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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

POLL
QUESTION

Do you think college kids 
should be forced to leave 

the dorms?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

BEAUFORT

Beaufort seeks 
volunteers for boards

The town of Beaufort seeks 
applicants for a number of va-
cancies on volunteer boards. 

The openings include an 
unexpired term ending in 
January on the Beaufort Historic 
Preservation Commission, an 
in-town alternate term ending 
in January 2022 on the board 
of adjustment and three three-
year terms on the parks and 
recreation advisory board. 

Applications for the seats 
should be submitted by Mon-
day, Sept. 21. 

In addition, the town is also 
taking applications for a Beau-
fort appointment to the Carteret 
County-Beaufort Airport Author-
ity. Applications for that seat are 
due by Monday. 

Applications for the seats 
can be found online at beau-
fortnc.org under the Town Hall, 
Volunteer Boards and Commis-
sions tab. 

Submit applications to Town 
Clerk Michele Davis by email at 
m.davis@beaufortnc.org.

BEAUFORT

NEWPORT

A man has 
been taken into 
custody after al-
legedly breaking 
into and vandal-
izing Newport 
Middle School 
Friday night.

Newport Police 
Offi cer Morgan 
Burton said Saturday morn-
ing Brandon O’Neal Waller, 
30, of Sneads Ferry, was taken 
into custody and transported to 
the Carteret County Detention 
Center, where he remains under 
$5,000 bond.

He is charged with breaking 
and entering, breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle and 
injury to real property.

Man arrested for vandalism 
at Newport Middle School

HARKERS ISLAND

Whether it’s a severe storm 
or an outbreak, Outer Banks 
residents are no strangers to 
weathering tough times. 

This was one of the take-
aways from the Smithsonian 
Folklife Festival’s Story Circle 
Thursday. The online streaming 
event, broadcast on Facebook 
and YouTube, was part of the 
Smithsonian’s Earth Optimism 
initiative. Thursday’s event 
was titled Islands on the Edge: 
North Carolina’s Maritime 
Culture in the Time of the Pan-
demic. 

OBX communities weather 
storms, sickness 

See Schools  Page 2A

MOREHEAD CITY

Jean Scaturro, Swansboro
Richard Miller Sr., Swansboro
James Lyczkowski Sr., Richlands 
Wilford Dixon, Harkers Island
Betty Knish, Atlantic Beach
Patricia Cobb, Havelock 
Debbra Bowen, Havelock
Allan Musche, Havelock
Bobby Penny, Newport
Harold Gilbert, Morehead City

Dianne Carithers, Beaufort
Abbie Peppers, Stacy
Kimberly Kromka, Pine Knoll Shores
Louise Chadwick, Beaufort 
Deidra Wilson, Beaufort
Teresa Decker, Mill Creek
Lynn Judy, Beaufort
Larry Harkey, Stacy
Mary Rave, Carteret County

Ü 4A

Aquarium cashes in 
more than $8K in coins

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 8A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

As parents and students 
navigate the new normal of 
education during the coronavi-
rus pandemic, many are seeking 
options outside the traditional 
public school setting.

From home-school co-opera-
tives to private schools, several 
parents said last week they have 
opted to pull students out of 
public schools this year because 
of struggles with the virtual and 
hybrid options being offered.

Those numbers appear to 
be refl ected in early enroll-
ment fi gures for the Carteret 
County public school system. 
As of Aug. 19, enrollment was 
at 7,775 students, compared to 
7,881 March 10, prior to the 
March 13 shutdown of school 
buildings due to the coronavi-
rus.

In addition, some churches 
and organizations are opening 
their doors to assist parents who 
are struggling with childcare is-
sues created by restrictions and 
limited in-person attendance. 

“My son was an honor stu-
dent last year until they went to 
virtual learning, then he just lost 
interest in school,” Roseanne 
Care of Beaufort, who is home-
schooling her grandson, Marco 

Funicello, said. “I just felt I 
needed to be more involved 
in his education. It just wasn’t 
working for him with virtual.”

Marco was a freshman at East 
Carteret High School last year, 
and said so far he is enjoying his 
sophomore home-school experi-
ence. He and his grandmother 
have joined one of the many 
home-school co-ops that meet in 
the county.

“I feel like it’s better to go 
at your own pace. It’s working 
much better for me,” he said.

Ms. Care enrolled in the 
home-school co-op Classical 
Conversations, which involves 
parents teaching their students 
at home several days a week, 
then joining together for group 
instruction. Ms. Care’s group 
meets on Fridays at First United 

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County Department of Social Service workers are seeing the effects of the 
coronavirus pandemic on families, especially on disabled adults and the elderly.

“We’ve seen an increase in the severity of the neglect cases,” DSS Adult Protec-
tive Services Supervisor Zack Dixon said Thursday. “Prior to COVID, people were 
out and about and there was more of a support system for the disabled and the el-
derly. With COVID and everyone self-isolating, the safety and support has dried up. 

“No one is checking in with some of these individuals to make sure they are 
OK,” he continued. 

Because of that, Mr. Dixon said by the time DSS workers are called out to check 
on individuals, the neglect is extreme.

“No one has been checking to see if these individuals have been out of food, if 
their lights were cut off, or with dementia cases, if they’ve been bathing and clean-
ing themselves,” he continued. “We’ve found people who were severely emaciated 
and people living in conditions that were deplorable and unlivable.”

He added that as well as negative physical effects, workers are seeing an increase 
in mental health issues connected to long-term isolation.

“Depression and anxiety are on a major uptick,” he said. “Isolation is doing much 
more harm than just physical on the elderly population.”

Mr. Dixon appealed to the community to check on their elderly and disabled 
adult neighbors to make sure they are safe and check if in need of assistance.

“Even if it’s just making a phone call, you can tell a lot by talking with 
someone on the phone,” Mr. Dixon said.

DSS Director Clint Lewis added that it’s also good to stop by and check 
on the individuals.

“It may be just seeing if they need food,” he said.
The APS division handles victims of abuse, neglect and exploitation 

among the disabled adult and elderly population. Once a suspected APS 
report is fi led, workers investigate the situation and work to provide a 
healthy and safe environment for the individual.

From July 2019 through June 2020, APS received 236 reports of 
suspected abuse, neglect and exploitation among the disabled and 
elderly in Carteret County. This July, APS received 29 reports.

While case workers try to rectify the situation by working with 
family members, sometimes that is not possible. If it’s deter-
mined the person can’t take care of themselves and there are 
no other options for their health and safety, Mr. Lewis said the 
individual will become a ward of the state.

“If it’s determined they don’t have the capacity to take 
care of themselves, and there is no family to help, and 
they are deemed incompetent, a guardian is appointed 
and DSS is appointed a third party guardian,” Mr. Lewis 
said. “It becomes our responsibility to ensure their 
health and safety.”

Adult Guardian Supervisor Patti Sigmon said DSS 
has seen an increase in the number of disabled adults 
in the county becoming wards of the state.

“We normally average between 66 and 68 wards. 
Right now we have 74 and we have four scheduled 
court cases that are so bad that I don’t think there is 
anything else to do but take over. I think we’ll be up 
to 80 wards by the end of the year.”
Ms. Sigmon said the majority of those who become 

wards are placed in adult assisted living facilities 
or group homes. Because of limited space in the 
county, many are placed in facilities elsewhere.

Those suspecting a disabled adult or elderly 
person is being neglected, abused or exploited 
can contact DSS at 252-728-3181.

Contact Cheryl Burke at 252-726-7081, ext. 
255; email Cheryl@thenewstimes.com; or follow 
on Twitter @cherylccnt.

Parents seek alternative education options during pandemic

Tiller School second-grader Sienna Everett concentrates on classwork 
Thursday at the charter school in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Severityofneglectcasesamongdisabled
adult,elderlypopulationincreases

WALLER

Ü 2A

Wednesday 
August 26

Thursday  
August 27

Friday 
August 28

Saturday 
August 29

Sunday 
August 30

Low 8:10 a.m. 9:14 a.m. 10:19 a.m. 11:20 a.m. 12:30 a.m.
9:26 p.m. 10:35 p.m. 11:37 a.m. -------- 12:16 p.m.

High 2:02 a.m 3:11 a.m 4:19 a.m. 5:22 p.m. 6:18 a.m.

 2:53 p.m.  3:59 p.m. 5:02 p.m. 5:59 p.m. 6:49 p.m.

Elder neglect or 
self-neglect 
warning signs:

u Unusual weight loss, 
malnutrition, dehydration
u Untreated physical problems, 
such as bed sores
u Unsanitary living conditions: dirt, 
bugs, soiled bedding and clothes
u Being left dirty or unbathed
u Unsuitable clothing or covering for 
the weather
u Unsafe living conditions (no heat or 
running water; faulty electrical wiring; 
other fire hazards)
u Desertion of the elder at a public 
place
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