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6:52p.m.

12:06a.m.
1:08p.m.
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6:11p.m.

---------
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5:30p.m.

11:44a.m.
11:28p.m.

Editorials .................14-15A
Sports ...................... 11-13A
Coastal Living .......1-3,6-7B
Puzzles ........................... 3B
Compass Points .........4-5B
Public Notices ................ 8B
Classified Ads ................ 9B

Sunday
Sunny

High: 61 
Low: 57

Rainy
High: 68 
Low: 61

Monday

Tuesday
Cloudy

High: 71 
Low: 50

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The 
competition is heating up 
for a Christmas cookie bat-
tle that will take place from 
6-8 p.m. Monday in the 
East Carteret High School 
cafeteria.

Students at three county 
high schools are busy bak-
ing and decorating cookies 
to enter and sell to public. 
Proceeds will be divided 
evenly between the schools 
to use for career and tech-
nical education clubs.

No entry fee is needed 
to attend the competition. 
However, those attending 
can bring nonperishable 
food to support the ECHS 
food pantry.

“We’re inviting people 
to come and watch the 

East Carteret High School senior Courtnay Greer decorates snowflake cookies 
Thursday as other students prepare cookies for the Christmas Cookie War competi-
tion that will be held between three county high schools Monday in the cafeteria of 
ECHS. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Students prep for cookie showdownTown secures
FEMA funds
EI receives $46.4M for beach

Board
votes
to align
districts
Draft bill headed
to legistlature

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — 
The town of Emerald Isle 
is one of the major bene-
factors of a recent Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency funding package. 

This is according to 
a Friday press release 
announcing a $54.9 mil-
lion reimbursement 
package to Emerald 
Isle and Holden Beach. 
Emerald Isle’s share totals 
$46,401,061. 

“I’m thrilled about it,” 
Emerald Isle Mayor Eddie 
Barber said. “Congressman 

(Greg) Murphy called me 
about it this morning to 
share the good news with 
me. I appreciate our sena-
tors and representatives 
working with us to help us 
get the money. It’s going 
to go a long way for beach 
renourishment and I’m just 
thrilled about it. It’s won-
derful news.” 

The funding package is 
earmarked as a repayment 
for funds already spent 
on beach nourishment to 
replenish beaches along 
the town’s strand following 
Hurricane Florence.  

“The funds include 

BY CHERYL BURKE
JACKIE STARKEY

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — After 
meeting in closed ses-
sion Tuesday, the County 
Board of Education 
unanimously approved in 
open session a resolution 
that aligns voting dis-
tricts for the school board 
and county commission 
races.

“In 2011, the districts 
for county commission-
ers were changed by 
the County Board of 
Commissioners to reflect 
population changes,” 
school board attorney 
Neil Whitford told the 
News-Times. The popu-
lation changes stemmed 
from the 2010 Census.  

“The school board is 
elected at large, so they 
opted to not redistrict,” he 
explained. “This resulted 
in differences between the 
county commission and 
school board districts.”

For years, the districts 
differed, until November 
2018, when the coun-
ty’s GIS department, in 
response to a work order 
request related to print-
ing maps for the County 
Board of Elections, 
changed the school board 
districts to align with 
those of the County Board 
of Commissioners. 

At their Wednesday 
morning meeting, elec-
tions board members said 
they were unaware at the 
time of the staff-level 
changes, calling them 
“improper.”

The problem was 
recently detected, accord-
ing to the elections board, 
during a state audit. 
Elections staff and the 
board estimate the issue 
affected roughly 7,500 
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RIGHT: Durham-
based portrait art-

ist Alix Fuerst, left, 
sketches Saturday 

as Ashlytn Marcom, 
right, and her father 

Brenton, both of 
Burlington, witness 

art in motion during 
Waterfowl Weekend 

at the Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum 

and Heritage Center 
on Harkers Island. 

BELOW: A work sample 
from Birdfield Decoys 

of Conway, S.C., is 
displayed at Harkers 

Island Elementary 
School during the 
32nd annual Core 

Sound Decoy Festival. 
(Dylan Ray photos)

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

HARKERS ISLAND 
— Decoy lovers from near 
and far traveled to Harkers 
Island for a weekend full 

of waterfowl.
The Core Sound 

Decoy Festival was 
held Saturday at 
Harkers Island 
Elementary School, 
while Waterfowl 
Weekend was held 
Friday and Saturday 
at the Core Sound 
Waterfowl Museum 

and Heritage Center. 
Both events continue 

Sunday.
For the past 32 years, the 

elementary school has filled 
with decoys and other water-

fowl activities as carvers 
come to share their craft. 

In the school’s caf-
eteria Saturday, a crowd 
watched as judges cri-

tiqued several rounds of float-
ing decoys. Judges were look-
ing for the lifelikeness of the 
bird and its floating ability. 

As well as the decoy compe-

tition, the festival featured sev-
eral exhibitors set up through-
out the school. Among them 
was Leaning Tree Game Calls 
out of Sampson County, featur-
ing the work of Alan Page.

Mr. Page brought along 
wood duck calls, turkey calls, 
deer calls, salt and pepper shak-
ers, a cheeseboard and all kinds 
of different crafts. He and his 
daughter Skye have been par-
ticipating in the decoy festival 
for many years.

“Dad started out doing 
decoys and carving in com-
petitions,” she said. “Then he 
started turning and doing duck 
calls, so he said he might as 
well buy a booth.”

Mr. Page said he enjoys 
mingling with the crowd and 
seeing people purchase his 
merchandise.

“It just feels like tradition at 
this point,” he said. His daugh-
ter agreed.

While people browsed 
through the items at his booth, 
Mr. Page demonstrated the dif-
ferent type of calls.

The wood duck call has a 
high-pitched frequency. The 

mallard call is loud, while the 
regular duck call sounds, well, 
a bit like you’d expect. 

Mr. Page made all of his 
calls and designed the art on 
the pieces, as well.

Another attendee at the 
event was this year’s featured 
carver, Dr. Stan Rule.

“It’s a real treat to be com-
plimented by the people you 
enjoy so much,” he said when 
asked about his thoughts on 
being this year’s featured carv-
er. “To have your friends want 
to honor you…it feels good.”

Dr. Rule said he brought 
along 80 carvings and the 
activity has become a hobby 
for him.

“I do 40 to 70 birds a year,” 
he said. “Shore birds are 30 to 
40 percent of what I do.”

Dr. Rule said he also carves 
decorative birds and hunting 
birds.

Russel Fish, one of the 
day’s competition winners, out 
of Chincoteague, Va., said he 
enjoys making working birds.

“I first carved for hunting, 
See Decoys / Page 5B

WATERFOWL WEEKEND

Decoys, local art 
lure crowds
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