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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Artists to be featured in exhibit
PINE KNOLL SHORES

Ü 8A

POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? CARTERET COUNTY

John Moffett Jr., Harkers Island
Helen Chappell, Beaufort
David Pennington, Morehead City
Beth Warren, Morehead City
Nancy Davis, Sea Level
Nancy Willis, Pascagoula, Miss.

Holly Rose, Beaufort
David Pittman, Morehead City
John Gooden Jr., Morehead City
Zella Brown, Newport
Johnny Styron, Cedar Island

CARTERET COUNTY

Two Morehead City fi shing 
tournaments wrapped up Sun-
day after a weekend threatened 
by unfavorable weather. 

Saturday fi shing was nixed for 
both the Morehead City Open 
and the 10th annual N.C. 
Troopers Association Fishing 
Tournament, but the awards 
ceremony on Sunday at Big 
Rock Landing was a cheerful 
one. 

The biggest check handed 
out went to Xcessive Risk, a 
$129,000 prize for fi rst place in 
the Morehead City Open with 
a 57.24-pound king mackerel 
reeled in on the fi rst day of 
fi shing. The Emerald Isle-based 
boat is captained by Athan 
Parker.

MOREHEAD CITY

Fishing tourneys brave 
rough weather 

Ü 6A

One western Carteret County 
town is applying to become a 
“Bee City USA,” thanks to ac-
tion from commissioners during 
their monthly session Monday 
via GoToMeeting.

The Cape Carteret Board of 
Commissioners voted 5-0 to 
authorize Town Manager Zach 
Steffey to proceed with the ap-
plication to the organization, 
which, according to its website, 
seeks to promote beekeeping 
and the creation and enhance-
ment of bee habitat on public 
and private lands in the face 
of worldwide declines in bee 
populations.

Town Commissioner Steve 
Martin, a former beekeeper, 
praised Mr. Steffey for bringing 
the idea to the board.

CEDAR POINT

Cape Carteret applies to 
become a ‘Bee City’

Ü 4A

See Sales tax  Page 3A

Wednesday 
Oct. 21

Thursday  
Oct. 22

Friday 
Oct. 23

Saturday 
Oct. 24

Sunday 
Oct. 25

Low 5:24 a.m. 6:24 a.m. 7:31 a.m. 8:44 a.m. 9:54 a.m.
6:36 p.m. 7:42 p.m. 8:50 p.m. 9:53 a.m. 10:47 p.m.

High 12:00 p.m 12:28 a.m. 1:35 a.m. 2:47 a.m. 3:54 a.m.

-------- 1:03 p.m. 2:10 p.m. 3:17 p.m. 4:19 p.m.

STAFF REPORT
Narcotics detectives 

with the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce and More-
head City Police Depart-
ment executed a search 
warrant at a Newport resi-
dence Thursday that led 
to the seizure of metham-
phetamine and heroin and 
resulted in three arrests.

In a news release 
Monday, the CCSO said 
during the search of 297 
Community Road, New-
port, detectives seized 630 
grams of meth, 214 grams 
of heroin, 10 grams of 
marijuana, around $20,000 
in cash and one handgun.

Marvin Elroy Powers 
Jr., 35, and Gary Lavelle 
Henderson Jr., 30, both of 
Newport, were arrested and 
charged with numerous 
drug offenses. Cameron 
Nicole Smith, 33, was also 
arrested for possession with 
the intent to manufacture, 
sell and deliver metham-
phetamine and was released 
on a $10,000 bond.

Mr. Powers was 
charged with nine counts 

of traffi cking in metham-
phetamine, eight counts 
of traffi cking opium or 
heroin and one count each 
of possession with intent 
to manufacture, sell and 
deliver a schedule VI con-
trolled substance, main-
taining a dwelling for the 
use or sale of a controlled 
substance and possession 
of a fi rearm by a felon. He 
was taken to the Carteret 
County jail in Beaufort 
and placed under a $1 mil-
lion secured bond.

Mr. Henderson was 
charged with one count 
each of traffi cking opium 
or heroin and possession 
with the intent to manu-
facture, sell and deliver 
methamphetamine. He 
was also taken to the 
Carteret County jail and 
placed under a $75,000 
secured bond. 

The CCSO asks anyone 
with information con-
cerning the suspected 
sale and/or use of illegal 
drugs to contact local law 
enforcement agency or the 
sheriff’s offi ce. 

STAFF REPORT
The county reported a 12th 

COVID-19 death Monday as the 
number of confi rmed cases increased 
by 34 since Friday.  

In a news release, the Carteret 
County Health Department an-
nounced the individual died Fri-
day from complications related to 
COVID-19. The patient was in their 
50s and reportedly had preexisting 
health conditions. To protect the 
family’s privacy, the health depart-
ment said no further information 
about the deceased individual would 
be released.

“The Health Department sends 
our condolences to the family and 
loved ones of this resident,” County 
Health Director Stephanie Cannon 
said Monday in the release.

The latest death is the sixth to 
occur in Carteret County in less 
than a month. 

Amid the recent 
spike in COVID-19 
cases and deaths, 
the health de-
partment urges 
residents to follow 
the three Ws as a 
prevention measure to 
help slow the spread of the 
coronavirus. Those are 
wearing a mask, waiting 

at least 6 feet away from others and 
washing your hands frequently. 

The health department encourages 
people to visit the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention website 
at cdc.gov for information about 
how to properly wear and select a 
face mask and for other guidelines. 

The additional cases reported 
Monday bring the county’s total to 
1,160 confi rmed COVID-19 cases 
since the onset of the pandemic. Of 
those, 192 cases are considered ac-
tive and 965 people have recovered 
from the disease caused by the novel 
coronavirus. Health providers have 
reportedly conducted 11,657 known 
COVID-19 tests, with 177 pending 
results Monday. 

BEAUFORT

Search warrant leads 
to arrests in drug bust

 3rd time 

Carteret County reports 12th 
COVID-19 death Monday; cases up

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

As early voting in the 2020 General 
Election continues across North Carolina, 
Carteret County voters will notice a referen-
dum question on the ballot asking whether 
they support a local quarter-cent sales tax 
increase.

This is the third time in recent elections 
county commissioners have put the ques-
tion of a sales tax increase up to the voters. 
A similar measure appeared on the ballot 
in the November 2016 and November 2014 
general elections, but it failed both times.

The referendum question appears on the 
ballot as follows: “Local sales and use tax 
at the rate of one-quarter percent (0.25%) 
in addition to all other State and local sales 
and use taxes.” Voters may choose either 
“for” or “against” the referendum, and it 
passes if a simple majority of voters select 
“for.”

If the referendum passes, the local sales 
tax would be raised a quarter of a percent, 
from 6.75% to 7%. The state’s base sales 
tax rate is 4.75% and the current local rate 
adds an additional 2%. Roughly half of all 
counties in North Carolina have a sales tax 
rate of 7% or higher, according to data from 
the N.C. Department of Revenue.  

The County Board of Commissioners, 
which voted earlier this year to place the 
question on the Tuesday, Nov. 3 ballot, has 
expressed support for the measure. State 
statute prevents the board from specifi cally 
obligating how to use revenue generated 
by the tax increase, but commissioners 
have said they wish to use it for waterways 
management and debt obligation for public 
schools. 

A local group, the Carteret Citizens 
Advocating Responsible Spending, was 
formed to help promote the sales tax ref-
erendum, as well as a $42 million school 

bond referendum that appears concurrently. 
Though the two measures are not directly 
related, commissioners have said they 
hope to use some of the additional revenue 
generated by the sales tax increase to help 
fund projects outlined by the school bond 
proposal.

As for waterway management, the 
county hopes to establish a waterways fund 
that can be used to help with dredging and 
other projects for maintaining local waters. 

County Manager Tommy Burns previ-
ously estimated the sales tax increase 
could generate an additional $3.6 million 
in revenue annually. In addition, County 
Finance Director Dee Meshaw has said 
approximately 50% of sales tax revenue is 
generated by non-county residents, which 
proponents of the referendum say is a po-
tential benefi t of the tax.

“We’ve done a tremendous job with 

Voterstodecidequarter-centsalestaxquestioninNov.

Charm?
Is the

$3.6m
Amount estimated the tax increase 

could generate in additional revenue 
annually.50%

Approximate amount of sales tax 
revenue County Finance Director 

Dee Meshaw says  is generated by 
non-county residents4.75%

Rate of state’s base sales tax and the 
current local rate adds an additional 2%

by the numbers

the
sales tax increase appeared on the ballot in 2016, 2014 but it failed both times
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