
There is a chance 
of rain on Saturday but 
Sunday should be clear. 
Highs will be in the 
upper-70s, lows will be 
in the upper-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Ava 
French, who is a student 
in Judy Hendrix’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle offers mini libraries

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow County budget in draft form, Page 5

Rotary tourney distributes $411,500, Page 9

Sand Ridge pupils discuss swimming, Page 10

SwanFest kicked of the outdoor concert season in down-
town Swansboro on Sunday, May 29, with a performance 
by the Ashley Larue Band. Concerts are planned each Sun-
day this summer, 6:30-8 p.m., on the Harry C. Pugliese Jr. 

Pavilion Stage at Olde Towne Square in Historic Downtown 
Swansboro. The Seaside Arts Council sponsors the summer 
concert series. The show on Sunday, June 5, will feature the 
Polar Bear Blues Band. (Samantha Palacio photos)

SwanFest is underway

Commentary
Abortion 

decision

life-and-death 

for some
By Celia Rivenbark

We had been married a 
little over a year when I had 
an abortion.

Put down your rocks 
and torches. If I had not had 
the abortion, I might well 
have died.

Not so simple now, is 
it? If I had been your wife, 
your daughter, your sister, 
your friend.

I had an abortion 
because I had a molar preg-
nancy in which a tumor 
forms in place of a normal 
placenta. Your body, and 

your blood work, doesn’t 
know that yet. You have a 
positive pregnancy test; you 
celebrate; you even buy a 
couple of baby things you 
will later shove into a shoe-
box and store in the attic. 
Left untreated, the aggres-
sive tumor can spread to 
your lungs and, yes, kill 
you.

What do you think of 
that Judge Alito? And you, 
Texas legislature? Should 
I have stayed techni-
cally pregnant so you could 

TDA gives OK 

to 22-23 budget
By Jimmy Williams

In considering the budget for 2022-
23, the Swansboro Tourism Development 
Board spent nearly all its time con-
sidering the contract with Front Row 
Communications.

Front Row handles the TDA’s market-
ing and messaging.

Beginning September 2011, 
Swansboro has levied a 3 percent occu-
pancy tax. Revenue received from the 
tax – about $92,000 annually – is used to 
promote, market and enhance “the travel 
and tourism segment of the local business 
economy,” according to authority infor-
mation.

Discussion and action came at a spe-
cial meeting on May 12.

“There are some changes,” Sonia 
Johnson, Swansboro finance director, 
said when the meeting opened. Then she 
qualified the statement, “No changes to 
the budget.”

What changed is that Darryl Marsh is 
no longer with the company, according to 
Ann Marie Bass, the owner.

“In light of Darryl Marsh’s resignation 
of Sunday, May 8, 2022, as subcontrac-
tor and marketing partner to Front Row 
Communications working on behalf of 
the Swansboro TDA, the revised proposal 
provides that Anne Marie now be the 
principal sole consultant, directly provid-
ing all of the consulting and agency ser-
vices to the Swansboro TDA,” the Front 
Row message stated.

While Bass was not in attendance, 
Johnson was familiar with the proposal,

“What she is requesting is, she has 
gone back to her monthly amount,” 
Johnson told the TDA. She then 
explained that Bass was requesting a 
monthly fee of $1,833. Furthermore, Bass 
was asking that another $4,400 be placed 
in a contingency.

(See HARD, page �)

(See TOURISM, page �)

Art event 

planned 

June 11
Arts by the Sea will 

take place in downtown 
Swansboro on June 11, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.

The event – a jur-
ied show – takes place 
annually on the second 
Saturday in June.

“This fabulous arts 
and fine crafts festival 
takes place from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m.,” said Robby 
Fellows, recreation pro-
gram supervisor with 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
“Come and see the best 
artists and crafters as 
they line our historic 
streets with beautiful 
fine art and handmade 
crafts.

The crafts and art-
work on display repre-
sents some of the finest 
crafters in the Southeast.

Pottery, jewelry, 
paintings, stained glass, 
fiber, carvings, photogra-
phy, sculpture and met-
alwork are just a few of 
the mediums represented 
at this event.

The festival also 
features live, local enter-
tainment at the Harry 
C. Pugliese Jr. Pavilion 
throughout the day.
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Commissioners OK sign rules
Businesses will be allowed to use feather flags

By Jimmy Williams

Back in the summer of 2017, 
town commissioners wanted to 
tighten up Swansboro’s temporary 
sign rules with – among other 
things – a goal of eliminating the 
use of feather flags. These “ban-
ners” that were beginning to be 
placed along N.C. 24 were hazard-

ous and unsightly, commissioners 
believed.

Also suggested for scrutiny was 
the method and number of days 
that temporary signage was allowed 
at the time. Businesses could use 
temporary signs of various sorts for 
up to 45 days – of the business’s 
choice – during a 12-month period. 
Commissioners believed the meth-

od was unwieldy and difficult to 
enforce.

In the five years since then the 
Swansboro Planning Board has 
written and revised the town’s 
temporary sign ordinance a number 
of times in attempts to provide an 
amended ordinance that the com-
mission would approve. But every 
time, the commissioners would 

face stiff opposition from business 
owners and others who claimed 
signs of any and all types were 
needed for a business to succeed. 
Commissioners themselves forced 
delays, disagreeing over what 
should be allowed on a temporary 
basis or shying away from making 

(See AMENDMENT, page �)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=509dba02-e0b4-5258-9656-d0dd4d1f3861

