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Out with the old, in with the new
MOREHEAD CITY

Ü 9A

POLL
QUESTION

Overall do you think social 
media is a good thing?  

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Jean King, Swansboro
John Henderson, Cape Carteret
William Hobbs, Cape Carteret
David Wheatly Sr., Merrimon
Pamela Beauvais, Morehead City
Ronald Loy, Newport
Sally Walczak, Newport
Betty Kropinack, Swansboro
Yoshiko Wardlow, Beaufort
Harold Brown, Pine Knoll Shores

Wilma Barbour, Newport
Nell Gillespie, Havelock
Anna Shiffl ett, Newport
Olivia Salter, Morehead City
Shelvie Kimrey, Atlantic
Shelby Freeman, Morehead City
Gary Williams Jr., Salter Path
James Miller, Morehead City
Robert Johnson, Morehead City

MOREHEAD CITY

MOREHEAD CITY

Former County 
Commissioner 
David Wheatly dies
BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

David Aiken Wheatly Sr., a 
well-known local business owner 
and former Beaufort and Carteret 
County commissioner, died at his 
home in Merrimon early Friday 
morning at the age of 72.

His graveside service, with 
coronavirus safety measures in 

place, was set for at 
10 a.m. Monday at 
St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church. 

Mr. Wheatly grew 
up and spent most 
of his life in Beaufort, 
graduating from 
the fi rst class of East 
Carteret High School 
in 1966. He at-

tended The Citadel, Military College 
of South Carolina, and served with 
the U.S. Army during the Vietnam 
War as a captain in the Heavy Boat 
Company.

After his service, Mr. Wheatly 
spent the rest of his life working in 
Carteret County, owning various 
businesses over the years. He lived 
on a farm in Merrimon with his wife, 
Carteret County Schools Com-
munication Director Tabbie Nance, 
where the couple raised livestock. 

Mr. Wheatly served on the 
County Board of Commission-
ers from 2000-04. He’s also the 
brother of current board Chairper-
son Eddie Bo Wheatly, as well as 
county attorney Rob Wheatly. 

“On behalf of the Carteret 
County Board of Commissioners, 
we extend our deepest sympathy 
and condolences upon the recent 
death of Mr. David A. Wheatly. 
For many years, Mr. Wheatly was 
an active and involved citizen in 
support of Carteret County, and 
served as a Commissioner from 
2000 – 2004,” Board of Com-
missioners Vice Chairperson Mark 
Mansfi eld said in an emailed 
statement to the News-Times. 

“His brother, Claud Wheatly, 
has served as the County’s attor-
ney for many years, and another 
brother, Eddie Bo Wheatly, cur-
rently serves as our Chairman,” 
Mr. Mansfi eld continued. “Our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
them both along with other mem-
bers of his family.”

In addition to serving the county, 
Mr. Wheatly also served on the 
Beaufort Board of Commissioners. 

“We are saddened to hear 
about the passing of David Wheat-
ly,” Beaufort Mayor Rett Newtown 
said Friday. “We are grateful for 
his public service, and it is crystal 
clear that he loved Beaufort and 
Carteret County, and was com-
mitted to ensuring the health and 
prosperity of our communities.”

Mr. is survived by his wife, Tab-
bie Nance; daughters, Virginia 
Cuthrell and husband Bobby and 
Molly Marsh and husband MJ; 
son, David “Bubba” Wheatly Jr. 
and wife Laken; six grandchildren; 
brothers, Claud “Rob” Wheatly 
and wife Joyce and Ed “Eddie Bo” 
Wheatly and wife Sandra; and his 
children’s mother, Sylvia Wheatly. 

BEAUFORT
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Thursday 
Jan. 14
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Jan. 16
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WHEATLY

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

U.S. Rep. Greg Murphy 
said Friday he will oppose any 
Congressional action seeking to 
remove President Donald Trump 
from power. 

In a statement from his of-
fi ce, the second-term congress-
man, who represents Carteret 
County, said calls to exercise 
the 25th Amendment or forward 
impeachment proceedings are 

“unnecessary.”
“Thankfully, President Trump 

has committed to a peaceful 
transition of power. He spoke to 
the nation last night asking for 
peace and unity and support of 
the new administration,” Rep. 
Murphy’s statement read in 
part. “Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi’s 
intention to prematurely remove 
him from offi ce is an unneces-
sary and partisan act which will 
only further divide our nation. I 

will oppose any such efforts to 
remove the president prior to the 
inauguration on January 20th.”

Rep. Murphy was amongst a 
group of pro-Trump objectors 
who announced plans early this 
week to oppose the Electoral 
College win of President-elect 
Joe Biden. 

After a pro-Trump mob 
laid siege to the U.S. Capitol 
Wednesday, wreaking havoc and 
forcing members of Congress 

into lockdown, 
Rep. Murphy 
said he was 
“ashamed” of 
the behavior.  

Five people 
have died as 
a result of the 
assault on the 
Capitol – one 
rioter shot by 

Capitol Police, one police 

Murphy opposes impeachment, use of 25th Amendment

MURPHY

See MURPHY / Pg 7A

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

With little comment, Carteret County Board 
of Education members unanimously approved 
a resolution Jan. 5 urging the N.C. High School 
Athletic Association to address what they say 
are inequities in the conference alignments and 
playoffs.

Assistant Superintendent Richard Paylor 
read the resolution, followed by the vote, dur-
ing the board’s meeting in the school system’s 
central offi ce on Safrit Drive.

“The North Carolina High School Athletic 
Association is urged to develop and implement 
additional criteria in their 2021-2025 realign-
ment plan to eliminate the unfair advantage 
charter schools, magnet schools and non-board-
ing parochial schools have at the conference 
level by being unfettered with attendance 
zone boundaries, and to develop and imple-
ment additional criteria for playoffs and state 
championships so that traditional attendance 
zone schools have a fair and equitable chance 
in competition,” Mr. Paylor read.

Prior to approving the resolution, board 
member Kathryn Chadwick, who represents 
the Down East area, asked why the resolution 
didn’t include the board’s concerns regarding 
the athletic association’s proposal to change 
East Carteret High School from a 1A school to 
a 2A school.

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said those 
concerns would be fi led separately with the as-
sociation by ECHS coaches and administrators.

“East Carteret is working on those com-
ments,” Dr. Jackson said.

Following the meeting, Dr. Jackson said the 
resolution would be sent to the athletic asso-
ciation Wednesday. ECHS planned to fi le its 

Schoolboardadoptsresolutionprotestingathleticconferencealignments

protest regarding the proposed switch from 
1A to 2A by Jan. 8, which is the deadline 
for schools to submit comments. 

The superintendent added that he wasn’t 
sure when the NCHSAA would make its fi -
nal decision regarding its 2021-25 realign-
ment plan.

“There is a process, and I think the 
entire process is scheduled to be completed 
by the end of March,” he said.

The resolution, drafted by BOE attorney 
Neil Whitford at the request of school board 
members, states that for traditional public 
schools, athletes are chosen from high 

schools in specifi c attendance zones, while 
nontraditional schools can accept athletes 
outside of traditional attendance zones.

“When a non-traditional school estab-
lishes a successful athletic program, skilled 
student athletes are often drawn to the 
school, and with no attendance zone limits, 
are free to enroll and join a team therefore 
perpetuating the success of the program,” 
the resolution states.

The resolution goes on to state that be-
cause of the draw of the successful athletic 
programs at the nontraditional schools, 

‘fundamentally unfair’

See BOARD / Pg 7A

Carteret County Board of Education members listen Tuesday as Assistant Superintendent Rich-
ard Paylor, on screen, reads a resolution regarding the board’s concerns about N.C. High School 
Athletic Association conference and playoff alignments. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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MOREHEAD CITY — Carteret 
County offi cials announced Tuesday 
that County Health Director 
Stephanie Cannon has resigned her 
post to accept “a position outside of 
the County that will further her career 
goals.”

According to the press release, Ms. 
Cannon gave her resignation Mon-
day, and her last day will be Thurs-
day, Feb. 11.

“Over the past 10 years, it has 
been my privilege to work alongside 
many dedicated professionals at 
the Health Department and Carteret 
County Government,” she said in a 
Tuesday email to the News-Times. 
“My time spent as Health Director 
has been busy, to say the least, but 
experience is the best teacher. Along 
the way, I made life-long friendships 
and will fondly remember my time 
here as I transition into another op-
portunity.

“We have a well-prepared leader-
ship team within the Health Depart-
ment and County Government, and 
I have no doubts in staff’s ability to 
maintain operations and manage the 
COVID response until a new Health 
Director is selected,” she continued.

Ms. Cannon has served as the 

health director since 
July 2018 and has 
overseen the county’s 
effort to control 
the impacts of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
since February 2020.

According to the 
press release, the 
county has started the 
hiring process for a 

new director. Those interested in the 
role have until Sunday, Feb. 7 to ap-
ply, according to the release.

Consolidated Health and Human 
Services Director Cindy Holman 
is working with the state to review 
options of an interim director as the 
county goes through the process of 
gathering and vetting applications, 
interviewing and hiring.

In the meantime, County Emer-
gency Management Director Stephen 
Rea will provide the emergency 
coordination and response to the 
pandemic.

Regarding Ms. Cannon, Ms. Hol-
man said, “I would like to commend 
the effort and the hard work Ms. 
Cannon has provided to the County. 
She is a great pleasure to work with 
and I wish her the best in her future 

Cannon resigns post as health director 

CANNON

STAFF REPORT
The Carteret County Health Department an-

nounced Monday it confi rmed reports of four resi-
dents who died from COVID-19 over the weekend, 
bringing the county’s total number of deaths from 
the virus to 31. 

County health offi cials said two of the residents 
who died were in their 60s and two were in their 
80s. All four residents reportedly had preexisting 
health conditions and died from complications as-
sociated with COVID-19.

The County Health Department Monday began 
administering COVID-19 vaccines to residents who 
are 75 years and older. All appointment slots for 
the current supply of vaccines have been fi lled, but 
individuals can request to be placed on the waiting 
list by fi lling out the form at carteretcountync.gov/
Vaccine. Once the form is completed and submit-
ted, the request will be added to the list to receive 
a call from the health department once a vaccina-
tion appointment is available.

Eligible residents can also call to be placed on 
the waiting list at the health department by calling 
252-728-8550, option 2, or Carteret Health Care 
in Morehead City at 252-499-6185.

In addition to the four deaths reported Monday, 
offi cials reported 81 additional confi rmed cases.

County reports 4 COVID-19 
deaths over weekend

See CANNON / Pg 7A

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=14A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=9A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=60S&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=4a0c1fda-6ad4-514e-b881-0233d67d5da7

