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T deland News

Humphrey Farms will 
host a corn hole tournament 
to benefit the Swansboro 
High School baseball team.

Jen Hall, one of the event 
organizers, said the team 
needs funds to replace equip-
ment lost during Hurricane 
Florence.

“Humphrey Farms is 
working with us to do a 
fundraiser on May 11,” Hall 
said. “We are hosting a corn 
hole tournament and all pro-
ceeds are going directly to 
the Swansboro High School 
baseball team,”

The first toss in the two-
man, double-elimination 
tournament is planned for 11 
a.m. There will be prizes for 
the top three teams. The cost 
is $30 per team, and there 
will be food and drink avail-
able, as well as a raffle for 
donated prizes.

Hall also said that during 
the event, the school’s old 
baseball jerseys – some dat-
ing back as far as 1995 – will 
be on sale.

For information call (808) 
321-6190.

By Jimmy Williams

Earth Day 2019 was special at Hammocks 
Beach State Park. Rangers, park staff and sup-
porters gathered on the visitor center’s water-
front deck to celebrate the park becoming part 
of the Monarch Highway.

The park is also part of Monarch Watch and 
waystation registry, which allows for the col-
lection of data on the monarch butterfly. 

In her comments at the brief ceremony on 

Monday, April 22, at 4 p.m., Ranger Renee 
Evans – the effort’s lead organizer – dedicated 
the gardens that will provide the monarch but-
terfly a place to rest and refresh on its annual 
journey.

In addition to the free-standing and hang-
ing planters full of native plants and flowers, 
the grounds of the state park in Swansboro 
have also been planted with vegetation needed 

Park joins effort 

to assist monarch
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Weekend Weather
There is a chance of 

rain on Saturday and 
Sunday with highs in the 
low-80s and lows in the 
mid-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Cameron Boone, a stu-
dent in Kristy Spencer’s 
first grade at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Brian Powell

Exurban sprawl across North 
Carolina is locking in unhealthy 
commutes and dangerous lev-
els of carbon emissions for 
decades, according to the 2019 
State of the Environment report 
produced by N.C. Conservation 
Network. The report also high-
lights a dire need for storm 
resiliency measures in eastern 
North Carolina and shines a 
spotlight on racial disparities 
in a wide variety of measures 
across the state.

The 2019 State of the 
Environment is an ambitious 
and pioneering evaluation of 
the systems responsible for 
the health of North Carolina’s 
people and natural environment. 
It tracks and analyzes over 115 
data sets that capture various 
dimensions of well being for 
North Carolina’s communities 
and ecosystems. Indicators are 
grouped and assessed in six 

categories: Land and Water, Our 
People, Our Social Fabric, Our 
Economy, Infrastructure, and 
Energy and Waste.

“A healthy environment sus-
tains and depends on a steady 
economy, strong civil institu-
tions, and healthy citizens,” said 
NCCN policy director Grady 
McCallie. “This year we found 
positive trends in community 
spirit and North Carolina’s 
economy, but troubling trends 
in public health and in patterns 
of development.”

A statewide poll conducted 
for the State of the Environment 
found that North Carolinians 
feel a strong sense of com-
munity – 83 percent of North 
Carolinians feel very or some-
what connected to their commu-
nity while only 16 percent feel 
somewhat or very disconnected.

The report highlights three 
areas for more attention from 
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Mayor John Davis has 
proclaimed Thursday, May 2, 
as National Day of Prayer in 
Swansboro.

The proclamation was issued 
on Monday, April 29.

First celebrated in 1775, 
the theme of this year’s Day of 
Prayer is “Love One Another,” 
according to the proclamation.

(See CONCERNS, page �)
(See GARDEN, page �)

Ranger Renee Evans shares infor-
mation on the Monarch Highway proj-
ect during the dedication on Earth Day 

at Hammocks Beach State Park. Ju-
nior Rangers are seated at right. (Wil-
liams photo)

The Shadow Players, from left, standing, Alexandria McCormick 
(aka Andrea Bordeaux), Lauren Bridgers (aka Maggie Roberts) and 
Cherylyn Lambeth (aka Caitlin Murrell), pin down fellow player Steve 
Whetzel (aka Mantise Sevall) during Pirate Fest 2019 in downtown 
Swansboro on Saturday, April 27. In addition to his role with the 
Shadow Players, Whetzel portrays the pirate at East Carolina Univer-

sity home football games. In the background, the pirate band Motley 
Tones performs on the Olde Towne Square stage. Officials estimate 
about 3,000 folks turned out for the daylong event that featured all 
things “pirate,” including sword fighting, a scavenger hunt, ships, en-
campments and weapon demonstrations. Swansboro and Onslow 
County parks and recreation departments sposored. (Rulon photo)

A pinned-down pirate at Pirate Fest 2019

By Jimmy Williams

When she went to the podium at the 
beginning of the April 23 Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners meeting, Angie 
Cooper was upbeat. At the end of the 
meeting, she expressed disappointment.

In her opening comments, though 
she was to address the commissioners 
in the front of the room, she wanted to 
make sure that the dozens of folks in the 
auditorium behind her were aware of 
the request slated to come up later in the 
meeting. Specifically, Cooper and other 

folks in the community are planning a 
fundraiser June 15 to benefit Madeleine 
Hobbs.

Hobbs is a Swansboro High School 
graduate who returned to the com-
munity after graduation from East 
Carolina University. She was teaching 

at Swansboro Middle School when she 
was badly injured in a vehicle crash on 
Dec. 13. (See related item.)

With all the time Hobbs has spent in 
the hospital, the medical bills are huge, 

Panel vote disappoints organizers

(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)
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