
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-60s 
and lows in the mid-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Easton Alden, who 
is a student in Elaine 
Selgren’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Pine Knoll Shores seeks nominations

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

SUMC site of musical performance, Page 2

Author, musician is featured artist, Page 5

Sand Ridge pupils discuss leftovers, Page 8

The Swansboro Christmas Flotilla set sail at dusk on Fri-
day, Nov. 26, to the delight of hundreds, possibly thousands, 
of folks between the B. Cameron Langston Bridge – where 
the vessels formed up – and the Swansboro Turning Basin – 
where Santa Claus disembarked to meet and greet children. 
Sponsored by the Swansboro Parks and Recreation Depart-

ment, 14 boats took part in the town’s 44th version of the 
event. Patrick Adams won the grand prize. In the large-boat 
category, winners were Rick Brown, first, Chris Woodside, 
second, and Charles Kay, third. In the small-boat category 
Megan Russell was first, Jennifer Stewart, second, and Mat-
thew Lennon, third. (Pete Rulon photo)

Ushering the Christmas season

Commentary

General 

Assembly

can still 

approve 

historic law
By Sandy Hurley
and Bill Moss

The North Carolina 
General Assembly remains 
poised to make open gov-
ernment history this week 
when lawmakers return to 
Raleigh for the last time 
in 2021. It has been a 
while since our legislature 
has made any meaning-
ful improvement to North 
Carolinians’ right to know 
about government action 
and performance through 
access to state and local 
government records and 
meetings. Now’s their 
chance.

It was almost 25 years 

ago that Gov. Roy Cooper, 
then a state senator, made 
the first pass at bringing 
North Carolina law on 
public access to govern-
ment employee disciplin-
ary records into line with 
the best open government 
states. That bill, entitled the 
Discipline Disclosure Act of 
1997, would have cracked 
the door to the vault of 
secrecy that has long locked 
away hiring, firing and per-
formance records for North 
Carolina state and local 
government employees, 
records tracking disciplin-
ary actions on everyone 

PAWS event 

raises funds

Critters dressed for Christmas 
will be part of the PAWS event. 
(Contributed photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Possumwood Acres Wildlife 
Sanctuary will host a holiday celebration 
on Sunday, Dec. 5.

PAWS – a wildlife rehabilitation facil-
ity – is at 119 Doe Drive in Hubert.

“We invite the public to an open 
house that serves as the grand re-opening 
for our animal room after renovations this 
summer temporarily shut down part of 
the building,” said Toni O’Neil, executive 
director.

There will light refreshments and free 
tours of the facility, 1-4 p.m.

“There will be nature gifts available 
for sale as Christmas gifts for those who 
are wildlife lovers in your family and 
for your friends,” O’Neil said. “You also 
have a last-minute chance to buy your 
raffle tickets and view the 50-plus prizes 
that have been donated by our wonderful 
local community businesses.”

The raffle features a wide variety of 
prizes. The prizes are available for view-
ing on the PAWS website as well as dur-
ing the Sunday, Dec. 5, Open House.

Drawing for winners in the annual 
Fall Raffle, one of the primary fundrais-
ers for the sanctuary will take place at 
3:15 p.m.

“This event is our biggest fund-
raiser of the year and we hope to raise 
the money to see us through the winter (See TIME, page �)

(See EVENT, page �)

Cheer 

gifts 

sought
A Swansboro 

Christmas Cheer pres-
ent drive is underway 
through Dec. 18.

Swansboro Christmas 
Cheer is dedicated to 
helping families in need 
in the Swansboro area 
during the Christmas 
season. 

People can drop 
off new, unwrapped 
gifts – appropriate for 
children in kindergar-
ten through 12th grade 
– at Swansboro Middle 
School, 1240 West 
Corbett Ave.

If you would like to 
have your gifts picked 
up, that can be arranged.

Call (910) 581-4678 
for more information.
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months,” O’Neil said.
She pointed out that injured birds and 

animals don’t stop coming once the sum-

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro will continue its 
effort to bring the Swannsborough 
Yacht Club property into compli-
ance with town ordinances.

Drew Lutheran, owner of the 
property, died on Oct. 15. At the 
time, Lutheran was attempting to 
repair and renovate the property 

following significant damage in 
Hurricane Florence and the subse-
quent closure forced by state man-
dates in the wake of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

A request from Tideland News 
for comment on Lutheran’s death, 
relative to the negotiations con-
cerning the property, brought a 
response from Michael J. Parrish of 

the Ward and Smith law firm. Ward 
and Smith represents the town.

“The Town of Swansboro was 
very sorry to learn of the recent 
passing of Drew Lutheran,” Parrish 
stated in an email. “However, the 
town has an obligation to ensure 
that property within its jurisdiction 
complies with the town’s ordinanc-
es. Because the property formerly 

owned by Mr. Lutheran remains 
non-compliant, the town’s pending 
lawsuit relating to that property 
will continue.”

While Lutheran was at work 
to resolve the problems with 
Swansboro, he was also embroiled 
in a similar situation in nearby 

Town continues club effort
Seeks compliance for Swannsborough Yacht Club

(See SWANSBORO, page �)

Churches and other 
nonprofit organizations are 
welcome to include upcom-
ing events in the Tideland 
News free of charge.

Call (910) 326-5066 or 
email jimmy@tideland-
news.com to find out how.

Write a letter to the edi-
tor!

Letters – like obituar-
ies – of interest to the 
Swansboro community are 
printed each Wednesday in 
the Carteret County News-
Times, which is inserted in 
the Tideland News.

You can submit your 
letter by email at jimmy@
tidelandnews.com or by 
USPS at 774 West Corbett 
Ave., Swansboro, N.C., 
28584.

Publicize

You can write

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=4e3d32c1-0edc-5f81-87f1-4212ea7922b5

