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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Lena Lewis, Newport
Crail White Sr., Newport
Donna Conley, Havelock
Rodney Dring, Newport
William Eldridge Jr., Hubert
Frank Bragg, Cape Carteret
Carolyn Willis, Marshallberg
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NEWS-TIMES Let’s get physical
Take a fitness class at the Morehead 

City Parks and Recreation Center.
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CLTRA
secures
storm
recovery
grant

Contracting crew demolishes
Morehead Motor Inn

Officials hope for parcel redevelopment

Health department urges flu shots, precautions

A graphic from the Carteret County Tax Administration 
Department shows the boundary of the Morehead 
Motor Inn property, at 3300 Arendell St., which is for 
sale by the owner, Dr. Chandroth Purushothaman. The 
buildings on the property are being demolished this 
week. (Carteret County graphic)

District 
court 
judge
to retire
Mack endorses
Dacey for 2020

A County 
Health 
Department 
nurse 
administers 
a flu vaccina-
tion Monday. 
(Cheryl Burke 
photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — With 
reports of flu-related deaths in the 
state on the rise, the County Health 
Department is recommending those 
who have not yet received a flu vac-
cine do so.

“We advise folks to get vaccinated 
and it will be effective for the season,” 
Kim Davis, RN, nursing director for 
the County Health Department, said.

Ms. Davis said she anticipates an 
increase in the number of flu cases 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — 
Contracting crews with Billy 
Miller Construction began 
demolition of the Morehead 
Motor Inn on Arendell Street 
this week.

The complex, com-
prised of several structures, 
at 3300 Arendell St., had 
been in deteriorating condi-
tion in recent years and was 
described as an “eye sore” by 
residents and city officials. It 
is owned by Dr. Chandroth 
Purushothaman, but the 
property is for sale. 

Dr. Purushothaman also 
practices cardiology for the 
Carteret Internal Medicine 
and Cardiology Center in 
Morehead City. He did not 
respond to request for com-
ment on the demolition.

Bluewater Real Estate 
realtor Susan Goines, who 
is managing the Morehead 
Motor Inn property listing, 
said a potential purchaser has 
expressed interest in buying 

the property, but no sale has 
gone through yet. 

County tax records indi-
cate the 2.154-acre property 
is valued at $417,348 for the 
land and $199,718 for the 
building, with an additional 
$43,807 in “other value.” 
Records show the building 
was constructed in 1960. 

Morehead City Planning 
Director Sandi Watkins said 
the city issued a demolition 
permit for the building in 
March, though guests have 
stayed at the Morehead 
Motor Inn since then. Dr. 
Purushothaman was respon-
sible for hiring the contrac-
tor and covering demolition 
costs. 

Morehead City Manager 
Ryan Eggleston said while 
the city isn’t directly 
involved in demolition of 
the building, he has been 
“working in collaboration” 
with Dr. Purushothaman in 

recent months to remove the 
structure. 

During the December 
city council meeting, Mr. 
Eggleston reported crews 
had recently cleared debris 
from some of the buildings 
and the contractor indicated 

demolition was forthcoming.
“We’ve been trying to 

work collaboratively with 
him to try to get it torn 
down, just for economic 
redevelopment purposes,” 
Mr. Eggleston told the News-
Times last month. “…It is 

our understanding that he 
(Dr. Purushothaman) has a 
contract with Billy Miller 
to tear it down. I’m not 
100 percent certain on the 
timeline, but we’re excited 
and hopeful to have that … 
(move forward) here in the 
very near future, which is 
terrific.”

Mr. Eggleston said 
demolishing the building 
will make room for rede-
velopment of the property 
to spur economic activ-
ity in Morehead City. He 
said it will also help with 
officials’ beautification 
efforts recently as the city 
attempts to clean up the 
look of its major thorough-
fares.

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by 
phone at 252-726-7081 ext. 
229; or follow on Twitter 
@eliseccnt.  

Matthew Allen with Billy Miller Construction in Morehead City removes debris Tuesday from the remains of the Morehead Motor Inn on 
Arendell Street. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Ten 
county homes damaged by 
Hurricane Florence will 
soon be repaired thanks to a 
$1.4 million grant from the 
national disaster resilience 
and recovery organization 
St. Bernard Project.

A portion of the grant 
is going to Carteret Long 
Term Recovery Alliance, 
which is helping with 
Florence recovery efforts 
in Carteret County. Other 
counties that will receive 
funds are Craven, Onslow, 
New Hanover, Duplin, 
Onslow, Cumberland, Jones 
and Pamlico, according to a 
press release issued Monday 
by CLTRA.

In Carteret County, SBP 
and CLTRA began the 
scope and estimate process 
for 10 homes Tuesday, with 
plans to look at three to 
five additional homes in the 
next few weeks, according 
to CLTRA Director the Rev. 
Robbie Phillips.

See Judge / Page 5A
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See Flu / Page 5A

MACK

Judge Peter 
Mack Jr. 
has decided 
not to cam-
paign for 
reelection.

Although 
J u d g e 
Mack filed 
for another 
f o u r - y e a r 
term, he 
announced 
Dec. 31 in a letter to 
the residents of Judicial 
District 3B that he’s decid-
ed to instead retire at the 
end of his current term in 
December 2020. 

“As it is too late to have 
my name removed from 
the ballot,” the judge said, 
“my name will still appear 
on the March 3 primary 
ballot, but I will not be 
campaigning for re-elec-
tion. I will spend the 
next year focusing on my 
duties as a District Court 
Judge.” 

Judge Mack said since 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — With 
his fourth consecutive 
term as a district court 
judge coming to an end, 

INSIDE TODAY

For more on flu restrictions at Carteret Health 
Care, see the story on Page 6A.
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