tax 

revenue paid and/or 
generated by the airport43,800

operations
Amount of income created by 

the airport for individuals76,600
population
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who live within 30 minutes 
of the airport58based aircraft

Amount of aircraft 
permenantly based 
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Carteret County staff proposes steady tax rate, 
maintained services in fiscal 2021-22 budget

MOREHEAD CITY

Morehead City 
man arrested on 
child porn charges
STAFF REPORT

Detectives with the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force and the Morehead 
City Police Department arrested a man 
Wednesday on charges related to the 
sexual exploitation of minors.

According to a release 
issued by the MCPD 
Wednesday, the suspect, 
Timothy Richard Sea-
man Jr., 52, of Morehead 
City, was charged with 
four felony counts of 
sexual exploitation of a 
minor.

Mr. Seaman was ar-
rested as the result of an 
undercover ICAC Task 

Force investigation, the release states. 
Detectives from the task force, as well 
as MCPD and the Pine Knoll Shores 
Police Department, began the investiga-
tion after the ICAC team discovered 
the suspect allegedly in possession of 
and distributing images of child sexual 
exploitation online.

The investigation resulted in an inter-
view and consent search at Mr. Seaman’s 
residence Wednesday. Detectives took 
him into custody at his residence and 
equipment allegedly used to facilitate 
the crime was seized as evidence.

He is being held at the Carteret 
County jail in Beaufort under a $400,000 
secured bond. He is scheduled to appear 
in a court for his fi rst appearance Thurs-
day. The investigation is ongoing.

SEAMAN
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Maintaining services 
while keeping the tax rate the 
same, budgeting revenues 
conservatively and fully 
reopening post pandemic are 
some of Carteret County’s 
top priorities in the fi scal 
year 2021-22 budget, which 
was unveiled Monday during 
the Carteret County Board of 
Commissioners meeting.

County fi nance director 
Dee Meshaw and county 
manager Tommy Burns 
presented the recommended 
budget to commissioners at 
their monthly meeting in the 
boardroom of the administra-
tion complex in Beaufort. 
The board will hold a public 
hearing on the plan Monday, 
June 7 and must adopt the 
fi nal budget before the new 
fi scal year starts Thursday, 
July 1.

The recommended 
budget across all funds 
totals $134,784,580, a 
27.36%, or $50.76 million, 
decrease from the current 
year’s amended budget. Ms. 
Meshaw explained a large 
portion of that decrease, 
$34.68 million, is due to the 
completion of the county’s 
beach nourishment phase 
three project. The county 
also completed a number of 
other capital projects this 

year, including renovations 
to the administration build-
ing and various waterway 
dredging projects.

The general fund is the 
single largest budgeted 
fund and where most of the 
county’s day-to-day opera-
tions occur. As recommend-
ed, it totals $105,070,000, 
a $10.49 million decrease 
from the current year due 
to transfers out for beach 
nourishment.

“The general fund is the 
main operating fund of the 
county,” Ms. Meshaw said. 
“Everything goes in the 
general fund unless there 
is an accounting standard, 
a general statute or a bond 
covenant that states you must 
account for it in a separate 
fund.”

On the revenue side, 
the county will retain the 
property tax rate of 33 cents 
per $100 of assessed value. 
Ad valorem taxes account 
for roughly 50% of gen-
eral fund revenues, totaling 
$55,260,000, a slight 1.2% 
increase over the current 
year. The second largest 
revenue category is other 
taxes, which is primarily 
made up of sales and use 
taxes, at $17,250,000, a 4.9% 
increase. Other revenues in-
clude permits and fees, sales 
and services, interest, trans-

fers and intergovernmental, 
which comes from state and 
federal sources. 

Ms. Meshaw pointed out 
the intergovernmental cate-
gory decreased by about $3.1 
million due to non-recurring 
grants the county received 
last year, such as federal 
coronavirus relief funds. 

“We’ve received a lot of 
COVID funding for human 
services programs and public 
safety, and then there’s some 
other capital grants that 
aren’t in the new budget, as 
well,” she said.

As for general fund ex-
penditures, education makes 
up the largest category with 
about 29% going toward ei-
ther the Carteret County pub-
lic school system or Carteret 
Community College. The 
public school system has 
a recommended operating 
budget of $23,992,500, with 
an additional $2.69 million 
for school capital projects. 
The community college has 
a budget of $2,775,000 with 
a $1 million capital budget. 
The recommended educa-
tion operating budget does 
not include state and federal 
funding sources.

In addition, the county’s 
entire recommended annual 
debt service, $7,730,600, is 

A crowd packs the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City Wednesday night for the public hear-
ing on a request to rezone 301 Highway 24. The Morehead City Council voted 3-2 to approve the 
request. (Elise Clouser photo)
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In a 3-2 vote Wednesday night that fol-
lowed more than three hours of public com-
ments, the Morehead City Council approved 
Starling Marine’s request to rezone 23 acres 
off Highway 24 for development of a new 
location for the company’s boat dealership 
and a 72-unit senior living community.  

Along with granting the conditional re-
zoning request, which changed the property 
at 301 Highway 24 from R20, a single-fam-
ily residential district, to residential multi-
family and highway commercial districts, 
the council also approved a related land-use 
map amendment and contiguous annexation 
request for the property. 

The city council held the public hearings 
at the Crystal Coast Civic Center during a 
special meeting that drew a crowd of around 
200 people. After deliberation, the board 
voted 3-2 to approve the conditional rezon-
ing request and map amendment, with coun-
cil members Diane Warrender, who made 
the motion, George Ballou, who seconded, 
and Keri McCann in favor, and David Hor-
ton and Bill Taylor opposed. 

“My feeling was that I wanted to wait un-
til tonight to listen to everyone talk, to listen 
to each individual, each of the representa-
tives present their case,” Ms. Warrender 
said as she introduced her motion. “...I have 
listened to that and I have now made my 
decision and, so therefore I make a motion 

Councilvotes3-2toapproveHighway24rezoningrequest
differing opinions

that we consider moving this forward as 
presented.”

In a separate action, the council unani-
mously approved the contiguous annexation 
request, bringing the entire 23-acre property 
into Morehead City corporate limits. Due to 
some confusion over how to formulate the 
fi rst motion to include the rezoning and the 

land-use plan map amendment, city attorney 
Derek Taylor guided the council through the 
wording to ensure it was adequate. 

First submitted to the city’s planning 
board last November, the rezoning request 
has taken winding path to get before the 
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Michael Jordan’s private plane sits at Michael J. Smith Field 
Airport during last year’s Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament.
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