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T deland News

The town of Swansboro’s 
March meeting schedule in-
cludes …

• March 4: The Swansboro 
Planning Board meets in 
regular session at 6 p.m. in 
the Swansboro Town Hall 
Community Room.

• March 7: The Swansboro 
Planning Board meets in spe-
cial session at 6 p.m. in the 
old Swansboro town hall at 
502 Church St.

• March 12: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• March 13 and 14: Town 
commissioners will meet in 
town hall for budget work 
sessions, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. each 
day.

• March 19: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation Commission 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in town hall.

• March 20: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation Board 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. at Swansboro 
Recreation Center.

• March 26: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

• The Swansboro Board of 
Adjustment meets as needed.

• The Swansboro Tour-
ism Development Authority 
meets quarterly.

Other Onslow County 
meetings include …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners will 
meet in regular sessions this 
month on March 4 and March 
18. The meetings begin at 
6 p.m. and take place at the 
Onslow County Government 
Center, 234 Northwest Corri-
dor Blvd. in Jacksonville.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education meets on 
March 4 at Blue Creek El-
ementary School at 6:30 p.m.

• Onslow Water and Sewer 
Authority Board of Directors 
will meet in regular session 
on March 21 at 6 p.m. at 
Jacksonville City Hall, 815 
New Bridge St.

March 

meetings

By Jimmy Williams

A program to clean up marine debris from 
the North Carolina coast has gotten its start in 
Swansboro.

Funded by a $400,000 grant from the 
N.C. General Assembly, the program is being 
administered by the N.C. Coastal Federation, 
according to Rachel Bisesi, federation educa-
tion coordinator.

The 2019 Post Hurricane Florence Marine 
Debris Collection Project is expected to con-
tinue for about a year.

The funding was included with the legisla-
ture’s post-Florence disaster bill, according to 
Todd Miller, executive director of the coastal 
federation. He said there is some work being 
done right now to secure additional funding to 

Grant is funding 

maritime cleanup

Commentary
Tillis letter 

indicates 

possibility 

of failure
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy on Saturday 
and Sunday. High tem-
peratures will be in the 
low-60s and lows will be 
in the mid-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Corbin 
Madden, a student in 
Kathleen Lester’s first 
grade class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Dow Bancroft

Sen. Thom Tillis, in a let-
ter seeking information on the 
opening the Atlantic Outer 
Continental Shelf for review 
under the new oil- and gas-
leasing program gives me little 
confidence that the wishes of 
the people of Coastal North 
Carolina will be respected.

The letter from Tillis, which 
was posted on the Internet 
last week, was sent to David 
Bernhardt, acting secretary with 
U.S. Department of the Interior; 
Wilbur Ross, secretary of the 
U.S. Department of Commerce; 
Dr. Walter Cruickshank, act-
ing director with the Bureau 
of Ocean Management; and 
Dr. Timothy Gallaudet, assis-

tant secretary for Oceans and 
Atmosphere, Department of 
Commerce.

In his letter, Sen. Tillis seeks 
a “briefing.” For the people 
of Coastal North Carolina, no 
briefing is needed.

The letter follows …
I am writing to request a 

briefing about the recent deci-
sion to open the Atlantic Outer 
Continental Shelf for review 
under a new oil and gas leasing 
program from 2019-2024. I also 
request an in person briefing 
on the issuance of permits for 
geological and geophysical sur-
veying in the Mid-Atlantic OCS 
region.

In the Tideland ...
Barry Collins named Onslow County superintendent, Page 2

Swansboro’s audit, once again, earns an award, Page 5
Queens Creek featured in this week’s It’s Elementary Page 10

(See LETTER, page �)(See CLEANUP, page �)

2019 Expo
Visitors to the 2019 SACC Business 

Expo had the opportunity to glimpse 
“Shack,” the skeleton of a female bottle-
nose dolphin retrieved from Shackleford 
Banks and put together by the N.C. Mar-
itime Museum of Beaufort, one of the 
nearly 60 exhibitors at the event on Sat-
urday, Feb. 23, photo above. Michelle 
Crepeau, museum employee, is pictured 
with Shack. In photo at right, Dr. Laura 
Bailey of Brigadoon Animal Hospital, 
right, hands out pet treats to Expo visi-
tors. (Williams photos)

By Jimmy Williams

Hurricane Florence, which 
came ashore near Wrightsville 
Beach on Sept. 13, continues 
to be fresh in the minds of 
Swansboro folks, as repairs 
to the damage she caused are 
slowly being made.

Following a couple of direc-
tives by Swansboro commis-
sioners, and the awarding of 
some insurance funds, work is 
going on at four town buildings 
damaged by Florence and subse-
quent storms.

The finish product, for many, 
could not come quick enough. 
At the commission meeting on 
Jan. 8, Fred Schachter, president 
of the Swansboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce, questioned the 
panel about the work sched-
ule for the Swansboro Visitor 
Center and SACC office.  The 
building at the corner of Water 
and Church streets sustained 
damage during Hurricane 
Florence and has been closed 
ever since.

Specifically, Schachter 
wanted to know when to expect 
repairs to at least the front of the 
Swansboro Visitor Center.

“Could you just take care 
of the front of the building?” 
he asked, and he noted that if 
that could be accomplished, the 
SACC could resume providing 
literature to visitors.

Panel 

funds 

work
Repairs 

started 

at three 

sites

(See COMMISSION, page 2)

Matthew Littleton, a member of 
the debris collection project crew, is 

pictured working on an island near 
Swansboro. (Jennifer Allen photo)


