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T deland News

By Jimmy Williams

Brittany Shipp will be 
stepping down from her job 
as Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation director on March 
22.

Shipp, who was hired by 
the town on Oct. 1, 2012, 
delivered her letter of resig-
nation to Jon Barlow, interim 
town manager, on Feb. 22.

“I feel that we have 
accomplished so much as a 
team and as a community 
in the establishment of a 
parks and recreation depart-
ment,” she states in the letter. 
“Having the chance to rep-
resent the people of a town 
that I care so much for will 
always be one of my most 
important and highly regard-
ed achievements.”

When she was hired, 
Shipp was tasked with build-
ing the town’s recreation 
department from the ground 
up.

“I appreciate the oppor-
tunity I have been given 
over the last almost seven 
years to develop what I feel 
will continue to be a grow-
ing and successful parks and 
recreation department for 
the residents and visitors of 
Swansboro,” she said. 

In her letter to Barlow, 
Shipp said: “With the support 
from the town I feel we have 
made a stronger Swansboro 
community through the 
events and programs we have 
been allowed to offer. My 
life will forever be changed 
from my time spent here and 
I thank you for that.”

Email Jimmy Williams at 
jimmy@tidelandnews.com.

By Jimmy Williams

The vote may not have been unanimous, 
but there was little disagreement among mem-
bers of the Swansboro Planning Board over the 
special-use request submitted by One Harbor 
Church. Ultimately, the planning board tabled 
the request until April 1.

Church officials want to build a 16,000-
square-foot church on a 2.15-acre parcel at 820 
Main Street Extension. The church is permitted 

by special-use on the property, which is zoned 
residential-8 single-family. The site is adjacent 
to Swansboro Municipal Park.

In presenting the matter to the planning 
board, Andrea Correll, town planner, pointed 
out that the request was the first of its kind 
under the recently adopted Land-Use Plan.

She also told the planners that there is an 
“isolated wetlands” on the property, the church 
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Weekend Weather
There will be a 

slight chance of rain on 
Saturday but Sunday 
looks to be clear. High 
temperatures will be in the 
low-60s and lows will be 
in the mid-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Aidan 
Mason, a student in 
Kimberly Mauser’s first 
grade class at Queens 
Creek Elementary School.

Writer’s Note: In mid-
February, the United Methodist 
Church held a polarizing vote to 
toughen their rules on same-sex 
marriage and LGBTQ clergy, 
a decision that seems likely to 
split the church, which counts 
hundreds of thousands of mem-
bers in North Carolina. Also, 
the term “queer” is used in 
this article as an inclusive and 
empowering word for people 
who identify as part of the 
LGBTQIA+ community.
By Caleb Parker

As a kid, I’d sometimes sit 
with my aunt in the back pews 
of our 200-year-old United 
Methodist church outside of 
Elizabeth City and play with 
her gold bracelets while the 
pastor droned on. When I got 
a bit older, I sat between my 
grandparents on another pew 

because I knew a day would 
come when they wouldn’t be 
there anymore, despite how per-
manent their presence was.

Women in white hair and 
flashy jewelry would always 
hug me after the service; men 
would shake my hand. Mom 
would tell me how we were kin, 
but I was never good at keep-
ing a family tree in my head. 
And it didn’t matter because 
even though the services may 
have been boring, in that place I 
knew I was loved.

I knew I belonged.
I’m sure some folks knew 

I was gay before I did. I knew 
I was “different” in middle 
school, and finally had a name 
for it in high school. A name 
I said out loud one day in my 
truck, as I drove to campus in 
11th grade. I knew it was dan-

In the Tideland ...
Preservation commission to discuss Lanier house, Page 5
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(See METHODIST, page �)
(See CHURCH, page �)

As we experience the final days of winter, signs of spring are begin-
ning to show. Mike Favata of Swansboro captured this one, a bumble-

bee pollinating one of his blueberry bush blossoms, on March 4. The 
first day of spring is one week away.

Sign of spring

By Jimmy Williams

In an effort to gain an understanding 
of a relatively new business, Swansboro 
Planning Board looked into the sale of 
herbal supplements and cannabis oil.

Discussion, which came at the 
request of Commissioner Brent 
Hatlestad, referenced the fact that CBD 
and kratom, two of the substances now 
available as over-the-counter supple-
ments, are being sold in the community.

In a memo to the planning board, 

Andrea Correll, town planner, said, “It is 
important for the planning board to have 
a discussion and receive information 
from local experts regarding the sale of 
hemp products and herbal supplements.

“These discussions will assist in 
determining the town’s role in reviewing 
hemp sales as a separate zoning use.”

Though no recommendation resulted 
from the discussion, planners found that 
between their research, and the research 
of interested citizens, there is a wealth 
of opinion on the supplements and their 

use, or potential misuse.
“My goal … is to have this product 

in our unified development ordinance 
under special use,” Hatlestad told the 
planning board at the outset. “These 
CBD oils surround our city.”

Under Swansboro’s current rules, a 
CBD shop could open in town without 
any review.

“We’re not talking about banning 
anything,” Hatlestad said. His concern, 
he added, was allowing sale of the prod-
ucts near parks or schools. “I hope this 

deliberative board would ask (for this) 
to be under our SUP process.”

In fact, a member of the audience 
pointed out, CBD – substance that is 
found in the marijuana plant – is already 
being sold in the town.

Laurent Meilleur, a planning board 
member, spoke to the sale of the CBD.

“From what I understand it’s not a 
euphoria drug,” he said. “There isn’t any 
abuse of it.”

Panel considers CBD, kratom

Not everyone is satisfied with the 
appearance of the One Harbor Church 

building, shown here in an artist’s ren-
dering. Discussion will continue.

(See PLANNING, page �)

Hammocks Beach State Park 
will host a Lunar Spring Night 
Hike on Wednesday, March 20, 
at 7:30 p.m.

For information call (910) 
326-4881.

Park night hike


