
Saturday will be 
mostly sunny but rain 
is possible on Sunday. 
High temperatures will 
be in the low-70s and 
low temperatures will be 
in the low-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Nolen Ridder, who is 
a student in Ginger 
Pockette’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside! In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro readies for one-way traffic, Page 2

County records foyr COVID-19 deaths, Page 4

SHS girls track tean takes first place, Page 6

Possumwood Acres 
Wildlife Sanctuary of Hubert 
hosted an open house and 
very successful fundraiser 
on Sunday, Dec. 5. The 
event drew more than 250 
visitors, according to Toni 
O’Neil, executive director. 
In addition to being able to 
tour the facility and see ren-
ovations to the main inside 
work areas, photo above, 
the visitors were able to 
meet with some of the staff, 
including Courtney Cole 
of Hubert, a wildlife reha-
bilitation technician, photo 
at right. Cole is pictured 
holding what looks to be a 
real skunk. However, she is 
actually holding one of the 
stuffed animals on sale at 
the open house. (Pete Rulon 
photos)

PAWS opens 
for funds ... 
and for fun

Commentary

A new year, 
committing
to a change

By Bryan Golden

The New Year is a time 
of resolutions. It’s a time 
when people commit to 
making a change in their 
life. Losing weight, chang-
ing jobs, saving money, 
making money, a new rela-
tionship, getting in shape, 
going back to school, or 
giving up smoking, are just 
some of the goals people 
set for themselves on Jan. 

1.
Although it’s pos-

sible for anyone to make 
a change or a new start, it 
takes determination, com-
mitment, and persistence. 
A new goal must be your 
own. You have to really 
want it. Without a burning 
desire, your motivation will 
fade quickly. It’s virtu-
ally impossible to make a 

SHS graduate
in Rose Parade

By Jimmy Williams

Evan Wilson, a 2021 
Swansboro High School 
graduate, will march in the 
2022 Tournament of Roses 
Parade as a member of the 
Bands of America Honor 
Band.

A freshman at Clemson 
University, he is the son of 
Mike and Chris Wilson of 
Swansboro.

The parade in Pasadena, 
Calif., precede the annual 
Rose Bowl and takes place 
on New Year’s Day.

Wilson was selected by 
Music for All to be a member of the band 
during his senior year at Swansboro but 

the 2021 parade was can-
celed as a result of COVID-
19. Wilson was selected 
from among hundreds of 
applicants across the nation 
for membership in this pres-
tigious national honor band, 
according to a press release. 
Daniel Scott was his high 
school band director.

The BOA Honor Band 
is a 300-piece national 
ensemble with winds, per-
cussion, and a flag and dance 
team. Richard Saucedo, 
composer, conductor and 
retired director of the nation-
al champion Carmel High 

(See CHANGE, page �)

Holiday 
schedule 
changes

New Year’s Day 
2022 is on Saturday and 
it will result in several 
changes of schedules.

The town of 
Swansboro offices will 
take the holiday on 
Monday, Jan. 3.

Onslow County gov-
ernment offices will be 
closed on Friday, Dec. 
31, for the holiday.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be closed on 
Saturday, Jan. 1.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed on Friday and 
Saturday for the New 
Year’s holiday.

Financial institutions 
may close early or close 
on Friday, Dec. 31, for 
the holiday.

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed on 
Saturday.
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Top 5: $6 million town
By Jimmy Williams

With a stroke of Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s pen, Swansboro picked 
up a huge infusion of cash.

As a result of a request from 
state Rep. George Cleveland, 
the budget signed into law on 
Thursday, Nov. 18, provides $6 
million for Swansboro to spend on 
an emergency operations center.

The funds – and the story 
behind them – are at the top of the 
year’s most important stories in the 
annual Tideland News Take-Five, 
a compilation of the top five news 
stories covered over the previous 

12 months.
Cleveland had secured the funds 

weeks before, following what has 
been described as a casual con-
versation he had with Mayor John 
Davis.

Receiving this much state fund-
ing for a single project is unprec-
edented in Swansboro, certainly in 
the past 40 years, and Davis said it 
is noteworthy.

“It is a tribute to our commu-
nity and it is a tribute to our first-
responders,” he said.

Following Hurricane Florence 
in September 2018, Swansboro 
officials learned that the Swansboro 

Public Safety Facility, which serves 
as the town’s EOC, was incapable 
of withstanding a severe weather 
event. Multiple problems includ-
ing leaks and loss of power were 
experienced during the Category 1 
hurricane.

Subsequent engineering reports 
indicated that no structure on the 
Swansboro Town Hall campus 
could adequately serve as an EOC.

As a result, town officials have 
struck a deal with the Swansboro 
United Methodist Church to move 
its EOC operations to Building 2 
on the church grounds, when nec-
essary.

In early December, four of the 
town commissioners toured the 
Methodist Church site and found 
it to be an excellent alternative for 
an emergency operations centers. 
Commissioner Frank Tursi, mayor 
pro-tempore, said a couple of mod-
ifications is all that was needed to 
make it satisfactory.

“It’s a perfect space,” said Tursi. 
“I was very impressed. We all have 
to thank the church for stepping up 
for the community.”

An alternative site is needed 
because repairing the town EOC, 

(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)

Evan Wilson

The Rotary Civic Center 
of Swansboro will be the 
site of a Cowboy Formal 
New Year’s Eve Party on 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m.-1 a.m.

Tickets are $60 per per-
son and include dinner and 
drinks.

Velvet Rodeo will pro-
vide entertainment.

Proceeds will be 
donated to the Seaside Arts 
Council.

Tickets are available at 
Willy Nilly in downtown 
Swansboro. Call (252) 503-
0857 for information and 
to find out what “cowboy 
formal” means.

Benefit 
planned

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=524bd752-79d0-5018-8243-a49e58bc95ec

