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NEWS-TIMES Whitaker shines at ECU
Former West Carteret track and field 

standout Mackenzie Whitaker is shining at 
ECU. 
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Lavern Fulton, Williston
Emma Small, Mill Creek
Karen Russell, Bogue
Jerry Jones, Newport
Samuel Pulliam, Graham
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BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

ATLANTIC BEACH — 
With multiple water rescues, 
including seven drowning 
deaths, reported in the county 
since April, the Atlantic Beach 
Fire Department knows the 
importance of having trained 
lifeguards ready to aid swim-
mers in distress.

That’s why the fire depart-
ment, nine years ago, started 
a junior lifeguard camp to 
train youth, ages 9 to 17, in 
important water safety and 
rescue skills.

“We want to educate them 
in hopes they will be safer 
in the water and they can 
help spread that word to their 
friends,” Atlantic Beach Fire 

Chief Mike Simpson said 
Wednesday as he taught water 
safety and rescue techniques 
to more than 40 campers 
ranging in age from 9 to 12.

“Most of these kids return 
every year, and once they turn 
18 they can come to work for 
us as lifeguards. We’ve had 
several of the kids graduate 
from the program and work 

for us.”
Chief Simpson said the 

fire department will offer the 
camp twice in July for ages 
13 to 17, but both sessions 
are filled.

“We could run this camp 
every week in the summer 
and it would fill up,” he said. 
“We just don’t have the staff 
to do it.”

Capt. J. Scott Bell, who 
started the program with the 
late Atlantic Beach Fire Chief 
Adam Snyder, said the popu-
lar weeklong camp covers 
many of the same skills used 
by lifeguards. They include 
recognizing and escaping rip 
currents, victim recognition, 
victim rescue with flotation 

Campers soak up water rescue skills
Junior lifeguard camp students practice a water rescue technique with a kayak Wednesday in Atlantic Beach. (Cheryl Burke photo)

MURPHY PERRY

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Months after the death 
of Rep. Walter Jones Jr., R-
N.C., the race to determine 
the Republican candidate 
for his seat is drawing to a 
close. 

On Tuesday, July 9 
Carteret County and other 
3rd Congressional District 
voters will take to the polls 
to cast their ballots, this time 
in a Republican runoff. The 
initial primary was April 30.

Dr. Greg Murphy and Dr. 
Joan Perry appear on the sec-

ond primary ballot.
While both managed to 

emerge as the top two can-
didates from a field of 17 
contenders, Dr. Murphy is 
hoping to edge out his pri-
mary competition to face 
off against Democrat Allen 
Thomas in September’s gen-
eral election.

Campaign advisor Doug 
Raymond said Dr. Murphy 
is working particularly hard 
now that the primaries are 
starting to draw to a close. 

A Greenville-based physi-
cian, Dr. Murphy, 56, said 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

KINSTON — Dr. Joan 
Perry, 61, was born in 
Charlotte and has lived for 
the last 33 years in Kinston. 

On her campaign web-
site, she describes herself as 
a “pro-life pediatrician” and 
“political outsider.” She is 
married and has five sons, in 
addition to being a pediatri-
cian for more than 30 years.

In an interview Thursday, 
she said she initially focused 
a lot of her advertising on 
the abortion issue, “because 
I felt it was what set me 
apart from the other candi-

dates,” especially early on, 
when more than a dozen 
Republicans were running, 
instead of just two, as they 
are now in the second pri-
mary.

“Since then,” she said, 
“I’ve addressed other issues 
more, and I’ll continue 
to focus on those, too, in 
Congress. I want to represent 
the people of our district and 
voice their concerns.”

Dr. Perry graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa with a bach-
elor’s degree in chemis-
try from the University of 

Murphy views run as act of service Perry addresses more issues

See Perry / Page 5ASee Murphy / Page 4A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— The Carteret County 
News-Times office building 
on Bridges Street will be sold 
to Excel Learning Center to 
be used as a child day care 
facility. 

The building, at 4206 
Bridges St., is currently 
under contract and the sale 
will be finalized in August. 
The News-Times announced 
in June it has moved its print 
operations to Greenville.

CCNT offi ce 
building sale  
set to fi nish 
this August

Day care contracts to move in

Lifeguards in training

See Rescue / Page 4A

See CCNT / Page 5A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— A planning board rec-
ommendation Tuesday 
could pave the way for 
event venues to be allowed 
to open downtown.

The planning board 
considered a request dur-
ing its regular monthly 
meeting Tuesday to define 
“event center” in the city’s 
Unified Development 
Ordinance and add it as 
a permitted use in the CD 
(downtown commercial) 
and DB (downtown busi-
ness) districts. After some 
discussion, the board 
voted 3-2, with two mem-
bers absent, in favor of 
recommending the pro-
posal to the city council 
for final approval.

The request was sub-
mitted by Brooke Giblin 
and Steven Pruitt, who 
want to open an event 
center downtown for par-
ties, corporate events, 
wedding receptions and 
other gatherings. 

“We are both residents 

Board 
OKs 
event 
center
New use to go 
to city council

See Event / Page 4A

The back porch of the Puckett Home at 104 Fulford 
Street boasts an oak tree incorporated into its design 
along the route of the 59th annual Beaufort Old Homes 
Tour and More event. (Dylan Ray photo)

BY MEGAN SOULT
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — It was a 
big weekend for the Beaufort 
Historical Association as the 
group presented the Old Homes 
Tour & More, a fundraising 
event that takes most of the 
year to plan.

The event started Thursday 
with a literary luncheon and a 
concert, continued Friday and 
Saturday with the Old Homes & 
Gardens Tour and ended today 
with a champagne brunch.

Thursday was a joyous 

occasion, as everyone gathered 
at Purvis Chapel for the kickoff 
concert held each year to honor 
the tour’s honorary chairmen, 
who this year are Fred and 
Joyce McCune.

“To me every year coming 
to the Purvis Chapel is a sigh 
of relief,” said BHA Executive 
Director Patricia Suggs at the 
start of the concert. “We’ve 
been working on the Old 
Homes Tour night and day… 
we are done. We can worship 

Homes, gardens 
tour entices crowd

See Tour / Page 5A

Frances Harrison, Swansboro
William Cook Jr., Morehead City
Vincent Castellana, Havelock
Vicki Huehner, Emerald Isle
Harold Mozingo, Morehead City

Peggy Galloway, Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Mann Pollock Jr., Carteret County
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