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NEWS-TIMES ‘The show must go on’
Carteret Community Theatre will host 

a capital campaign gala to raise funds for 
hurricane repairs.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Betty Merrell, Beaufort
Arnold Leary, Beaufort
Carrie Jones, Newport
Robert Fiore, Newport

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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High: 88 
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Saturday
Rainy

Priscilla Farrell, Peletier
June Harrison, Havelock
Kristen Bennett, Newport
William Fulford Jr., Beaufort

George Schaff, Cedar Point

Autopsy IDs body as missing woman
Nearly yearlong search comes to a close

NEWPORT — A 
Wednesday autopsy con-
firmed the body discovered by 
the Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Office this week is that of 
missing Newport woman 
Kristen Ashley Bennett, 24, 
who died of a gunshot wound 
to the head. 

Deputies oversaw the autop-

sy, performed at Vidant Health 
in Greenville, according to a 
press release issued Thursday 
morning. Investigators posi-
tively identified Ms. Bennett 
by comparing dental records. 

“The manner of death has 
been officially ruled a homi-
cide as the result of a gunshot 
wound to the head,” reads 

Wednesday’s press release. 
“A small caliber bullet was 
recovered at the autopsy.” 

This is the most recent 
update to the almost year-
long case, which started after 
Ms. Bennett was reported 
missing Aug. 16, 2018, two 
days after she was last seen 
near her residence on Hibbs 

Road in Newport.
Soon after, on Sept. 4, Ms. 

Bennett’s boyfriend, Lewis 
Victor Branche III, known as 
Trey, 26, was taken into cus-
tody and charged with one 
open count of murder and one 
count of concealing/failing to 

Officials report record number of nests
Sea turtles successfully nesting along beaches By location:

404
Nests at Cape Lookout

32
Nests in Emerald Isle

10
Nests at Hammock’s Beach

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — Sea 
turtle nest numbers are set-
ting records in the southeast-
ern United States this sum-
mer, and Carteret County is no 
exception.

National Park Service offi-
cials at Cape Lookout National 
Seashore said Tuesday the 
record has already been bro-
ken there, with 404 established 
nests and additional nests 
likely through September. The 
previous record was 352, set 
in 2016.

In Emerald Isle, according 
to sea turtle team coordinator 
Dale Baquer, there have been 
32 nests spotted as of Tuesday, 
with roughly six weeks left in 
the normal nesting season. At 
this pace, Ms. Baquer said, the 
town stands “a good chance” 
of breaking the record of 52 
set in 2016.

The nests need around 60 
days of incubation before 
hatching, with some laid in 
May hatching now and later 
nests hatching well into 
November. Most nesting and 
hatching occurs at night.

“We’re excited,” Ms. Baquer 
said of the numbers, and the 
team members are looking for-
ward to seeing lots of hatch-
ings as summer turns to fall.

Ms. Baquer said there have 
been at least two incidents. She 
filed a report with town police 
July 7 after the second one, 
when a team member found 
someone had tampered with a 
nest on a beach in town.

In the first incident, before 
July 7, she said, “someone had 
put a chicken egg on top of the 

Board votes to allow King to fill remainder of term

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — 
Seismic testing off of the 
state’s coast was once 
again a topic of concern 
at county commissioners’ 
Monday evening meet-
ing at the administration 
building on Court House 
Square. 

The topic has been an 
ongoing issue for a num-
ber of years and ramped 
up during last year’s 
election season. 

Katie Tomberlin, one 
of last year’s Democratic 
candidates for county 
commsion, made off-
shore seismic testing one 
of the key issues of her 
platform. She repeated 
her position, along-
side a number of other 
concerned residents, at 
Monday’s meeting. 

“I ask you again to 

Activists
prod
county
to oppose
drilling

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET 
— Commissioner Mike King 
won’t have to run for election 
to his appointed seat Tuesday, 
Nov. 5, thanks to a 4-0 board 
vote during an emergency 
meeting Thursday afternoon 
in the town hall of Dolphin 
Street.

Mr. King recused himself 
from the discussion and the 
vote, and Mayor Dave Fowler 
votes only to break ties. Three 
of the four other commission-
ers, Minnie Truax, Don Miller 
and Steve Martin, said when 
they appointed Mr. King in a 

split vote in December 2017 
to replace Commissioner 
Jerry Ferguson, they had done 
so with the idea he was being 
appointed to complete Mr. 
Ferguson’s four-year term, 
which expires in 2021.

Commissioner Charlie 
Evans, who said he would 
prefer Mr. King stand for 
election so the “people can 
have their say,” voted in favor 
of Thursday’s motion.

The board was advised on 
the issue by Town Attorney 
Brett DeSelms, who said 
although state statute gener-
ally says appointed municipal 
councilmen and commission-

ers must stand for election 
in the next election after 
appointment, the statutes also 
state that if there is a conflict 
between the local government 
charter and the statute, the 
local board or council can 
choose either option.

The town’s charter, 
approved years ago by the 
state, reads, in part, “If a 
vacancy occurs in in the office 
of Mayor or Commissioner, it 
shall be filled for the remain-
der of the unexpired term by 
a majority vote of the remain-
ing members of the board of 
commissioners. The Mayor 
and the members of the 

board of commissioners shall 
be qualified electors of the 
town.”

Mr. DeSelms said it was not 
clear in the board’s December 
2017 meeting minutes wheth-
er the commission’s intent 
was to follow state statute or 
the town charter.

Town Manager Zach 
Steffey said he thought it was 
the right thing for the board to 
make a public declaration of 
its intent during the December 
meeting, as did Mayor Dave 
Fowler.

Mr. Evans said he knew 
the town could, under its 
charter, appoint a replacement 

commissioner to fill all of an 
unexpired term and also knew 
it had been done in the past. 
But, he said, just because it’s 
been done that way in the past 
doesn’t make it the right thing 
to do.

“I have nothing against 
Mike King,” he added. “We 
don’t always agree, but we 
disagree without being dis-
agreeable.”

He said he thought it would 
be best for the people to vote 
on whether Mr. King should 
remain on the board now.

He noted that Mr. King 

Beachgoers pass a marked turtle nesting site in Emerald Isle Wednesday. The town’s strand is one of the areas that could see a 
recordbreaking number of nests this year. Tampering with the sites is illegal. (Dylan Ray photo)
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Town,
beyond
mourn
Kristen
Bennett

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Nearly 
a year after Kristen 
Ashley Bennett was first 
reported missing, fam-
ily and friends finally 
have some measure of 
closure.

Authorities allege Ms. 
Bennett, 24, of Newport, 
was murdered by her 
boyfriend of six years, 
Lewis Victor Branche 
III, also known as Trey. 
In September 2018, sev-
eral weeks after she was 
reported missing, Mr. 
Branche was arrested 
and charged with one 
open count of murder 
and one count of con-
cealing/failing to report 
a death.

The location of Ms. 
Bennett’s body eluded 
authorities until this 
week, when investigators 
found female remains 
believed to be the young 
woman Tuesday morn-
ing at a property in Mill 
Creek. An autopsy con-
ducted Wednesday con-
firmed it is the body 
of Ms. Bennett, with a 
gunshot wound through 
the skull the determined 
cause of death.

Although the family 
has declined to comment 
on the matter, friends, 
See Mourns / Page 4A

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=13A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=16A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=12A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4adc8eb8-b3ce-54c2-bd6d-111e81b88e00

