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There will be a 
chance of rain on 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Highs will be in the 
upper-60s with lows in 
the upper-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Caroline Kessler, who 
is a student in Bayley 
Jones’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

WEEKEND 

WEATHER

 Call us: (910) 326-5066 • On the Web: www.tidelandnews.com • For a classified: classifieds@thenewstimes.com • For a subscription: circulation@thenewstimes.com

T deland News
VOLUME 42, NUMBER 14                     SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                  DECEMBER 9, 2020

The News-Times is inside!

• Atlantic Beach Town Hall exited

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Onslow County mural encourages safety in times of COVID-19, Page 2

Series on achieving wealth by Charitable Ant continues: tithing, Page 5

High school swimming complicated by COVID-19 restrictions, Page 8

Possumwood Acres Wildlife Sanctuary of Hubert hosted 
visitors for its fall fundraising raffle on Sunday and brought 
out some of the “stars of the show” for folks to mingle with. In 
photo at left, Ashley Green, a senior volunteer, holds Biscuit, 
the PAWS opossum. In photo at right, volunteers Pamela, 

left, and Laura Hoover make available Pepper the screech 
owl. You may have missed the raffle, but it’s not too late to 
donate. Funds will help care for the animals rescued. For 
information, visit possumwoodacres.org or visit the PAWS 
Facebook page. (Pete Rulon photos)

Stars come out on Sunday

Commentary

‘Jim Crow’ 

system 

pervasive, 

still with us
By D.G. Martin

Unbelievable when you 
think about it, how North 
Carolina maintained its 
segregated and discrimina-
tory racial system for such 
a long time. The remnants 
of what is commonly called 
“Jim Crow” are still with 
us, a daily reminder of the 
horrors of the past.

A new book, “Jim Crow 
in North Carolina: The 
Legislative Program from 
1865 to 1920,” by Richard 
A. Paschal helps us under-
stand the impact of Jim 
Crow on North Carolina. It 
catalogues and summarizes 
race-based laws passed by 
the General Assembly from 
the end of the Civil War 
until 1920.

Paschal, a Raleigh law-
yer who holds a graduate 
degree in history, argues 
that it was not so much 

the laws on the books that 
brought about and main-
tained the segregated and 
oppressive system some-
times branded as “Jim 
Crow.” More important, he 
says, were the longstanding 
community standards and 
customs and the allocation 
of community resources by 
the dominating white power 
structure.

Paschal challenges the 
views of respected his-
torians such as C. Vann 
Woodward, whose classic 
book, “The Strange Career 
of Jim Crow,” argued that, 
even under slavery, the 
two races had not been as 
divided as they were under 
the Jim Crow laws of the 
late 1890s and afterwards. 
Further, Woodward said 
that during Reconstruction, 
there was significant racial 

Backpack friend 

receives award 

Award winner Bob Dobler of 
Emerald Isle is pictured with his 

handmade cutting boards. (Con-
tributed photo)

Bob Dobler of Emerald Isle is the 
Grand Prize Winner of the fifth annual 
#WhoPowersYou Contest that Carteret-
Craven Electric Co-Operative sponsors. 
Dobler is a dedicated volunteer and sup-
porter of BackPack Friends, a Swansboro 

organization that provides weekend food 
items for hundreds of needy schoolchil-
dren.

“I was totally shocked and surprised 

(See RESTRICT, page �)
(See BACKPACK, page �)

Children 

treated 

to gifts 

at ‘Dash’
Swansboro Parks and 

Recreation Department 
will host the Kids 
Holiday Dash-n-Go on 
Saturday, Dec. 19.

This event was 
originally scheduled 
for Saturday Dec. 12, 
according to Robby 
Fellows, recreation pro-
gram supervisor.

“This event is a 
drive-through and we, 
Santa’s friends, are 
handing out kids holiday 
goodie bags to the first 
100 kids on behalf of the 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department,” 
Fellows said.

Vehicles are invited 
to drive through the 
parking lot at the 
Recreation Center at 830 
Main St. Extension.

Each bag will be 
filled with toys, crafts, 
candy canes and more. 
The drive-through begins 
at 10 a.m. and each child 
in the vehicle will each 
receive a bag. Bags are 
only available to the 
children who are in the 
vehicle.

No registration is 
necessary for this event. 
Call (910) 326-2600 for 
more information.

By Jimmy Williams

Call it fortuitous – in one way 
– but Chris Seaberg, town man-
ager, was in no danger of exposure 
when a Swansboro employee with 
COVID-19 interacted with other 
town employees at town hall and at 
the Swansboro Recreation Center 
on Tuesday, Nov. 24. Seaberg was 
out that week on vacation.

But Seaberg was in close con-
tact with the situation, which was 
managed onsite by Paula Webb, 
assistant town manager and town 
clerk.

“We made sure we took whatev-

er actions were necessary,” Seaberg 
said last week as a total of seven 
town employees were in either 
recovery or self-quarantine.

Word of the exposure came as 
the town prepared to take a 2-1/2-
day break for Thanksgiving,

“We were notified there 
was a test and it was a positive 
result,” Seaberg said. That was on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25. So the timing 
was good, as town hall was about 
to close for Thanksgiving. “We 
closed at 1 p.m. on Wednesday.”

Town officials declined to name 
any of the employees involved.

Managing the situation at that 

point – for the town of Swansboro 
at least – meant determining whom 
the “positive” employee had been 
in contact with at town hall. “I can 
only speak on behalf of town hall 
staff.” A press release from the 
town stated: “No close contact with 
the public was reported.”

When the list of six employees 
was compiled, three from town 
hall and three from the Rec Center, 
Webb had to get in touch, accord-
ing to Seaberg.

“Paula notified each one indi-
vidually,” he said.

Coping with COVID
Swansboro down seven employees

Chris Seaberg

The town of Cedar Point 
is sponsoring Operation 
Bundle Up 2020, collecting 
new coats, hoodies, mittens, 
gloves and winter hats for 
children in need. Donations, 
accepted at Cedar Point 
Town Hall, must be new 
items, with tags attached. 
Call (252) 393-7898 for 
information.

Bundle Up!

(See SWANSBORO, page �)


