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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Firefighters remember 9/11
ATLANTIC BEACH
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POLL 
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

NEWPORT

PINE KNOLL SHORES

See Revenue  Page 2A

EMERALD ISLE

Carol Jones, Swansboro
Loma Lupton, Atlantic
Johnnie Waddell, Havelock
Carrie Thompson, Hubert
Shelba Spivey, Cary

Joseph Trevathan Sr., 
Maysville
John Taylor, Newport
Allen Woodard, Beaufort
Heidi Guiendon, Otway
Earl Wade III, Beaufort
Frank Simunek, Beaufort

Detectives with the 
Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce Criminal Investi-
gations Division arrested 
a Carteret County man 
Thursday on charges related 
to the sexual exploitation of 
minors.

The suspect, 
Leovigildo Angel, 
49, of Newport, is 
charged with three 
counts of third-de-
gree sexual exploi-
tation of a minor, 
according to a 
press release from 
the CCSO. 

Mr. Angel was arrested as the 
result of an undercover Internet 
Crimes Against Children Task 
Force investigation. Detectives 
from the sheriff’s offi ce and the 
task force began the investiga-
tion after discovering the sus-
pect was allegedly in possession 
of and sharing images of child 
sexual exploitation online.

The investigation resulted in 
the execution of a search war-
rant at a residence in Dutch 
Treat Mobile Home Park Thurs-
day morning. Detectives took 
Mr. Angel into custody at his 
residence and equipment alleg-
edly used to facilitate the crime 
was seized as evidence.

Mr.  Angel is currently in the 
Carteret County jail in Beau-
fort under a $300,000 secured 
bond. He was scheduled to 
appear in a Carteret County 
courtroom Friday.

Newport man arrested 
on child pornography 
charges

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Occupancy tax revenue for July 
“blew away” the previous one-month 
record, Carteret County Shore Protec-
tion Offi ce Manager Greg Rudolph said 
Tuesday.

Collections for the month totaled 
$2.41 million, only the second time in 
history the tax has generated more than 
$2 million in a single month. The previ-
ous record was $2.02 million in July 
2017, long before anyone had ever heard 
of the novel coronavirus pandemic, 
which many people thought would limit 
tourism this summer.

“What we think is that with the virus 
going on, many people who 

would normally get on a 
plane and fl y somewhere 
for a vacation in the sum-
mer ‘discovered’ Bogue 
Banks,” Mr. Rudolph 
said.

In addition, more 
people are working 
remotely because of virus 

safety restrictions, and with computers 
and internet service, they can work from 
anywhere, including the beach.

“We started July down 9 percent in 
collections for the year,” largely because 
the virus and an associated stay-at-home 
order by Gov. Roy Cooper limited visi-
tation in the spring, Mr. Rudolph said. 
“But now we’re up by 9 percent.”

That’s an astonishing change since his 
offi ce generally expects a year-to-year 
increase of only about 3 to 4%.

The occupancy tax is 6% of gross re-
ceipts derived from any room, lodging, 
campsite or accommodation furnished 
by any hotel, motel, inn, condominium, 
cottage, campground or rental agency. 
It’s always a crucial number for Mr. 
Rudolph, because the county’s beach 
nourishment fund gets half the proceeds. 

It might be even more important this 
year because the county in the spring 
fi nished a $28.2 million nourishment 
project and is scheduled to start a $33.2 
million project late this year or early 
next year.
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July breaks all-time occupancy tax revenue record

Visitors enjoy the Labor Day holiday Monday in Atlantic 
Beach, with Carteret County offi cials reporting a busy 
three-day weekend. (Cheryl Burke photo)

ANGEL

Authorities are investigating 
a shooting that left one man 
injured Wednesday. 

According to a release from 
the Carteret County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, a caller reported a 
shooting Wednesday afternoon 
on East Hedrick Drive in More-
head City. Offi cials said they 
arrived at the scene to fi nd one 
man had been shot. 

He was transported to 
Carteret Health Care in More-
head City and was later airlifted 
to Vidant Health in Greenville. 

The CCSO Criminal Investi-
gations Division is investigating 
the incident, and in the release 
the department said there is no 
threat to the public. 

The sheriff’s offi ce could not 
provide an update on the case 
by presstime.

MOREHEAD CITY

Man injured in shooting 
Wednesday in Morehead

NC Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores reopens Monday 
MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

North Carolina’s marine life 
will once again be on display 
for visitors starting Monday. 

The North Carolina Aquari-
ums announced Sept. 4 that all 
three of their branches will reopen to 
the public Monday, including the 
facility in Pine Knoll Shores. The aquariums 
have been closed to the public since March 17 due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

As the aquariums prepare to reopen, aquarium of-
fi cials announced there will be occupancy restrictions. 
According to the aquariums’ website, tickets 
will be available for online purchase 
only. Aquarium membership holders 
may reserve tickets online, and limited 
tickets will be available. The build-
ing capacity at the aquariums will be 
reduced to 50%. Face coverings will be 
required for guests and staff, and traffi c fl ow 
through the aquariums will be one way. 

Pine Knoll Shores Aquarium Director Liz 
Baird said it’s hard to believe they’ve been closed for 
about fi ve months. 

“I cannot wait to get guests back,” Ms. Baird said. 
“I’m very excited to reopen.” 

Pine Knoll Shores Aquarium Public Relations Co-
ordinator Danielle Bolton said they announced their 
upcoming reopening on social media. 

“That post has done quite well,” she said. “We’ve 
missed our visitors and it appears they’ve missed us 
too. We’re excited to welcome people back.” 

Ms. Bolton said some aquarium members have 
expressed concern about what the closure may have 
meant for their memberships. However, Ms. Bolton 
stressed that standing members will have their mem-
berships extended for the duration of the closure. She 
also said they’ll be continuing to honor the agreement 
allowing N.C. Zoo members free admission, though, 
like aquarium members, they’ll need to register online 
for tickets. 

“There’s a limited number of people allowed in the 
aquarium,” Ms. Bolton said. “The time ticketing 
will allow us to control how many people are in 
the aquarium.” 

While the aquarium has been closed to the 
public, staff hasn’t been sitting idly by since 
mid-March. Ms. Bolton said they’ve been us-
ing the time to do some remodeling, painting 
and powerwashing. 

“We’ve been keeping busy caring for over 5,000 
animals and nearly 250 species,” she said. “Our last 
remodeling was in 2006. Since then, we haven’t had 
a day we were closed to the public and staff was al-

lowed on site.” 
Staff has also continued to engage with the public 

remotely during the pandemic. Aquarium staff has 
been conducting a variety of online programs, such as 
Whale of a Workout, where participants learn about the 
movements of a variety of marine animals 
and incorporate them into a workout based 
on those movements and Private Virtual 
Animal Cameos, where participants get 
to see animal ambassadors in virtual 
cameos and ask questions of experts 

on the 
aquari-

um staff. 
Ms. 

Bolton said 
while visitors 

will be allowed 
back in the aquar-

ium starting next week, 
online programs will continue. 

She also said the pandemic has had a fi nancial effect 
on the aquarium, but it will endure. 

“This was our largest season it was closed,” Ms. 
Bolton said. “We don’t know the full impact just yet, 
but we’re confi dent we’ll keep working through it. We 
appreciate the support shown by the community and 
our members.” 

Contact Mike Shutak at 252-723-7353, email 
mike@thenewstimes.com; or follow on Twitter at 
@mikesccnt.
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