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NYC-based firm acquires 
Transportation Impact

One month 
after Transporta-
tion Impact’s ac-
quisition by New 
York City-based 
equity fi rm The 
Jordan Company 
LLC, TI’s Chief 
Executive Offi cer 
Berkley Stafford 
said neither the 
fi rm nor its community-oriented 
culture are going anywhere but 
up.
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EMERALD ISLE

Lt. Gov. Forest visits area, 
donates to nonprofits

Lt. Gov. Dan Forest visited 
Carteret County Wednes-
day afternoon to thank and 
donate to nonprofits that 
are providing food to those 
needing assistance due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.
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MOREHEAD CITY

Band gathers virtually 
to raise school spirit

With the cancellation of fi eld 
trips and closure of school cam-
puses due to the novel corona-
virus pandemic, it’s been a long 
six weeks for students, including 
members of Carteret County’s 
high school bands.

In an effort to raise school 
spirit, band students from the 
three high schools joined at 2 
p.m. Thursday to go out on their 
house porches and play their 
schools’ fi ght songs.
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Levy Hardy Jr., South River

BEAUFORT

COASTAL LIVING
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Sunday 
April 26

Monday 
April 27

Tuesday 
April 28

Wednesday 
April 29

Low 4:41 a.m. 5:23 a.m. 6:09 a.m. 7:02 a.m.
4:17 p.m. 4:57 p.m. 5:44 p.m. 6:39 p.m.

High 10:28 a.m. 11:08 a.m. 11:54 a.m. 12:21 a.m
10:48 p.m. 11:31 p.m. -------- 12:48 p.m.
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The N.C. Department of 
Transportation is delaying 
construction and laying off 
some workers due to declin-
ing revenues as a result of 
the COVID-19 crisis, but 
several ongoing projects in 
and around Carteret County 
are still moving forward as 
scheduled. 

In a Tuesday news release, 
NCDOT announced it antici-
pates at least a $300 million 
budget shortfall for the fi scal 
year ending Tuesday, June 
30. NCDOT gets the major-
ity of its revenue from taxes 
on gasoline and vehicle sales 
and from fees collected 
by the Division of Motor 
Vehicles, all of which are 
down because of the current 
situation. 

“There’s certainly going to 
be an impact, and it’s going 
to be a major impact,” said 
Marc Finlayson, chairman on 
the board of directors of N.C. 
Go, a transportation advo-
cacy organization. “…Every-
thing is down substantially, 
which means hundreds of 
millions of dollars in budget 
impacts.”

Due to statewide stay-
at-home orders and other 
measures taken to prevent the 
spread of the novel coro-
navirus, fewer people are 
driving, leading to declin-
ing revenues. In a letter to 
legislative leaders, Transpor-
tation Secretary Eric Boyette 
noted as of early April, traffi c 
volumes across the state were 
down about 30-50%. 

As a result, NCDOT said it 
is laying off some temporary 
and contract workers and 
delaying construction on all 
but about 50 major projects 
scheduled to begin in the 
next 12 months. 

Construction that is al-
ready in progress, as well as 
contracts that have already 

Equipments sits idle after Hurricane Florence, which came through the 
area in September 2018. Current projects will be delayed in the coming 
weeks, this time due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. N.C. Depart-
ment of Transportation offi cials say some projects around Carteret 
County will be put on hold due to budget constraints. (File photo)

been awarded, will continue 
as scheduled, and design 
work for future projects will 
also proceed. NCDOT said 
projects that are moving for-
ward are funded by GARVEE 
bonds, BUILD NC bonds and 
federal grants.

In Carteret County, the 
Harkers Island bridge re-
placement project has been 
pushed back several months. 
A contract for the project was 
originally scheduled to be 
awarded in May but is now 
scheduled for July. 

No other projects in 
Carteret County were sched-
uled to begin within the next 
12 months. 

Steve Abbott with the NC-
DOT communications offi ce 
clarifi ed that design work can 
also proceed on projects that 
are still several years away 
from beginning construc-
tion. One such project is that 
to widen Highway 70 over 
the Newport River from two 
to four lanes. The plan is to 
replace the existing two-lane 
bridge between Morehead 
City and Radio Island with 
two, two-lane bridges.  

Several other projects in 

the region will also continue, 
including construction on 
the Havelock bypass. The 
bypass is part of an overall 
plan to upgrade Highway 70 
from Garner to Morehead 
City to interstate status. Once 
complete, the roadway will be 
designated as Interstate 42. 

Though the bypass is 
moving forward, a project 
to upgrade Highway 70 
from Thurman Road to the 
Havelock bypass is getting 
delayed. The contract for 
that project was originally 
scheduled to be awarded in 
November but is now put off 
until at least 2021.

Durwood Stephenson with 
the Highway 70 Corridor 
Commission said the route 
is “fortunate” in that many 
projects are already in prog-
ress and therefore safe from 
delays, but he is particularly 
concerned about the status of 
a planned Kinston bypass. He 
said he is worried the project 
could get delayed, pushing 
off the highway’s status up-
grade to an interstate.   

“I feel like we’re in good 
shape on (Highway) 70. It’s 
staying on track for the most 

part,” he said, “but the Kinston 
bypass is a big concern.”

Mr. Stephenson noted 
NCDOT’s budget problems 
began long before the COVID-
19 crisis, but the situation has 
exacerbated the issue. The 
department was already in the 
midst of a budget crisis due to 
recent severe weather events, 
including three back-to-back 
hurricanes, as well as ongoing 
litigation over the Map Act, 
which the N.C. Supreme Court 
recently found to be unconsti-
tutional.

“These things got us in the 
crunch, but this is digging the 
hole even deeper,” Mr. Ste-
phenson said.

Mr. Abbott noted NCDOT’s 
funding situation is “fl uid,” 
and if the COVID-19 crisis 
continues through the summer, 
the department may have to 
reevaluate and possibly delay 
more projects.

Mr. Finlayson said there 
are rumors of possible fed-
eral infrastructure funds to 
help offset some of NCDOT’s 
revenue losses, and the depart-
ment has also asked the state 
for emergency funding. He 
said N.C. Go is working on 
putting together its policy 
recommendations before the 
General Assembly convenes 
Tuesday.

“We want to be sure none 
of the project delays sacrifi ce 
public safety,” he said.

In the meantime, NCDOT 
said it is taking other steps 
to decrease expenditures, 
including allowing only mis-
sion-critical purchases, laying 
off temporary and embedded 
consultants, suspending or dis-
continuing many programs and 
services and imposing a hiring 
freeze, except for positions 
that impact public safety.

Contact Elise Clouser at 
elise@thenewstimes.com; by 
phone at 252-726-7081 ext. 229; 
or follow on Twitter @eliseccnt.

NCDOT announces delays, layoffs 
due to budget issues, COVID-19
Havelock
bypassstill
onschedule
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Coronavirus
For the latest information on 
COVID-19, visit carolinacoast-
online.com/coronavirus.

STAFFORD

(Cheryl Burke photo)

Roseanne Vella, Newport
Vernon Lanier Jr., Morehead City
Thomas Wallace, Cape Carteret
James Phillips Jr., Jacksonville

Pandemic 
disrupts 
sailing 
plans

‘There’s certainly going to be an impact, and it’s going to be a major impact. … Everything 
is down substantially, which means hundreds of millions of dollars in budget impacts.’

— Marc Finlayson, chairman of N.C. Go board of directors, a transportation advocacy organization

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

Beaufort offi cials Friday 
rolled back several restrictions 
in place to prevent the spread 
of the novel coronavirus. 

Effective Friday, the town 
is no longer closed to non-
Carteret County residents, non-
essential retail businesses can 
reopen for curbside pickup and 
delivery, real estate property 
visits can continue on vacant 
properties, and with the use of 
social distancing, marinas are 
no longer prohibited from pro-
viding services to non-Carteret 
County residents. 

“We reopen in a new envi-
ronment where social distanc-
ing and emphasis on hygiene 
will continue for the foresee-
able future,” Mayor Rett New-
ton said in a statement issued 
alongside the town’s amended 

emergency proclamation. “The 
crowded, large-scale events we 
frequently host in Beaufort will 
need to be scaled or postponed 
for COVID-19 considerations. 
Summer 2020 in Beaufort will 
be a big challenge.”

The amended emergency 
proclamation and restrictions 
therein remain in effect until it 
expires Thursday. 

During a virtual special 
meeting of the town board 
Thursday, Mayor Newton said 
the decision to restrict ac-
cess to town and operate an 
entry checkpoint from April 
9 to April 18 was based on 
available data about the virus’ 
spread in the county.

“Our measures have been 
implemented based on data, 
and our current posture to 
reduce measures is similarly 
based on data and consulta-

Town officials ease some restrictions
‘Our measures have been 

implemented based on data, 
and our current posture to 
reduce measures is similarly 
based on data and consulta-
tions with medical profes-
sionals.’

— Beaufort Mayor 
Rett Newton

tions with medical profession-
als,” he said. “Our decisions 
have not been based on emo-
tions or politics. We continue 
to monitor data at both county 
and state levels, and should the 
threat increase, we are prepared 
to respond according to those 
threat levels.”

He said the additional 

restrictions followed a wave of 
visitors to town the weekend 
of March 27, “with many not 
adhering to COVID-19 social 
distancing and hygiene mea-
sures.”

As of this weekend, the 
town is at what it considers a 
threat level one, meaning there 
is a “heightened awareness” 
and a “manageable number of 
positive cases” in the county. 
The town is open to vehicular 
travel, social distancing and 
hygiene guidelines are in place 
and proclamations and execu-
tive orders from the town and 
governor limit operations of 
business. 

At the height of restrictions, 
the town was seemingly at 
what it considers a threat level 
two, wherein access is limited, 

See Ease / Page 10A

NC Schools closed 
for rest of academic year

North Carolina’s public 
school buildings, already shut-
tered for the past month due to 
COVID-19, won’t reopen this 
school year, Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced Friday.

Gov. Cooper closed K-12 
schools in all 115 districts in 
mid-March for two weeks, then 
extended his executive order 
through Friday, May 15.
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