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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Edith Pratt, Beaufort
Anna Myers, Swansboro
Joseph Chadwick, Wilson
Denise Gorgone, Beaufort
Albert Ehresman, Newport
Linda Salter, Swansboro
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Dorothy Benjamin, Emerald Isle
Russell Rosso, Atlantic Beach
Kelly Cohen, Morehead City
Ronald Slaughter, Newport
William Chilton, Harkers Island
Madeleine Filan, Pine Knoll Shores

Property revaluation hearing set ELECTION 2019
Find profiles of the 

candidates in the Pine 
Knoll Shores municipal 

election, 
Pages 6-7A

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — It’s still unclear 
if the county’s collective tax valu-
ation will increase or decrease in 
January 2020. 

This is according to County Tax 
Administrator Sarah Davis who, 
at county commissioners’ Monday 

meeting at the administration 
building on Court House Square, 
formally announced the schedule 
of values is available to the public. 

“It’s currently available to 
(county commissioners) and also 
available to the public to come 
(to the tax office) to review or 
request an electronic copy,” Ms. 
Davis said, later adding, “it’s still a 

little early for us to determine what 
the values are doing, but we have 
moved on to the final stage.” 

The tax administrator’s office is 
located at 302 Court House Square 
on the first floor of the administra-
tion building. 

“The schedule of values is just 
a guide that we use in the revalu-
ation process,” Ms. Davis said, 

adding that the schedule will not 
give residents an exact rate. “It’s 
one piece of it.” 

Originally scheduled for 
2018, the property revaluation 
was moved to 2020 because 
of Hurricane Florence. At the 
time, the county’s former tax 

Recovery continues
Kirkland Smith with Task Contracting of Swansboro carefully navigates the decking during renovations at the 

Conch’s Point public area on Bay Street in Morehead City Tuesday. It sustained damage during Hurricane Florence in 
September 2018. The work will continue on the 11th Street pier afterward. (Dylan Ray photo) 

Bogue board delays ‘dark sky’ ordinance
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE — Councilmen 
Monday night turned down, for 
now, an offer by the Eastern 
Carolina Council of Governments 
to write the town an ordinance 
that over time could reduce light 
pollution.

The decision, without an offi-
cial vote, came during the panel’s 
monthly meeting in town hall off 
Chimney Branch Road.

“I’m not saying no, just that 
we need to think about,” Mayor 
Ricky Taylor told ECCOG 
Regional Planning Director Chad 
Davis, who made a presentation 
to the council about a so-called 
“dark sky” ordinance.

The ECCOG planner also 
made a presentation in the after-
noon to anyone who wanted to 
attend, a session that drew some 
interest from outside the town.

Basically, Mr. Davis said, he 

would write the town a ordinance 
which, if enacted, would grand-
father existing lights, including 
streetlights and signs, but would 
require new lights to be certified 
by the International Dark-Sky 
Association.

The IDSA has been pushing 
dark sky ordinances for years, 
first as a means of reducing light-
ing that makes it hard for people, 
including astronomers, to see 
stars at night, but also because 

studies have shown bright light in 
the sky can disrupt sleep patterns 
of people and wildlife. 

It’s also of concern to the mili-
tary, and ECCOG has a contract 
with the U.S. Marine Corps to 
work on dark sky ordinances with 
local governments near Bogue 
Field, an auxiliary landing strip 
for Marine Corps Air Station 
Cherry Point. The military likes 
dark sky ordinances because the 

County students
explore options
at College Night

Animal shelter scores $70K grant

US Senate 
candidate
swings into
Morehead
Talks health care,
term limits, more

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — A political upstart 
is hoping his trip to all 100 counties will bring 
him a primary win in the state’s 2020 senate 
race. 

Raleigh resident Dr. Atul 
Goel, 59, has spent the last 
several weeks campaigning in 
counties throughout the state. 
A Democrat, Dr. Goel paid a 
visit to Carteret County early 
Saturday morning. 

“Coming (to Carteret 
County) you have to go through 
small roads and you get a 
chance to see North Carolina,” 
Dr. Goel said. “It was a very 
pleasant drive because I got to 

see more of North Carolina.” 
Dr. Goel said his planned trip to all 100 coun-

ties serves two purposes. One is to bridge the 
gap between himself and voter, while the other 

GOEL

is to learn more about issues that might not be 
on his radar. He used a recent talk with a con-
stituent about domestic violence as an example. 

“It would never have crossed my mind in 
this day and age (that) this would be an issue,” 
Dr. Goel said. “I was kind of embarrassed, I 
felt like this was an issue I should (have known 
about) but I didn’t. But, now that I know, it’s on 
my radar.” 

An immigrant from India, Dr. Goel spent 
much of his childhood in upstate New York. 
As a young adult, he spent time in the armed 
forces, first as a reservist and later in the U.S. 

Hounds stare out of kennels Tuesday at the Carteret County Humane Society 
Animal Shelter in Newport. The shelter received a grant to provide free vouchers to 
pet owners to have their animals spayed or neutered in hopes of cutting down on the 
number of unwanted pets turned in to the shelter. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — With stud-
ies showing North Carolina 
ranks fourth in the nation in 
the number of animals eutha-
nized at shelters, the Carteret 
County Humane Society 
hopes to put a small dent in 
that statistic thanks to a recent 
grant.

The County Humane 
Society Animal Shelter 
received a $70,000 grant 
from the Petco Foundation to 
provide free vouchers to pet 
owners to have their animals 
spayed and neutered.

“It’s called the Life Saving 
Grant and the main purpose 
is to get pets spayed and neu-
tered to cut down on the num-
ber of animals coming into 
the shelter and the number of 
animals euthanized. But we 
are also looking at using some 
of the funds to get a disaster 
trailer that would be equipped 

See Shelter / Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— East Carteret High School 
senior Sarah Williams is still 
deciding which college to 
attend when she graduates.

“I’m mostly looking at col-
leges with a good medical 
program. I’m interested in 
going into surgery or maybe 
the pharmacy part,” she said.

Ms. Williams and nearly 
200 other county high school 
students got a chance to learn 
about colleges Monday during 
College Night at the Crystal 
Coast Civic Center.

Representatives of 58 col-
leges and universities filled 
the civic center, providing a 
smorgasbord of opportuni-
ties for students to sample 
as they shopped for just the 

right college.
As well as college admis-

sions specialists, financial 
aid advisers were on hand to 
encourage students to start fill-
ing out their Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid, 
required to apply for financial 
aid.

Amy Denton, regional 
representative with College 
Foundation Inc. of North 
Carolina, said the event coin-
cides with this week being 
College Application Week, 
which is the week some 
colleges waive application 
fees for early registration 
options. It’s also in conjunc-
tion with October being N.C. 
Countdown to College, an 
annual campaign to support 

See College / Page 4A

See Bogue / Page 5ASee Senate / Page 4A

See Hearing / Page 4A

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4B&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=4717ca2f-e476-51f3-9e78-96453e6a136a

