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T deland News

Town of Swansboro of-
fices, including the parks and 
recreation department, will be 
closed on Monday, Sept. 3, 
for the Labor Day holiday.

Onslow County offices 
will be closed on Monday.

Landfill collection sites 
in Onslow County will be 
closed.

Swansboro Branch Library 
will be closed on Monday.

The U.S. Post Office will 
be closed for Labor Day on 
Monday.

The Onslow County ABC 
Store in Swansboro will be 
closed on Monday.

Financial institutions will 
also be closed on Sept. 3.
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By Sean Gorman

Skippy’s unexpected stay in Richmond has 
ended on a happy note.

The missing toy poodle was reunited late 
Monday (Aug. 13) afternoon with his North 
Carolina owners, who had been fretting for 
more than a day after their vehicle – with Skip-
py in his crate inside – had been stolen from 
a McDonald’s in Shockoe Bottom on Sunday 
(Aug. 12) morning.

Ann VonHoorn, a 76-year-old resident of 
Cape Carteret, was relieved after picking up 
Skippy, her 10-year-old poodle, from Chester-
field County animal control Monday.

 “I’m so happy that we found him,” Ann 
said. “He’s not as adorable this afternoon as he 
was usually. He’s a little subdued. It’s been a 
stressful time.”

The saga started when Ann and Richard’s 
2017 Ford Escape was stolen Sunday from the 
McDonald’s at 1800 E. Broad St.

The couple, who stopped in Richmond this 
past weekend on their way home from a month-
long trip in Connecticut, left Skippy with a 
dog sitter Saturday and went to the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts. Around 9 a.m. Sunday, 
they picked up Skippy from the sitter and then 
stopped to get breakfast at the McDonald’s.

They left their vehicle running to keep the 
air conditioning going for Skippy, Ann said.

The car does not use a key, and the engine is 
started by pushing a button. Ann said she thinks 
she had tried to lock the car when they went 
into McDonald’s and she took a fob with her. 
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Weekend Weather
There will be a chance 

of storms, Friday through 
Sunday, with highs in the 
mid-80s and lows in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Chiara 
Roeske, who was a stu-
dent in Elaine Selgren’s 
first grade class last year 
at Swansboro Elementary 
School.

By D.G. Martin

He is like the houseguest 
who stays too long, and then 
when he’s finally gone, you 
miss him a little bit.

I am talking about Silent 
Sam, the Confederate memorial 
statue whose hundred-plus-year 
presence on the campus of the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill ended last week.

On the Monday night before 
the opening day of classes, a 
large crowd gathered to con-
tinue the ongoing protest of the 
statue’s prominent presence on 
the campus. Police were there 
to keep order and, as they have 
done for months, protect the 

statue from damage. But before 
the evening was over Silent 
Sam had been pulled to the 
ground and campus officials had 
removed his remains to an un-
disclosed location.

For the protestors and many 
students and faculty, the statue 
represented the glorification 
of the slave-based society that 
Confederate soldiers fought to 
defend and the white supremacy 
culture that prevailed when the 
statue was erected in 1913.

Others throughout the state 
argued that the memorial to the 
fallen soldiers was simply that, 
a respectful tribute and reminder 
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Even before school started 
this week, Swansboro Middle 
School was planning its semi-
annual Pride Yard Sale.

The event – which invites any 
and all to rent a space on school 
grounds to sell their no-longer-
wanted treasures – will take 
place Sept. 8, 7 a.m.-1 p.m.

The fundraiser benefits the 
SBMS PRIDE program, ac-
cording to Rheta Meyer, SMS 
teacher and organizer.

Spaces are available for $15, 
or you can buy two for $25. 
Sellers must supply their own 
tables.

Kona Ice will be onsite, 10 
a.m.-noon.

For information, email rheta.
meyer@onslowk12.nc.us.
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But she suspects the car wouldn’t lock because 
her husband’s fob was in his luggage inside the 
car.

The vehicle was parked near the entrance 
of the McDonald’s, and Ann said she could see 
the top of the Ford Escape as they had break-

Dozens of folks were on hand for the Aug. 24 grand re-
opening of the newly refurbished Swansboro Bicentennial 
Park. In photo above, youngsters Wyatt Riley wielded the 
big scissors and Silas Parsons used the small scissors to 
cut the ribbon at the event, attended by supporters and 
contributors. In photo at left, three of Beth and Jody Floyd’s 
children, Kellum, Mollie and Mattie, take a turn on one of 
the new porch swings installed at the park. For more on the 
story, turn to page 3. (Williams photos)

Bicentennial Park opens

Plastic debris bags are banned
By Jimmy Williams

While some members of the town 
commission expressed concern over the 
speed of the change, they all voted to 
amend Swansboro’s ordinance concern-
ing leaf and limb pick up. As of Oct. 1, 
plastic bags will not be picked up.

Similar rules are in place in towns 
nearby. Pine Knoll Shores, for example, 
has had a similar restriction for a number 
of years.

The issue was first raised in 
Swansboro this past spring, during dis-
cussion on the town’s budget for 2018-
19. Jim Stipe, public works director, 

while not asking for any funds, took the 
opportunity of the workshop setting to 
let the elected leaders know of the is-
sues his department faced relative to the 
weekly leaf and limb pickup.

In the coming year, he wrote, “An 
ordinance change would … be required 
for eliminating plastic bags and using 
recycling/organic bags for small yard 
waste. It (is) an environmental steward-
ship that Swansboro and its residents 
should practice.”

During the board meeting of Aug. 14, 
Stipe provided some specifics.

The Public Works Department is re-
questing “an amendment to the language 

in Chapter 50.26: Curbside Pickup re-
garding the type of bag used” to collect 
leaves, limbs and grass clippings, he 
said.

“The proposal to change the type of 
bags used for loose refuse was reviewed 
at the Board’s Annual Retreat in March 
2018,” Stipe stated in a memo on Aug. 
14.

Stipe provided the commissioners 
with some startling statistics.

“We are picking up and discarding 
a number of plastic bags each year,” he 
said. In 2016, the crew collected 9,316 
bags; 2017, 9,601 bags; and so far in 
2018, 6,168 bags.

“It goes in the waste stream, unfortu-
nately,” he said.

Stipe pointed out that requiring the 
items to be placed in leaf and lawn style 
paper bags would eliminate all that plas-
tic from the waste stream. But it would 
also save time.

Commissioner Phil Keagy said that 
he has used the paper bags.

“The paper bags are a whole lot easier 
to handle,” he said.

Commission members wanted to 
know if the town would the bags avail-
able. To that, Commissioner Frank Tursi 

(See BAG, page �)

Richard and Ann vonHoorn of 
Cape Carteret celebrated Skippy’s 
safe return once they were back at 
home. The event included chocolate 
cake. (Photo contributed)


