
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
high temperatures in the 
mid-70s and lows in the 
low-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Nyla Turner, who is a 
student in Marianne 
Waters’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle to expand cart parking

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside for Tidings, the SACC newsletter

Survey of Historic District is funded, Page 3

SHS cross country team claims title, Page 7

Swansboro’s Ed McHale is pic-
tured as he makes his start on 
the Appalachian Trail at Springer 

Mountain in Georgia. The trail 
stretches across 2,189 miles over 
14 states. (Contributed photo)

Going the distance

Commentary: debt, Delta problems
By Dave Kaplan

Any person picking up a news-
paper cannot fail to notice the 
many problems the U.S. now has 
relating to the economy and its 
relationship with countries world-

wide. The strain in the relationship 
we have with France is a good 
example of how these relations, 
normally mutually supportive, have 
rapidly deteriorated.

By the time you read this arti-
cle, the problem with France will 

essentially be repaired. Both these 
nations know they need each other 
and they will do what they have to 
do to continue what has been a pro-
ductive relationship.

But that relationship is not the 
only one that presents problems 

for the U.S. Internally, the federal 
government is beset with economic 
problems. One of those is the rap-
idly growing public debt. As usual, 
Republicans and Democrats are 

(See PROBLEMS, page �)

Parade, 

blessing 

planned
This the last call to 

register for the Mullet 
Festival Parade! The 
parade will be on the 
morning of Saturday 
Oct. 9.

You can get the 
parade application at 
Swansboro Town Hall 
or on the website www.
swansboro-nc.org.

The entry fee of $25 
per vehicle is nonrefund-
able and can be paid at 
Swansboro Town Hall.

Also, a Blessing of 
the Fleet will take place 
as part of the Mullet 
Festival.

The event will be on 
the White Oak River at 
Casper’s Marina on Oct. 
8 at 5 p.m.

Viewing will be ideal 
from the town’s Church 
Street Dock.

Sponsored by the 
Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
the Blessing of the Fleet 
is open to all boaters.

For more information 
on both of these events, 
call the Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Department at (910) 
326-2600.
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Swansboro’s McHale completes the trail

By Zack Nally

Swansboro’s Ed 
McHale isn’t ready to 
call his six-month trek of 
the Appalachian Trail an 
‘accomplishment’ yet, but 
what else could you call it?

The 50-year-old walked 
about five million steps 
over 2,189 miles across 
14 states, from Springer 
Mountain in Georgia to 
Mount Katahdin in Maine. 
He blew through six pairs 
of shoes and shed 30 
pounds while tackling a 
trail with an elevation gain 
akin to 16 climbs of Mount 
Everest.

He celebrated his latest 
birthday on Sept. 3, just a 
few days shy of reaching 
the Mount Katahdin. His 
last steps on the trail were 
up the 4,000-foot incline 
to reach the famed wooden 
sign awaiting hikers at the 
top.

“It’s a pretty hard climb 
to be honest,” McHale 
said. “It was good to get up 
there. It has to end at some 
point, and that was a good 
ending spot. It was a clear 
day, so I could see all the 
way into Canada. It was a 
great feeling to be done.”

He returned home on 
Sept. 8, just a week shy of 
a full six months after he 

started the through-hike. 
He said his feelings at the 
trail’s start and finish are 
what he remembers most 
about his experience.

“You see the plaque 
on the rock at Springer 
Mountain and you realize, 
‘I’m finally here,’” McHale 
said. “Then you see the 

sign at the end of Katahdin 
and it all kind of snaps into 
place.”

McHale is in good 
company as a veteran hiker 

of the AT. Like the first 
through-hiker to complete 
the trail, Earl Shaffer in 
1948, McHale is a retired 
U.S. Marine Corps Sergeant 
Major. He called on his 
experience in the armed 
forces to help him navigate 
the experience.

“The military can pre-
pare you for anything,” he 
said. “You learn to deal 
with adversity and build a 
base of mental toughness. 
That definitely helped out 
there.”

Life on the trail relies 
on constant planning, the 
kind of preparation that 
can come with experi-
ence. McHale had done his 
research beforehand, but 
there were some lessons 
that could only be learned 
through trial and error.

“You think you have it 
all figured out when you 
start,” McHale said. “In 
reality, you only know half 
of what you need to know 
to succeed. Things happen, 
and it takes time to learn 
what to do and what not to 
do. By Virginia, you have 
a pretty good idea of what 
works and you have your 
plan pretty set.”

Over a quarter of the 
trail is in Virginia alone, 
leaving exasperated hikers 
to develop the “Virginia 
Blues.” McHale didn’t 
reach that point mentally, 

‘There were days when I wondered, “Why am 

I doing this?” But I’ve always had a “no-quit” 

attitude, so once I started it, I knew I was going 

to finish.’
Ed McHale

Appalachian 

Trail covered 

in six months

Regular day

(See SHOES, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

Three of Swansboro’s town 
commissioners have taken issue 
with what they perceive as Mayor 
John Davis acting unilaterally in 
seeking to secure state funds for an 

Mayor facing harsh criticism
Panel left off 

state funding 

discussions

emergency operations center.
Without the elected officials 

being involved, Commissioner 
Frank Tursi said the town was 
embarking on “the largest capital 
improvement project in the history 
of Swansboro.”

During the commission’s meet-
ing on Monday, Sept. 27, Davis 
defended the process that has 
resulted with $6 million being 
included – at this point – in the 
state budget.

Commissioners’ displeasure 
with the seemingly good news is 

in the fact that none were con-
sulted and, in fact, were not made 
aware of the unfolding plans until 
Thursday, Sept. 23.

Davis said the money was 
included after he had a “hall-
way conversation” with Rep. 
George Cleveland, who represents 
Swansboro in the N.C. House.

Following Hurricane Florence 
in 2018, Swansboro determined 
that the Swansboro Public 
Safety Facility is unsafe for any 
storm event above a Category 1. 
Commissioners are in the process 

of considering options to remedy 
the situation and so far reports are 
very preliminary.

In an interview with the 
Tideland, Chris Seaberg, town 
manager, said the process for seek-
ing state funds started sometime in 
or prior to August with Davis’ con-
versation with Cleveland.

“What is taking place is he 
made a request to Rep. Cleveland,” 
Seaberg said. As a result of that, as 
of Monday, $6 million is included 

(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=4d919c3d-8011-580e-8a56-2d6e2a3db13d

