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Carteret County reports 
additional COVID-19 case

The County Health Depart-
ment Wednesday announced 
an additional confirmed case of 
COVID-19, bringing the total 
to 30 positive cases reported in 
Carteret County.

Of the 30 total cases, the 
county said in a release, five 
patients are considered active 
cases, 22 have recovered and 
three have died. The recovered 
patients have satisfied the N.C. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services’ isolation require-
ments. 

According to an updated 
map of the county’s zip codes, 
the additional confirmed case 
is in Newport, which has had 
12 confirmed COVID-19 cases 
and one death.
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Big Rock organizers work 
on plans to alter tournament

Although event organizers 
plan to go forward with the Big 
Rock Blue Marlin Tournament 
on the originally scheduled 
dates, the annual event will 
likely look different this year 
due to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. 

The Big Rock Board of Direc-
tors recently announced it plans 
to hold the tournament Fri-
day, June 5 through Saturday, 
June 13. However, organizers 
have identified Sunday, July 
5 through Sunday, July 12 as 
a backup in case the normal 
tournament week gets post-
poned due to the virus.
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Carteret CC announces 
gradual reopening for 
faculty, staff

Carteret Community Col-
lege President Dr. John Hauser 
announced Wednesday the 
campus will begin a gradual 
reopening for faculty and staff 
based on the governor’s phase 
one stay-at-home order.

With the curriculum spring 
semester officially ending 
Wednesday, Dr. Hauser laid out 
a tentative plan for the month 
of May.
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Jonah Harrell Jr., Morehead City
Martha Jennette, Newport
William King, Beaufort
Elizabeth Marsden, Newport
Irma McCabe, Raleigh
Ginger Avery, Beaufort
Nabila Williams, Morehead City

Michael Wilson, Havelock
James Durner, Havelock
Thomas Dees, Atlantic Beach
Gary Merrell, Emerald Isle
Deborah Boudreau, Pine Knoll
James McCormick, Morehead City
Kerry Rago, Jupiter, Fla.

CARTERET COUNTY

Dog trainer 
offers  
virtual  
classes 

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Sunday 
May 10

Monday 
May 11

Tuesday 
May 12

Wednesday 
May 13

Low 4:52 a.m. 5:46 a.m. 6:43 a.m. 7:41 a.m.
4:34 p.m. 5:27 p.m. 6:24 p.m. 7:27 p.m.

High 10:42 a.m. 11:37 a.m. 12:02 a.m. 12:59 a.m
11:08 p.m. -------- 12:36 p.m. 1:39 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Should the county open May 
8 in accordance with the 
governor’s plan?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the  

Carteret County News-Times.
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BY ELISE CLOUSER
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Groups throughout the county are pledg-
ing their support for Carteret County’s quest 
to become a North Carolina Certified Retire-
ment Community.

The Certified Retirement Community 
program is run through Visit N.C. with help 
from the N.C. Department of Commerce. 
Communities who receive the designation 
must complete a rigorous application and 
evaluation process to be considered.

“These Certified Retirement Communities 
are recognized for providing the amenities, 
services and opportunities retirees need to 
enjoy active and productive lives,” Visit 
N.C. says on its website.

Michele Querry with the Carteret County 
Economic Development Department is 
spearheading the effort to get the county 
certified. She told the News-Times recently 
the county is on track to submit an applica-
tion by the Friday, July 31 deadline.

Ms. Querry said there are a number of 

Carteret seeks retirement community designation

MOREHEAD CITY

Octogenarian Romas White of Beaufort throws a shotput during a previous year’s Senior Games. The 
event is one of many attractions for retirees that Carteret County officials hope earn the county a 
North Carolina Certified Retirement Community designation. (News-Times photo) See Designation / Page 12A

Single mother Dianna Godette sits with one of her children, Sa’Quan, 13, at the Family Promise day center in Morehead City. Thanks to Family Promise, 
she and her chlldren will celebrate Mother’s Day together. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

When single mother Dianna Godette, 
41, lost her job in last year due to an injury, 
she and her three teenage children ended 
up homeless and split apart among family 
members in order to survive.

They were living apart last Mother’s 
Day. However, this year she and her chil-
dren will celebrate the day together after 
being reunited thanks to Family Promise, a 
nonprofit that houses homeless families at 
county churches on a rotating basis.

“I wanted to get my kids back together 
because they needed me,” Ms. Godette said 
Friday as she sat in the Family Promise 
day center. “It was tough having them split 
among family. I moved into Family Promise 
in October, and they have blessed me and 
my kids. I’ve gotten a lot of help here. I’ve 
gotten a job and hopefully in a couple of 
weeks, we will be moving into our own 
place.”

Family Promise Executive Director 
Sandy Giacobbi said when Ms. Godette 
contacted her last fall, she knew she had to 
help.

“She called me and was desperate to get 
her kids back under one roof,” Ms. Giacob-
bi said. “This is a great family that ended up 
homeless because of no fault of their own. 
Homelessness has many faces, and that’s 
why Family Promise exists, to help families 
like this.”

Ms. Giacobbi said the novel coronavirus 
pandemic has presented additional housing 
challenges because churches that host fami-
lies have temporarily closed their buildings 
due to the pandemic.

For now, Ms. Giacobbi is allowing the 
Godettes to stay at the Family Promise day 
center, where families normally come dur-
ing the day to receive additional services. 
There is a kitchen, laundry room, living 
room, bedrooms, restrooms and offices.

“When the pandemic hit, we went into 

immediate lockdown so we opened the day 
center to this family,” she said. “We had just 
placed two families in housing, so fortu-
nately we only had one family still staying 
with us. They have been great through this 
whole crisis.”

While churches would normally house 
and feed the family for one week on a 
rotating basis, Ms. Giacobbi said for now, 
churches have been providing money to 
Family Promise to purchase groceries.

Ms. Godette said she’s grateful to have a 
roof over her family’s head.

“I just thank God that they’re here with 
me and I’m with them,” Ms. Godette said of 
her children.

Her youngest son, Sa’Quan, 13, said he’s 
thankful to be with his mother this year for 
her special day.

“We weren’t together last Mother’s Day, 
so I’m happy,” Sa’Quan said. “Mother’s 
Day is about appreciating your mother and 

SinglemomfindshopeatFamilyPromise

‘Mother’s Day is about  
appreciating your mother’

See Mothers / Page 7A
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