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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Sunday 
Oct. 11

Monday
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POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

? RALEIGH

Esther Lewis Salter, Beaufort
Bridgette Iris, Hubert
Yvonne Black, Hubert
Michael Gallen Jr., Hubert
Betty Walker, Beaufort
Alva Gillikin, Morehead City
Rudolph Byrne, Straits
Robert Collins, Newport

Mary Schmidlin, Havelock
Neal Myers, Morehead City
Hobart Courtney, Havelock
Celia Creekmore, Jacksonville
Barbara Chadwick, Newport
Bill Kohnow, Morehead City
Russell Sharp, Havelock

CARTERET COUNTY

See Funds  Page 4A

MOREHEAD CITY

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County Health Department Director 
Stephanie Cannon expressed her concern Monday 
about the increase in COVID-19 cases in the county 
recently.

“Over the past two weeks, we have seen an 
increase in the percent positive rate,” Ms. Can-
non said during the Consolidated Human Services 
Board meeting, held via Zoom.

Ms. Cannon said in early to mid-September, the 
percent positive rate went as low as 3.2%. However, 
“Since the week ending Sept. 26, we have hovered 
around 7%. This is not the trend we want to see.”

She added that the goal is to keep the percent 
positive rate at 5% or lower.

“Our community can slow the spread of this vi-
rus by wearing a mask, social distancing and wash-
ing our hands frequently,” she said. “The power 
to slow this virus is literally in our community’s 
hands.”

As of Monday evening, the county reported 998 
total confi rmed COVID-19 cases, with 132 of those 

considered active.
Ms. Cannon said there are outbreaks at two long-

term care facilities, Brookdale and Crystal Bluffs. 
Outbreaks in congregate living settings are defi ned 
as two or more positive cases.

Ms. Cannon said she and her staff are working 
with the administrators and nursing staff at the fa-
cilities to provide them guidance on how to manage 
the outbreak. In addition, her staff is investigating 
other potential outbreaks. She would not say where 
those locations were.

Another worry for Ms. Cannon is an increase in 
clusters, which is fi ve or more cases that are epide-
miologically linked and occur within 14 days.

“We’ve seen clusters in large gatherings — 
nightlife/entertainment settings and businesses and 
workplaces,” she said.

As of Monday evening, nine deaths in Carteret 
County were linked to the disease caused by the 
novel coronavirus.

“All nine deaths were in persons over the age of 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Several Carteret County 
municipalities were among more 
than 40 local governments in 
North Carolina to receive grants 
and zero-interest loans through 
the N.C. Offi ce of Recovery and 
Resiliency.

The offi ce announced last 
month it has awarded $43.7 mil-
lion in grants and loans, to date, 
to help recovery from multiple 
hurricanes, while also building 
resiliency to reduce damage 
during future storms. Since last 
year’s launch of NCORR, a 
state-funded program within the 
Department of Public Safety, 
41 local and tribal governments 
have received a collective 63 
grants and loans to help with 
operating costs and recovery 
expenses.

“Our communities are commit-
ted to rebuilding smarter and stron-
ger and these funds will help foster 

Several Carteret municipalities awarded 
part of $43M for hurricane recovery funds

 Cape Carteret, $500,000 grant, for administrative expenditures such as payrolls and debt service payments.
 Atlantic Beach, $500,000 grant, for debt service payments and a part-time building inspector.
 Emerald Isle, $370,000, for debt service payments.
 Beaufort, $1 million loan, for FEMA debris removal, emergency response, cemetery cleanup, payroll. 
 Emerald Isle, $2 million loan, for FEMA debris removal projects.
 Morehead City Fire & EMS Department, $174,000 grant, for water search & rescue team.

Carteret County governments receiving funds through NCORR:

new partnerships and make North 
Carolina more resilient against 
future storms,” Gov. Roy Cooper 
said in a release from NCORR last 
month.

Emerald Isle was a recipient 
of loan and grant funds from 
NCORR. Finance Offi cer Laura 
Rotchford told the News-Times 

the town spent just under $2.2 
million on debris removal fol-
lowing Hurricane Florence in 
2018. Along with a few other 
smaller contracted repairs in late 
2018, the town quickly spent 
most its general fund balance 
recovering from Florence.

“We were so pleased to learn 

of the grant and the opportunity in 
early 2019,” Ms. Rotchford said. 
“...We were confi dent that FEMA 
and NC DPS would reimburse the 
town, as we had worked closely 
with them to fi le our claims, but 
we were uncertain of the timeline 
of the reimbursements.”

Ms. Rotchford said the town 
was beginning phase one of the 
post-Florence beach nourishment 
project around the same time it 
applied for the NCORR funds. 
She said the town decided to ap-
ply for the grant and the loan in 
order to have suffi cient cash on 
hand for any uncertainties. 

Emerald Isle began receiving 
FEMA reimbursements in July 
2019, and Ms. Rotchford said the 
town closed the NCORR loan 
and returned the full $2 million 
as of April 2020.

“I do think it is a great pro-
gram, and I hope that the state 

since the week ending sept. 26, we have hovered around 7%. this is not the trend we want to see.”

“
- stephanie cannon, carteret county health department director 

CarteretCountyHealthdirectorconcerned
aboutincreaseinCOVID-19cases

Carteret County Health 
Department lab 
supervisor Christie 
Murphy and nurse 
practitioner Nicole 
Dobbs conduct 
a COVID-19 test 
during a drive-thru 
clinic held during 
the summer. (Cher-
yl Burke photo)

See COVID  Page 4A

Board of 
Commissioners  
candidate 
information

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 6-7B

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

After months of advertising, 
spending, plenty of mailings and 
road signs and a seemingly unend-
ing campaign cycle, North Caroli-
na voters can fi nally cast a ballot in 
person Thursday when early voting 
in the November election begins. 

One-stop early voting in the 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 General Election 
runs through Saturday, Oct. 31.  

Carteret County will have four 
early voting sites – the County 
Board of Elections offi ce in Beau-
fort, Western Park Community Cen-
ter in Cedar Point, Fort Benjamin 
Park Recreation Center in Newport 
and the Morehead City Parks and 
Recreation building. 

The sites will be open Monday 
through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m., with the exception of Oct. 31 
when they close at 3 p.m.

The collision of the popularity 
of presidential elections and the 
coronavirus pandemic have cre-
ated new challenges, and elections 
offi ces across the state have had 
to devise means to safely conduct 
in-person voting.

“We are offering masks and 
pens to every registered voter,” 
Carteret County Board of Elec-
tions Director Caitlin Sabadish said 
Monday afternoon as phones at 
the offi ce rang continuously. “We 
can’t require voters to wear masks, 
but we do have enough to offer 
everyone.”

One-stop personnel also have 
personal protective equipment, 
including masks, face shields, 
plastic dividers and gloves, all to 
protect the workers, who tend to 
skew older in Carteret County. Poll 
workers will have their tempera-
tures checked each day. 

In addition, offi cials will limit ca-
pacity at early voting sites, and vot-
ers in line will be asked to maintain 
6 feet of distance from others. 

“We’ve got maximum capacity 
based on the square footage ... we 
kind of made a layout” for each 

With procedures 
ready, officials to 
open early voting 
sites Thursday

See ONE STOP  Page 4A

(Jackie Starkey photo)
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