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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar

JoAnn Bane, Emerald Isle
Patricia O’Grady, Peletier
Jack Scott Jr., Atlantic Beach
James Stainback, Atlantic
Roland Aldao, Morehead City
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Child care center reopens
following hurricane repairs

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — When 
Hurricane Florence left its mark 
on Carteret County, both of the 
county’s Head Start centers felt the 
wrath of the storm.

While the damaged center in 
Newport was able to reopen about 
four weeks after Florence hit in 
September, the Beaufort center 
wasn’t as lucky, according to 
Charlotte Neely, program director 
of Family and Children’s Services 
with Coastal Community Action, 
Inc. in Newport, the fiscal agent 
for the local Head Start and Early 
Head Start programs.

“Damages sustained from 
Hurricane Florence were over 
70 percent of the building,” Ms. 
Neely said in an email to the 

News-Times. “The roof and ceil-
ing had completely collapsed, 
allowing a flood-gate of rainwater 
to destroy walls, flooring, equip-
ment, office and classroom furni-
ture, supplies and materials. Initial 
building damage estimates were 
approximately $300,000.”

After seven months of clean-
up, repairs and renovations, 
the Beaufort Head Start Center 
reopened its doors April 10 on 
Professional Drive.

While 66 children returned to 
the center’s NC Pre-K, Head Start 
and Early Head Start programs, 
Ms. Neely said several families 
and staff were displaced by the 
hurricane and moved out of the 
area. 

Beaufort Head Start 3-year-olds, from left, Liam Dowd and 
Zaedra Odom peer through a new classroom window Tuesday at 
the renovated center that reopened April 10 after being closed 
due to damage from Hurricane Florence. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Emerald Isle crews
search for missing
18-year-old swimmer 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — 
Search and recovery efforts 
by town personnel contin-
ued Saturday for 18-year-
old Wake Forest resident Ian 
Frazier Lewis, believed to be 
lost in the ocean Friday after-
noon, Interim Town Manager 
Randy Martin said.

The search was suspended 
around 8 p.m. Friday night 
due to bad weather.

Mr. Martin said Saturday 
morning he had no word on 
the condition of a second 
person involved in the inci-
dent, 17-year-old Mary Paige 
Merical of Raleigh.

She was rescued, transport-
ed to Carteret Health Care 

and then transferred Friday 
night to Vidant Health in 
Greenville.

A spokesperson for the 
U.S. Coast Guard’s 5th 
District in Portsmouth, Va., 
said Saturday there were no 
immediate plans to resume 
the search for Mr. Lewis, but 
Mr. Martin said town person-
nel were working the beach 
Saturday morning.

“We’re not out on the water, 
and won’t be unless we spot 
something,” Mr. Martin said 
at 10 a.m. “We’re also dealing 
with all the people who are 
coming out on the beach this 
morning. We’re hoping they 
will stay out of the water or at 

Easter delights
Carter Hite, right, of Broadway, snags a handful of Easter eggs Saturday during the annual hunt at the Beaufort Historic Site on 

Turner Street. (Dylan Ray photo) 

NC-03 GOP
candidates
talk Trump,
state court

BY DEAN-PAUL STEPHENS
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The bulk of the 
state’s 3rd Congressional District’s Republican 
candidates made their case directly to county vot-
ers at Thursday evening’s meet-and-greet event at 
Southern Salt Seafood Co.

Put on by the Crystal Coast Republican Men’s 
Club, the event marked one of the last major meet-
and-greets before the primary elections, set for 
Tuesday, April 30. 

Members of the club were surprised to see how 
well-attended their event was. 

“We invited all the Republican candidates (run-
ning) for (the late Rep.) Walter Jones’ seat,” said 
Steve Malay, a member of the club “So far, we’ve 
got about 14 of them here.” 

In total, 17 Republicans are in the running for 
the nomination. 

District Court Judge Bob Cherry served as mod-
erator for the event. 

The only three candidates that did not attend 
were Kevin Baiko, Don Cox and Celeste Cairns. 
Candidate Graham Boyd showed up an hour late to 
the event, but tried to make up for lost time. 

“Faith, family, freedom, those are my priori-
ties that drive my decisions,” Mr. Boyd said. “My 
commitment to you is to work hard, to be a tireless 
advocate.” 

Each candidate received two minutes to intro-
duce themselves and give a brief overview of Indian Beach considers tax increase

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

INDIAN BEACH — As the new 
fiscal year draws closer, town officials 
are considering a 2-cent increase to the 
base ad valorem property tax rate. 

 The board of commissioners met 
for a budget work session Thursday at 
the town hall boardroom on Salter Path 
Road. The work session was the first 

of its kind for the board, at least for as 
long as Mayor Stewart Pickett has been 
on it, he said. 

Town Manager Tim White present-
ed the board with a draft of the fiscal 
year 2019-20 budget. While Mr. White 
said the proposed budget is balanced, 
in order to do so staff included a 2-cent 
increase to the base property tax rate. 

“You never want to raise taxes,” Mr. 

White said, “but I think we’re in a posi-
tion we have to.” 

The existing base property tax rate 
for Indian Beach is 22.5 cents per $100 
of assessed value. In addition to this, 
there’s also a 1-cent sand tax rate for 
non-oceanfront property, making non-
oceanfront property tax rates a total 
of 23.5 cents, and a 3-cent sand tax 
rate for oceanfront property, creating a 

total property tax rate of 25.5 cents for 
oceanfront property. 

Part of the reason for the proposed 
increase in the base tax rate are increas-
es in expenses, like a cost-of-living 
adjustment for staff. 

“It’s my understanding we haven’t 
had a COLA in a while,” Mr. White 
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Amy Parham, Beaufort
Mark Nelson, Atlantic
Kathryn Sexton, Morehead City
Marvin Guthrie, Morehead City
Raymond Jones, Newport

INSIDE TODAY
Meet the Democratic candidates running 
in the Tuesday, April 30 primary for 
the U.S. House of Representatives seat 
for North Carolina’s 3rd Congressional 
District on Page 6A. 

Another Hall of Fame
A former West Carteret principal, educator 

and coach is inducted into the NCHSAA Hall 
of Fame, his third Hall of Fame honor. 
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