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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar
Frank Stroud, Morehead City

Gregory Tootle, Morehead City
Debra Brooks, Harkers Island

Landon Willis, Beaufort
Joshua Guiendon, Beaufort
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Community honors Bottoms

Beaufort Mayor Rett Newton, right, reads a proc-
lamation Tuesday recognizing Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms, left, for his dedication to education and 
the community during a reception for Mr. Bottoms 
in the school system’s central office in Beaufort. 
(Cheryl Burke photo)

Festive feast
Chef Anthony Garnett, left, holds fresh, local seafood Thursday at Blue Ocean Market in Morehead City, where holiday recipes, 

apparel and stocking stuffers are available. (Dylan Ray photo)
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FRESH TERMS
Walker exits, new members seated 3 EI incumbents

sworn in Tuesday

Morehead City Mayor Jerry Jones, right, presents outgoing Councilman 
Harvey Walker a plaque in recognition for his eight years of service on the 
city council. (Elise Clouser photo)

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE 
— The westernmost town 
on Bogue Banks swore 
in three reelected com-
missioners Tuesday night 
during the board’s month-
ly meeting in town hall off 
Highway 58.

Steve Finch, Floyd 
Messer and Jim Normile 
took the oath of office 
from Town Clerk Rhonda 
Ferebee in a brief cer-
emony.

Mr. Finch, who now 
begins his second term, led 
the balloting in the Nov. 5 
election with 573 votes and 
won a four-year term.

Mr. Messer, entering his 
19th year in office, finished 
with 568 votes and won a four-
year term.  Commissioners 
Tuesday night reelected him 
mayor pro-tem, as well.

Mr. Normile, who was 
appointed to his seat to 
replace the late Nita Hedreen 
in 2014 and won a two-
year term in the 2017 elec-
tion, finished with 529 votes 
in November. He’ll serve 
another two-year term.

Mayor Eddie Barber 
thanked all the incumbents 
for their years of service and 
congratulated them for their 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — The city 
council meeting Tuesday evening 
marked a change of guard for the five-
member board, with new Councilman 
David Horton taking an oath of office 
to replace Harvey Walker.

Incumbent council members Bill 
Taylor and Diane Warrender also took 
their oaths of office Tuesday to con-
tinue serving on the council. They have 
both served eight years apiece and each 
is entering a third four-year term. 

Mr. Walker, who served eight 
years on the council, was defeated 
in November’s municipal election by 
Mr. Horton, the top vote-getter in the 
Morehead City race, Mr. Taylor and 
Ms. Warrender. Mr. Horton previously 
served on the city council from 2003-
11.

Mayor Jerry Jones recognized the 
outgoing councilman for his service to 
Morehead City with a resolution in Mr. 
Walker’s honor. The mayor presented 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Local officials and com-
munity and business leaders 
gathered at the Crystal Coast 
Civic Center Tuesday for a 
luncheon hosted by the County 
Economic Development 
Department to get a glimpse 
into the 2020 economic fore-
cast.

Speakers at the luncheon 
reported overall, the economic 
future looks bright for east-
ern North Carolina. Like the 
nation as a whole, the state’s 
economy has been growing 
steadily over the past decade 
since the Great Recession, and 

See 2020 / Page 4A
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BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Officials, 
school employees, community 
members and former students 
filled the school system’s cen-
tral office Tuesday to honor 
retiring Superintendent Mat 
Bottoms during a reception.

More than 200 people 
waited to speak to the popu-
lar superintendent, who offi-
cially ends his 39-year career, 
two-and-a-half years at the 
schools’ top position, Tuesday, 
Dec. 31.

While there was no men-
tion of the reason for his retire-
ment during the reception, Mr. 
Bottoms previously cited the 
political climate locally and at 
the state level as factors in his 
decision.

Tuesday, as Board of 

Education Chairman John 
McLean and board members 
presented gifts to Mr. Bottoms 
during a brief presentation, 
there was no talk of that, how-
ever.

“This (large crowd) is a 
testament to what you have 
done for our county. You too, 
Gail,” Mr. McLean said to Mr. 
Bottoms’ wife. 

“Thank you for all of the 
hard work and dedication,” 
former BOE member June 
Fulcher said, sharing memo-
ries of how Mr. Bottoms got 
the board through difficult 
times during her tenure.

“I can personally thank you 
for being the wind beneath 
our wings,” Ms. Fulcher said.

Beaufort Mayor Rett 
Newton, on behalf of Beaufort 
commissioners and the town, 

read an official proclamation 
recognizing Mr. Bottoms for 
his accomplishments. The 
proclamation was also read 
Monday during the Beaufort 
town board meeting.

Part of the proclamation 
states, “He has been a key 
leader in the enormous suc-
cess of our school system; 
and whereas, Superintendent 
Bottoms demonstrated his 
superior leadership during 
numerous crises to include 
the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Florence and Dorian.”

The proclamation further 

cites Mr. Bottoms for being 
“on the front lines of identify-
ing the significant needs of 
students, faculty, staff and their 
families after the storms,” and 
“after fifteen million dollars 
of damage to Carteret County 
schools, he led the effort to 
get our students, faculty and 
staff back to work in only 15 
days.”

The proclamation further 
congratulated Mr. Bottoms 
for his success “as a teacher, 
principal and superintendent 
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For more images from the 
swearing-in ceremonies 

in Emerald Isle and 
Morehead City, see 

Page5A.
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