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East 
looking for 
first win

Mariners fall to 0-
4 on year after 47-0 
loss at North Lenoir.
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BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND 

— Hurricane Florence may 
have knocked them down, 
but Down East residents 
proved they will get back up 
again with the love and sup-
port of their community.

That was the theme of 
Tuesday night’s community 
discussion “Remembering 

Florence and Now Dorian” 
at the Core Sound Waterfowl 
Museum and Heritage 
Center.

“I think everybody here 
in this room knows the sub-
ject pretty well….Florence,” 
said museum Executive 
Director Karen Amspacher 
as she addressed the crowd. 
“We all lost a lot … We’ve 
lost a lot of things in our 

Down East residents reflect on storms

See Refl ect / Page 4A

 ‘I grew up in a small town, but it wasn’t 

anything like this. This is like a mountain 

community. It’s been historically cut off and 

they still have a strong sense of place.’           

— Celia Bane,

Harkers Island resident

world. People say, ‘well, 
they’re just things,’ but it’s 
a different story when those 
things are your things and 
are a part of your life… they 
are more than things, they 
are who you are.” 

She mentioned this 
month’s Hurricane Dorian 
and the fear that the storm 
could potentially wipe away 
all of the hard work of the 

last year. 
“We were blessed, but 

Ocracoke wasn’t,” she said. 
“The outpouring of love and 
concern for Ocracoke, and 
also for Cedar Island and 
Buxton and Hatteras, has 
been quite amazing. It really 
has. We are at our best when 
we are in trouble it seems.”  

The discussion was 

Down East
Jack Burnette of Cedar Island moves fish and ice Thursday inside the fish house at Quality Seafood on 

Cedar Island Road. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — Town 
commissioners Wednesday 
night voted 4-0 to authorize 
Interim Town Administrator 
Jayne Calhoun to apply for 
a state grant for drainage 
improvements at the inter-
section of Masonic Avenue 
and Little Bay Drive, near 
the entrance to the new 
town park on the White Oak 
River.

The action came during 
a special meeting, set up 
to allow public comment 
on the grant application, 
in town hall off Sherwood 
Avenue.

Ms. Calhoun, who is 
also the town clerk, said the 
application deadline for the 
grant – in an amount to be 
determined – is Tuesday.

The environmental 
enhancement grant would 
come through the N.C. 
Attorney General’s office 
from a pool established 
in 2000 as the result of an 
agreement the state reached 
with Smithfield Foods after 
hog waste lagoons over-
flowed into eastern North 
Carolina rivers during 
Hurricane Floyd in 1999.

Cedar 
Point
seeks
grant

Aimed at
stormwater
reduction

See Grant / Page 5A

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — 

The Showboat Motel on the 
Atlantic Beach Causeway 
has been sold, and town 
officials are hopeful it will 
be demolished before the 
end of the year. 

According to documen-
tation from the Carteret 
County Register of Deeds 
and the Carteret County Tax 
Office, former Showboat 
Motel owners Scott and John 
DeMichele sold the prop-
erty June 11 to Showboat 
Investments LLC of Zebulon. 
The 42-room motel was sold 
for $2,250,000, according to 
the tax records. 

Town Planning and Zoning 
Director Michelle Eitner said 
last week town staff have 
observed tenting for asbestos 
removal on the building in 
the past several weeks. 

“In my limited experience, 
this is typically one of the 
final tasks before a structure 
is demolished,” Ms. Eitner 
said. “We anticipate some-
one (will be) coming for-
ward with a permit request 
to that effect in the next few 
months.”

As of Thursday, no per-
mits have been applied for 
or issued, according to Ms. 
Eitner. 

Motel 
sells
for
$2.25M

Town expects
demo request

See Motel / Page 5

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

This story is part of an 
ongoing anniversary series 
on Hurricane Florence, 
which struck in September 
2018, and the storm’s lin-
gering effects on Carteret 
County and its residents.

MOREHEAD CITY 

— With an estimated $13.5 
million worth of damage to 
buildings from Hurricane 
Florence, the Carteret 
County school system con-
tinues repairs one year later.

So does Carteret 
Community College, which 
sustained more than $1 mil-
lion in damages.

For the public school 

system, work began at the 
end of August to replace 
the roof on the cafeteria 
building and athletic field 
buildings at Morehead City 
Middle School, where a tor-
nado damaged the building 
during Florence.

“We had three or four trees 
fall on the Morehead Middle 
roof and one punctured the 
roof,” Keith Maready, con-
struction manager for the 
school system, said. “We’ve 
repaired the interior of the 
building, but we need to fin-
ish up the roof.”

Mr. Maready hopes to see 
the nearly $500,000 proj-
ect finished by the end of 
October. 

In addition, Mr. Maready 

said he is preparing docu-
ments for the replacement of 
a large portion of the roof at 
Croatan High School, which 
took a hard hit from the hur-
ricane.

“We have close to 80,000 
square feet of rubber roof 
membrane to replace at 
Croatan,” Mr. Maready 
said Wednesday. “That’s in 
addition to the replacement 
of the roof and gym floor. 
That work was completed in 
January.”

Mr. Maready anticipates 
having the final phase of 
the CHS roof project ready 
for bid by November, and it 
will take most of the school 
year to finish the work. He Virgil Ventures with Curtis Construction Co. installs new roofing Wednesday on 

a building at Morehead City Middle School that was damaged during Hurricane 
Florence in September 2018. (Cheryl Burke photo)

For schools, hurricane
repair work continues

See Schools / Page 4A
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