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The weekend weather 
will be rainy with highs in 
the mid-80s and lows in 
the upper-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Marika Wilson, who 
was a student in Elaine 
Selgren’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle repairs Randy’s Way

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside today’s paper for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter

Schools team up with health department for immunizations, Page 5

Onslow County announces plan to start high school athletics, Page 7

This osprey has built a nest in a pine tree not far off N.C. 
24 in Swansboro near Phillips Loop Road. While it may seem 

a busy area, it’s not too far from the White Oak River – as the 
osprey flies – and good fishing. (Pete Rulon photo)

As the osprey flies

Commentary

Telling truth, 

providing 

leadership
By Carol Hartsoe

The word promise is 
both a noun and a verb. 
One definition found in 
Webster’s online diction-
ary is “a declaration that 
one will do or refrain from 
doing something specified.”

The verb: “to pledge 
to do, bring about, or pro-
vide.”

Even 5-year-old chil-
dren know about promises. 
Adults don’t have to actu-
ally voice the words, “I 
promise.” When an adult 
says he or she will do 
something kids expect it to 
happen. If you know any-
thing about children you 
can say with certainty, they 
will question all things per-
tainingto a perceived prom-
ise that is not fulfilled.

Case in point: My 
granddaughter is 12 now 
but when she was 5 some-
thing happened that made 
me realize how much she 

took my words to heart. 
She was spending the 
night and chose cereal at 
snack time. Then, after 
she scraped the last bit of 
cereal from her bowl, she 
decided she would rather 
have ice cream. I spoil my 
grandchildren but not to 
that extent.

Knowing she would be 
with me the next evening 
too, I told her she could 
have ice cream “tomorrow.”

The next day dawned 
and it was time to dress, 
have breakfast, and get 
to preschool. As I placed 
breakfast in front of her, she 
looked up at me and said, 
“But Nana, it’s tomorrow.”

Technically it was 
“today” but I listened to 
her explain that I’d told 
her last night she could 
have ice cream “tomor-
row.” I squirmed a little 
and explained that I meant 
she could have ice cream 

Planning board 

OKs tire sales

The planners recommended a 
special-use permit be granted for 

a new business at 684 W. Corbett 
Ave. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Planning Board is rec-
ommending an applicant be granted a 
special-use permit to open a tire sales 
business in the former Cliff’s Car Care 
at the corner of Corbett Avenue and Old 

Hammock Road.
The building has been vacant for more 

than two years, ever since Cliff’s moved 
a few hundred feet up Corbett Avenue to 
the former Stevenson Chevrolet building.

(See WORDS, page �)
(See PLANNERS, page �)

COVID-19 

numbers
Onslow County 

this week recorded 
three fatalities due to 
COVID-19, bringing the 
total number of deaths 
to eight, according to 
information from Sharon 
Russell, county manager.

 A total of 628 people 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Onslow 
County as of Tuesday, 
July 21. On Tuesday, 
July 14, the county 
reported 489 cases. 

The 139 newly con-
firmed cases for the 
week sets a record for 
the county.

Of the total, 412 
are considered “recov-
ered,” according to the 
Onslow County Health 
Department website.

As of Monday, July 
20, there were 679 tests 
pending and 8,491 nega-
tive test results, accord-
ing to information from 
the county.

There are four 
COVID-19 patients in 
treatment at Onslow 
Memorial Hospital 
as of Tuesday, July 
21, according to Erin 
Tallman, patient advo-
cate and compliance 
officer.

According to infor-
mation on the N.C. 
Department of Health 
and Human Services 
website, which includes 
six of the eight fatalities, 
three of the individuals 
who died are between 
65 and 74 years old, two 
are between 50 and 64 
and one is older than 
75. Two are black and 
four are white. Two are 
women and four are 
men.

The deaths occurred 
on March 22, May 1, 
June 10, July 4, and 
twice on July 12, accord-
ing to information on the 
site.

By Jimmy Williams

Following a presentation by 
Rick Savage and his team of 
wetlands advocates on July 13, 
Swansboro commissioners agreed 
that it is time to bring in the 
Swansboro Planning Board for 
a discussion with this group of 
experts.

Commissioners want to find a 
way to provide some assurance that 
policy in the town’s 2019 Land-
Use Plan can be – if not codified 
– fashioned in a way to incentivize 
wetlands preservation.

Savage, president of the 
nonprofit Carolina Wetlands 
Association, can help make 

that happen. As a former state 
employee – he was hired by the 
N.C. Division of Water Quality of 
the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources to work 
on a wetlands monitoring project 
in 2004 – he brings a wealth of 
knowledge on, not only the impor-
tance of wetlands, but also the best 
ways to preserve them under state 
law.

“The organization has a good 
relationship with a lot of state 
agencies,” he told commissioners 
in explaining how the Carolina 
Wetlands Association might be able 
to assist Swansboro in its effort to 
plan, and perhaps fund, wetlands 
preservation and restoration.

Protection of wetlands and 
environmentally sensitive areas 
was a “major theme” in the public 
participation survey for the 2019 
LUP, complete by 4.5 percent 
of the town’s adult population. 
In fact, nearly 90 percent of the 
respondents agreed that “streams, 
wetlands, and areas important for 
water quality or wildlife” should be 
preserved.

“Areas of high biodiversity and 
environmental significance tend to 
be centered on the shoreline, along 
creeks, in floodplains, and in or 
near wetlands,” according to the 
LUP. “Nearly all shorelines are sig-
nificant for natural habitat and bio-
diversity. Tidal creeks and connect-

ed salt marshes are important for 
estuary health. Upland wetlands are 
also important for filtering water, 
even though they do not contain 
saltwater-associated species. The 
area also has some upland wetlands 
known as pocosins that are distinct 
from the coastal wetlands. These 
freshwater wetlands are often home 
to rare or endangered plants and 
provide important wildlife habitat.”

According to the LUP adopted 
in January 2019, “Swansboro does 
not have policies or ordinances 
specifically targeting and protect-
ing isolated, non-coastal wetlands 
not protected under federal or state 

Town seeks wetlands policy

(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)


