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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

BWCCS 
finally 
gets 
season 
under 
way

PELETIER

Ü 6A

Sunday 
July 5

Monday
July 6

Tuesday 
July 7

Wednesday 
July 8

Low 2:39 a.m. 3:27 a.m. 4:13 a.m. 4:57 a.m.
2:15 p.m. 3:04 p.m. 3:52 p.m. 4:39 p.m.

High 8:23 a.m. 9:13 a.m. 10:01 a.m. 10:49 a.m
8:52 p.m. 9:38 p.m. 10:23 p.m. 11:07 p.m.

POLL 
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
governor’s decision to re-
quire people to wear face 
coverings in public when 
it’s not possible to main-
tain physical distance?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Center has increase in 
accidental 911 calls

Carteret County Emergency 
Communications Director Bran-
dy Osborne said Wednesday 
the number of accidental 911 
calls the center received last 
weekend topped 300, double 
that of the same time last year.

She encouraged residents 
and visitors to avoid the ac-
cidental calls, but if they do 
mistakenly call 911, “Just stay 
on the line and let the dispatch-
er know you are OK,” she said. 
“You are not in trouble, but our 
main concern is that you are 
safe.”

MOREHEAD CITY

BEAUFORT

Beaufort adopts budget 
with 46-cent tax rate

Ü 2A

Town commissioners adopted 
a fi scal 2020-21 budget June 
25 that holds the current 46-
cent tax rate, though the board 
acknowledged it will mean an 
increase for many property 
owners. 

The budget follows the recent 
countywide property tax re-
valuation, which town staff said 
showed a “considerable in-
crease” over what offi cials had 
anticipated.

While the rate looks un-
changed on paper from fi scal 
2019-20, it will mean some 
residents pay more, according 
to commissioners. 

In his $13.215 million 2020-
21 proposal, Town Manager 
John Day offered a rate of 
40.68-cents per $100 in as-
sessed value. 

BEAUFORT

Ü 2A

MOREHEAD CITY

Faye Gilgo, Atlantic
Craig McClanahan, Morehead City
Arletha George, Jacksonville
Ronald Montgomery, Cape Carteret
Ruth Mottolo, Mill Creek
Ross Camorlinga, Morehead City
Jimmie Eady III, Morehead City
Phillip Gariba, Miami, Fla.
Beryl Feller, Grantsboro

Alana Honeycutt, Havelock
Ryan Moore, Newport
Fred Hannula, Pine Knoll Shores
Christabel Collins, Beaufort
Stephen Hewitt, Cary
Kenneth Shivar, Raleigh
Jerry Willis, Sanford
Beatrice Dixon, Newport

Downtown earns Main 
Street accreditation

For the third straight year, 
Downtown Morehead City Inc. 
is an Accredited Main Street 
America program, putting it 
among a nationwide network 
of communities that have 
demonstrated a commitment to 
neighborhood revitalization.    

Main Street America focuses 
on what it calls preservation-
based economic development 
and community revitalization. 
Accreditation is the program’s 
top tier of recognition, with 860 
communities holding the desig-
nation nationwide. 

“It is really exciting. It’s quite 
a big deal to be accredited,” 
Downtown Morehead City Inc. 
Executive Director Lisa Rueh 
told the News-Times in an inter-
view last week. 

Ü 5A

EMERALD ISLE

PINE KNOLL SHORES

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The Carteret 
County Board of Education 
unanimously approved a $2.95 
million fi nal budget revision 
Tuesday for 2019-20 to close 
out the fi scal year, which ended 
that day.

The board also approved, 
by unanimous vote, a 2020-21 
interim budget resolution to con-
tinue operations because the Gen-
eral Assembly has not approved 
a 2020-21 budget. The new fi scal 
year began Wednesday.

“The adoption of an interim 
budget will allow for continued 
operations until a full 2020-21 
budget resolution can be pre-
pared and reviewed in advance 
of the board of education’s 
meeting following adoption of 
the state’s budget,” Finance Of-

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

The search for the next mayor is 
down to two candidates, and former 
Commissioner John Brodman has the 
mayoral committee’s recommenda-
tion. 

The committee met Monday and 
Thursday in the town hall board-
room to interview candidates. Acting 
Mayor Clark Edwards, Mr. Brodman 
and Robert Cox were interviewed 
Monday, and Thursday, the commit-
tee announced candidate Alex Smith, 
who was scheduled for interview 
that day, had withdrawn, as had Mr. 
Edwards. 

After a brief discussion, com-
missioners Bill Knecht and Alicia 
Durham, who make up the mayoral 
committee, agreed by general con-
sensus to recommend Mr. Brodman 
to the full board at the next regular 
meeting Wednesday.

Mr. Knecht stressed the commit-
tee’s choice is only a recommenda-
tion. The full board will make the 
fi nal decision of who to appoint as 
mayor to complete the term of Ken 
Jones, who died May 14 while in 
offi ce. The board’s chosen candidate 
could be sworn in at Wednesday’s 
meeting.

“All the candidates did great,” Ms. 
Durham said. “I don’t think we can 
go wrong.”

Ms. Durham said she recom-
mended Mr. Brodman because he has 
previous experience serving on the 
board of commissioners.  Mr. Knecht 
agreed, saying Mr. Broadman also 
had the broadest background of the 
three candidates they interviewed 
Monday. 

“All three are good candidates,” 
Mr. Knecht said, “but John seems 
the best consensus-builder. Robert 
is a good candidate, but he’s a more 
controversial fi gure in town.” 

During the interviews Monday, 
Mr. Brodman said the circumstances 
of the mayoral search are “unusual.”

“Nevertheless, someone needs to 
step up,” he said. “I intend to run for 
election in 2021. Civil service is a 
noble occupation. None of us do it 
for the money. I do it for the personal 
satisfaction.” 

Mr. Cox agreed with Mr. Brod-
man, saying the circumstances are 
“not a way someone would want to 
become mayor.” 

“I thought of Ken as a friend,” Mr. 
Cox said. “My reason for wanting to 
be mayor is some people feel called 
to serve. Some people want Pine 
Knoll Shores to maintain what it has. 
I want to be part of maintaining Pine 
Knoll Shores as we have it.” 

When asked what he thought a 
mayor’s primary responsibilities and 
duties should be, Mr. Brodman said 
he thinks Pine Knoll Shores’ mayor 
is “a leader of the town.” 

“I think it’s important the mayor 
shows leadership by promoting 
consensus,” he said. “I think it’s im-
portant he be a good communicator...
and serve as a representative to other 
local and state agencies...and act as a 
cheerleader for promoting the quality 
of life in Pine Knoll Shores.” 

Mr. Cox said he thinks one of the 
main responsibilities of the mayor 
is the safety and well-being of the 
residents, as well as representing the 
town “in whatever form that may 
be.” 

“The role of the mayor is to run 
the monthly board of commissioners 
meeting...providing an opportunity 
to hear people’s concerns,” he said. 
“Having someone who can support 
(Town Manager) Brian (Kramer) 
and the board of commissioners as a 
communicator is important.” 

School board approves $2.95M
interim budget, final revision

In other board action
u Approved the second reading and fi nal adoption of policy revi-
sions related to remote participation in board meetings and distri-
bution and display of non-school materials.
u Met in closed session regarding a confi dential personnel matter. 
No action was taken in open session.
Under the consent agenda, the board:
u Approved a revised 2020-21 academic calendar for the Marine 
Science and Technologies Early College High School that adds 
remote learning days required by the N.C. Department of Public 
Instruction.
u Endorsed Title I, III and IV federal programs grants submissions.
u Approved honors courses in elements of composition, fi lm litera-
ture, leaders in training and naval sciences I-IV.
u Approved student transfers.

fi cer Kathy Carswell said dur-
ing the meeting in the school 
system’s central offi ce on Safrit 
Drive.

Due to novel coronavi-
rus safety procedures of not 
congregating in a group larger 
than 10 people, the meeting 

was streamed for the public and 
media via YouTube.

Ms. Carswell said the 2019-
20 budget revision includes 
$2.03 million in state funds, 
$205,000 in local funds, $5,069 
in federal funds and $709,813 
in capital funds.

Committee 
recommends 
Brodman as 
next mayor

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Sea turtle nesting season 
has reportedly rebounded to 
a good level after a slow start 
this year in the westernmost 
town on Bogue Banks.

As of midday Thursday, 
there have been 10 nests spot-
ted on the beach in Emerald 
Isle, up from zero in late May. 
All have been loggerheads.

“I’m pleased with where 
we are now,” said Dale 
Baquer, head of Emerald 
Isle’s volunteer sea turtle 
team. “I think now it should 
be a good season.”

In 2016, when there were 
a record 52 nests in Emerald 
Isle during the season, there 
were 20 as of July 1. In 2017, 
an average year, there were 
four by July 1, and in 2018, 
there were fi ve nests at that 
time. Last summer, by July 1, 
Emerald Isle had 20 nests and 
ended with 43.

Ms. Baquer is concerned, 
however, that with heavy 
travel over the Fourth of July 
and the rest of the summer, 
some visitors might not be 
aware of the need 
to help turtles 
come to the 
shore to 

nest.
Already, she said, there 

have been problems with 
people on the beach digging 
big holes and leaving them 
unfi lled – the turtles can get 
trapped in them – and leav-
ing equipment on the beach 
overnight, which can impede 
the turtles’ nocturnal progress 
to and from the ocean.

“It seems to be a problem 
this year,” she said. “We’ve 
seen a lot of holes and a lot of 
equipment.”

Ms. Baquer said the turtle 
team members get a lot of 
calls about how people can 
help, and she’s encouraging 
fi lling holes and collecting 
litter.

“We had to cancel our an-
nual cleanup because of (the 
novel coronavirus), because 
of big gatherings being pro-
hibited, but we’re encourag-
ing families to get out and do 
it” in small groups, she said.

It’s a teachable family mo-
ment, as parents can take their 
kids out to help do the work 
and explain they are helping 
turtles, which are a big part of 
the coastal environment and 

wildlife, she noted.
So far in North 
Carolina, 

state fi gures show that as of 
Wednesday, 640 sea turtle 
nests have been spotted on the 
beaches. Six were at Atlantic 
Beach, six in Indian Beach/
Salter Path and six in Pine 
Knoll Shores. At Hammock’s 
Beach State Park, across 
Bogue Inlet from Emerald Isle 
in Onslow County, there were 
seven nets.

The N.C. Wildlife Resourc-
es Commission also urges 
folks to help out by keeping 
beaches clean and shielding 
or turning off lights at night 
along the oceanfront.

“People on the beach after 
dark should refrain from using 
fl ashlights or cellphones,” the 
WRC said in a recent news 
release. “Bright, artifi cial light 
can deter females from com-
ing on to shore to nest and can 
disorient sea turtle hatchlings, 
causing them to wander in-
land, where they often die of 
dehydration or predation.”

EMERALD ISLE
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Sea turtle season picks up along Bogue Banks; 
Offi cials urge residents to keep beaches clean
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